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Celebrating the Organic Union of 
the Reformed Church in _ the 
United States and the lvangelical 
Synod of North America, June 26- 
27, 1934, in Cleveland, Ohio. 
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BEYOND FUNDAMENTALISM AND 
MODERNISM—THE GOSPEL OF GOD 


Once in a while one hears someone refer 
to that great and profound scholar, Dr. 
George W. Richards, President and Pro- 
fessor of Church History in the Theologi- 
cal Seminary of the Reformed Church at 
Lancaster, Pa., as the outstanding disciple 
of Karl Barth in America. It would be 
just as sensible to refer to Karl Barth as 
the outstanding disciple of Professor 
Richards in Europe. To be sure Dr. Rich- 
ards has something of the same gospel that 
Barth is preaching, but it was arrived at 
independently and came to him as direct 
from God as it came to Barth. Dr. Rich- 
ards has no cause to say: “Thus said Karl 
Barth”; he says: “Thus said the Lord.” 


In “Beyond Fundamentalism and Mod- 
ernism: the Gospel of God” (Charles Serib- 
ner’s Sons), Dr. Richards has given us one 
of the most original and outstanding books 
of the year. Calling attention to the abso- 
lute failure of man to find faith in these 
heartsick and chaotic times by searching 
for God or some word of God in nature, 
in experience, in reason, in science, in 
even mystical apprehension of God in his 
own heart; impatient with Fundamentalism 
with its concern over the incidentals of 
faith—higher criticism, verbal inspiration, 
the second coming of Christ, miracles, 
eternal punishment, instead of faith itself; 
equally impatient with Modernism with 
its denials, its vague attempts at restate- 
ments of old truths in terms which denude 
them of all their original meaning, and 
with the fading away of its evangelical 
note into a vague humanism — which is 
what is going on—he has cast them all 
aside and said: “We are on the wrong 
track, we are approaching things from the 
wrong end. We are seeking God instead 
of letting Him seek us. We are talking 
to Him instead of letting Him talk to us. 
We are looking for God in our own hearts 
and fashioning Him from our own imagin- 
ings while He is the Holy, Transcendent 
God, utterly outside of us and calling upon 
us for obeisance, homage and utter yield- 
ing of ourselves. Here is the fascinating 
and yet deceptive fallacy of modern liber- 
alism; it seeks the object of faith through 
knowledge of the world and man, instead 
of receiving the object of faith through 
revelation of God, who is above the world 
and at the same time its Creator and its 
Ruler. Professor Troeltsch defines the 


FORTY-FOURTH ANNUAL ASSEMBLY 
FOR SPIRITUAL CONFERENCE OF 
MINISTERS AND LAYMEN OF 
THE REFORMED CHURCH IN 
THE UNITED STATES 


(Franklin and Marshall Academy, Lancas- 
ter, Pa., July 30 to August 3, 1934) 


The First Public Call for An Assembly for 
Spiritual Conference 
Union Bridge, Maryland, 
June 6, 1887. 
My dear Sir and Brother: 

A number of the younger brethren in 
our ministry have felt the need of having 
a series of meetings during the present 
summer corresponding somewhat in pur- 
pose and character with the “Retreats” 
held in several other denominations from 
year to year_with so much profit to their 
respective Churches. “The long-continued 
and uninterrupted exercise of the pastoral 
and homilectice offices,’ it has been truly 
written in one of our journals, “tends to- 
ward hardness and mechanism and profes- 
sionalism in the work of the ministry. And 


characteristic of modern Protestantism in 
distinction from the Protestantism of the 
Reformers as ‘a religion of God-seeking 
(des Gottes-suchens) in one’s feelings, ex- 
perience, thinking, volition.’ The good 
news, which is equivalent to the eternal 
purpose for men in the heart of God, can 
be revealed only by God through chosen 
persons, not through things and processes. 
The spiritual and ethical purpose of God 
must be proclaimed by men to men; and, 
in its content, it is never altered by the 
interpretation of the universe, whether the 
interpretation be ancient or modern, theis- 
tic, humanistic or materialistic. The Old 
Testament prophets did not discover God 
in nature, but they beheld Him as Lord 
of nature, controlling its forces for His 
ethical purpose.” I have quoted at length, 
for the core of Dr. Richards’ faith is here. 

So, the Gospel is not something we find 
by much seeking in nature, history or 
inner experience. It is something that 
God has done and is doing for men. As 
Brunner says: This constitutes the abso- 
lutely incomprehensible message of the 
Gospel, that God comes to man and that 
man does not go to God; that God resolves 
the contradiction and not man.” How does 
God speak His word to us, the word we 
are to hearken for and obey? First of 
all, through the prophets of the Old Testa- 
ment; then at the end of those days, 
through His Son. Then He spoke His word 
through Councils, Creeds, Confessions, 
chosen prophets—such as Luther—through 
the ages, and Christ made it the primary 
function of His Church. The Church was 
to proclaim God’s Message to the world. 
(“Go ye therefore and make disciples of 
all the nations.) Where the Church fails 
to make this its chief function, to pro- 
claim God’s word, gospel, will to men, it 
fails to fulfill the task to which God eall- 
ed it. 

Dr. Richards holds with Barth that the 
Gospel is a gospel of crisis. In every great 
crisis God speaks with gospel to meet the 
need. In our day we think too much of 
God’s gospel, or word, as something to 
cure the crisis, to change the conditions 
to meet our normal eapacities, to take 
the trail from us. God’s plan is to give us 
faith and power and such trust in Him 
that we shall have joy and peace under 
any conditions. He tells us that He rules, 
that His power is supreme, that “He rules 
in spite of catastrophes in nature, of earth- 
quakes, floods, pestilences, and devasta- 


it is a thing very much to be desired that 
clergymen should absent themselves from 
their work at times, to view it in the per- 
spective, to recall their ordination vows, 
to get deeper sense of the magnitude of 
their work, and to review their own spir- 
itual life by devotions and instructions in 
which they do not minister unto.” For the 
purpose of realizing an end such as this 
indicated, the brethren above referred to 
have agreed to meet in the College Build- 
ing at Mercersburg, Penna., on the first 
Tuesday evening of August next, and to 
spend one week there in retreat. 

The program of exercises which, besides 
the special devotional services, it is pro- 
posed to follow, will include “talks” on 
the following subjects: The Pastor’s Work 
Among His Parishioners; Educational Re- 
ligion and the Sacraments; The Church 
Year and the Periscopes; The Inspiration 
of the Holy Scriptures; The Missionary 
Operations of the Church;—The Pastor’s 
Relation to Them, and The Most Impor- 
tant Theologic of the Day in Relation to 
the Faith. In addition to these “talks,” 
for the giving of which several of the 


tions of every sort; that He rules in spite 
of political revolutions, economic distress, 
apathy toward religion, infidelity, atheism, 
immorality, man’s defiance of Him. Re- 
joice! God reigns. Trust and obey Him.” 
Then men will again have the spirit of 
sonship, brotherhood, community, as well 
as world mastery. In summing up his 
really remarkable chapter on “The Gospel 
in Jesus Christ,’ Dr. Richards quotes 
Eucken: “There is no hope of reaching the 
goal by a slow ascent, a gradual accumula- 
tion of forces. Rather the reinstatement 
of the right relation to God—upon which 
everything here depends — must proceed 
solely from the Deity; and even He can- 
not effect the restoration by an interfer- 
ence from without, but must descend into 
the world of evil, there reveal Himself 
more completely than before.” 

The latter half of the book is devoted 
to a discussion of the Christian’s relation 
to nature, history and the social order, if 
he is not to find God in their procedure. 
It is this: he has found God by God’s own 
revealing of Himself; heard His word, His 
Gospel, from His prophets; has given him- 
self to God and henceforth finds his peace, 
security and power in Him; so now he 
looks out upon nature through God’s eyes, 
surveys it with Him, recognizes Him as 
its Creator, Director, Lord. So with his- 
tory. He has not found God in history, 
but having found Him in His Word, he 
sees God as the Lord of history, the Deter- 
miner of events and destinies, the Soy- 
ereign of all times and peoples. He has 
looked in vain for God and His Word in 
all the social, political, industrial, inter- 
national relationships, but looked in vain. 
Now he has found God through His pro- 
phets and especially Jesus Christ as both 
speaker of God’s word and Himself the 
living Word, so he can approach all these 
problems as from God, yes, even with Him, 
and work for their solution and the ameli- 
oration of human suffering and strive, as 
one who knows God, and who knows what 
kingdom God wants, to build that king- 
dom in the earth. No matter what the so- 
cial order, there might still be greed, sen- 
suousness, cruelty. Not in the order will 
we find Christ. He might have to come 
again into any social order preaching re- 
pentance—and might be rejected again as 
He is now. Not for us to find Christ in 
our civilization. Ours to find Him outside 
of it, in the Word, and take Him into it. 

Frederick Lynch. 


oldest brethren have been invited, there 
will be daily “Bible Study” under the lead- 
ership of one of the pastors of the Church. 

We send you this letter to inquire 
whether you will not come and join us in 
the enjoyment of this proposed “season of 
spiritual refreshing.” If you possibly can, 
please do so. . . Hoping that you may 
be able to come and that we may hear to 
that effect as early as convenient, I have 
the honor of subscribing myself, 

Fraternally yours, 
D. A. Souders, Secretary. 
* * * 


In these later years many other minis- 
ters, both old and young, have likewise 
felt the need of assembling themselves to- 
gether “for a season of spiritual refresh- 
ing.” The 44th Annual Assembly for Spir- 
itual Conference will be held July 30 to 
August 3, 1934, at Franklin and Marshall 
Academy. The entire cost is $10. For 
reservations for rooms and entertainment 
write now to Prof. E. M. Hartman, Pd.D., 
Lancaster, Penna. 

Edwin N. Faye, Jr., Secretary. 

Norristown, Pa. 


s. 
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THE TASK OF UNION 


The union of the Churches approved by the Districts 
and the Classes and declared effected by joint resolution of 
the General Conference and the General Synod is a notable 
achievement ; but it is only the beginning of a process that 
will have to continue for years. What has been legally 
done must be vitally realized. The almost unanimous vote 
of the two Churches proves that there is such a powerful 
will to unite in the officers and members as to give un- 
bounded confidence in an actual union of spirit and life. 


The Plan of Union provides for a General Synod in 
which is vested the authority for the conduct of the general 
work of the Church, through Boards and other agencies. 
Under its direction, also, a constitution is to be prepared 
and adopted; the Boards of Home and of Foreign Mis- 
sions, of Christian Education and Publication, of Minister- 
ial Relief, are to be gradually united; Classes and Districts 
are in time to be re-organized on a territorial basis ; a union 
of schools—seminaries, colleges, and academies, of benevo- 
lent institutions and even of congregations may be effected 
when it is considered practicable and at the same time is 
requested by those who are now in control of these inter- 
ests. While these things are provided for in the Plan of 
Union, no one would think of accomplishing all or most 

_of them in a year or a decade. These are matters that may 
require a generation and more. 


Preliminary cultivation of a unity of spirit and of mutual 
acquaintance and confidence, wise guidance, a gradual trans- 
fer of deeply rooted loyalties, that have been nurtured for 
centuries in parents and children, from the original 
Churches to the Evangelical and Reformed Church, are 
indispensable. Personal preferences, customs that have be- 
come a part of one’s life, usages about which cluster preci- 
ous memories from infancy, may have to be surrendered— 
that the ultimate purpose of the union may be attained. 
All of us, officers and members, must be prepared to give 
and take. to bear and forbear, to possess our souls in 
patience, have the wisdom of the serpent and the harmless- 
ness of the dove. In the years to come the rising genera- 
tion will grow into unity of mind and heart, as they 
will live and labor in common devotion to the purpose of 
the Kingdom for which Jesus lived and died, rose and 
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reigns—for the fellowship of men, women, and children, 

in the justice and love of God as these are revealed in his 

Son, Jesus Christ. —GeEorcE W. RICHARDS. 
ee 3 


THE MERGER SYNOD 


This is one of the most significant months in the history 
of our denomination. When the next issue of the MESSEN- 
GER comes into the hands of our readers, the Reformed 
Church in the United States will have passed into history 
and a new denomination will have been born—a denomina- 
tion which we hope will be greater and better than either 
of its constituent elements has ever been in all its glorious 
past. It is emphatically a time for much prayer, for serious 
thinking, for deepened consecration, for clear spiritual 
vision, and the determination to cultivate a double portion 
of earnestness, patience and good will. 

It is not too much to say that the Reformed Church has 
never been provincial or parochial; it has had a reputation 
for broad-mindedness and large-heartedness. From the 
days of Zwingli, the pastors and people of our Church 
have shown exceptional ability to “play the game” with the 
brethren of other communions, and there have been few 
evidences of narrow sectarianism to stain the record of the 
years. 

Henceforth, however, we are to be subjected to a more 
severe test, and we have the confidence to believe that the 
spirit of brotherliness will continue to prevail. The merger 
which is scheduled to take place June 26-27 in Cleveland, 
Ohio, is assuredly a real adventure of faith. It is one of 
the finest illustrations of mutual confidence on the pages 
of Church history. We know no other instance in which 
two historic communions have come together in organic 
union before the adoption of a constitution and by-laws 
or agreement on a detailed creedal statement. For some 
years to come—we do not know how many—until a consti- 
tution shall finally be adopted, the fundamental law of the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church will be the Plan of 
Union, which has been almost unanimously adopted by the 
two fellowships. As all our people should become increas- 
ingly familiar with this brief but important document, we 
are publishing it again in this Merger Number. Every 
loyal member should study it carefully. 
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The thought has been expressed by some that the Com- 
mission on Union has planned everything in advance for 
the Cleveland meeting; that all the details have been “cut 
and dried’; and that the delegates to the new Synod will 
have little chance to be anything but “rubber stamps”, 
practically compelled to ratify what has already been ar- 
ranged. Such an idea, of course, is not really correct. 
Within the limits prescribed by the Plan of Union, the 
delegates will have full authority to take such action as will 
promote both the solidarity and the general welfare of the 
new denomination, and make it an increasing force for 
good in the upbuilding of the Kingdom of God. They can 
elect as officers of the new Church whomsoever they may 
choose, and they have it within their power to lay far- 
reaching plans for the future. 

One of the first duties undoubtedly will be to see to the 
appointment of a competent and representative Commis- 
sion to prepare the constitution of the Evangelical and 
Reformed Church. When their work is submitted to a suc- 
ceeding Synod it will have to be transmitted to the Classes 
and Districts for revision and adoption. How long all this 
will require depends in part on the frequency with which 
General Synod shall meet, and in part on “the will to agree” 
in finding a common ground that will reconcile past dif- 
ferences in operation. 

Whether a Commission will also be appointed at this time 
to prepare a new Hymnal and Order of Worship for the 
united Church is a matter for the Synod at Cleveland to 
decide. Many inquiries have already reached this office, for 
example, as to the probable length of time that will be 
required to secure the adoption of a new Hymnal. A num- 
ber of congregations have on hand many soiled books and 
they want to know whether they are justified in waiting 
for the new Hymnal to be issued by the united Church, 
or whether it would be wiser for them to secure additional 
copies of the present Hymnals. Our answer to that query 
is that even if a Commission is appointed now to prepare 
the Hymnal and Service Book—and we are convinced such 
a Commission should be appointed—past experience would 
indicate that it may require no less than eight or ten years 
before such a book could be finally approved by the Gen- 
eral Synod. 

It would be timely also for the new Synod to take some 
forward-looking actions with reference to the great moral 
and social problems of this difficult time; but to what ex- 
tent the Synod will be willing to give attention to such 
matters cannot be foreseen. It is highly probable that the 
present Boards of both communions will be encouraged 
and instructed to combine as soon as this can legally be 
done, with due regard to the large interests involved. 

_ All in all, the few days spent in Cleveland should be 
intensely interesting and the actions there taken will surely 
be fraught with destiny. Shall we not all join fervently 
in the prayer that these deliberations may be so guided by 
the Holy Spirit that the will of God may be done and the 
cause of Christ truly advanced ? 

* * x 


ON RELIGIOUS PARADING 


Jesus knew human nature too well for His adversaries. 
Their artful questions were answered by incisive questions 
of His own, which compelled them to expose their subtle 
purposes. He saw very clearly how many men who called 
themselves religious had reduced religion to a debate about 
words and a controversy over trivalities. What disturbed 
Him was the fact that these debates and controversies were 
often mere camouflage, hiding practices that could not meet 
the ethical tests of the current religion and much less the 
tests of sincerity and brotherliness upon which He Him- 
self insisted. The scribes, for instance, desired “to walk 
in long robes, and to have salutations in the market-places, 
the chief seats in the synagogues and chief places at feasts,” 
but behind their show of knowledge and religious devotion, 
they devoured widows’ houses! Honest seekers after truth 
found in Jesus a most sympathetic friend. These pretend- 
ers, however, who made religion a battle of doctrines and 
used the smoke of the battle to screen their irreligious deal- 
ings with their neighbors, met in Him a ster critic. He 
did not hesitate to destroy their pretences and to reveal 


Gall T) AGe 


MESSENGER June 21, 1934 


them to their contemporaries for what they really were. 
Explain it as we will, it is a disconcerting fact that some 
of the most lively debaters about religion are the least 
trustworthy in their ethical judgments. When a person 
takes every conceivable opportunity to parade his religious 
knowledge, we are wise to watch our purses. The proba- 
bility is that he is not satisfied in his own heart with the 
manner of life to which he is habituated, and that he 
makes a great ado about religion in order to still the voice 
of his conscience. The signs of real religious experience 
are not boasting and controversy, but quiet strength, poise, 
devotion to one’s friends, loyalty to a difficult cause. 
—F. D. W. 


* * * 
“FATHER OF ALL, FROM LAND AND SEA” 


Within a few days we expect to be members of the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church. In view of the merger, 
it is particularly appropriate, therefore, that our Memory 
Hymn for July should be a hymn entitled, “4 Prayer for 
Unity”. It was written by Christopher Wordsworth, Bishop 
of Lincoln, England, immediately after the Nottingham 
Church Congress in 1871, and was published in the 1872 
edition of the author’s collections of hymns entitled, “The 
Holy Year’. It sets forth the idea that when Christian be- 
lievers are united in and around their Divine Head, the 
closer they are to Him the closer they are to each other. 

John Wesley, on one occasion, quoted the cheerful con- 
versation between Jehonadab and Jehu: “Is thine heart 
right, as my heart is with thy heart? .... If it be, give 
me thine hand.” “This does not mean,” said Wesley, “ ‘be 
of my opinion’; thou needest not. Neither do I mean, ‘I 
will be of thine opinion’; I cannot. Let all opinions alone; 
give me thine hand.” 

The distinguished Bishop who wrote this hymn was a 
nephew of the poet, William Wordsworth, with whom his 
relations were most intimate. He looked upon hymns as a 
valuable means of stamping permanently upon the memory 
the great doctrines of the Church, and he held it to be. the 
first duty of a hymn writer to teach sound doctrine and 
thus to save souls. The tune, “Hanford”, is by the emi- 
nent composer, Sir Arthur Sullivan. 

If the spirit of this hymn dwells in our hearts, there will 
be little difficulty either in our congregations or the denom- 
ination or the Christian Church as a whole. We scarcely 
have a right to expect fraternity and good will among the 
nations of the world until the Churches of Christ set a 
better example and show themselves to be “one” in spirit. 

* * * 


IS HOLLYWOOD WAKING UP? 


Reports indicate that the rapidly multiplying rumors of 
impending boycotts and the fast developing drive against 
indecent films have actually reached Hollywood and may 
put some measure of the fear of God into the hardened 
hearts of motion picture producers. The wave of criticism 
rolling up from the Churches, women’s clubs and various 
reform and educational organizations in recent weeks has 
actually begun to frighten the film folk. The Roman 
Catholic Church is to be credited with sponsoring the 
Legion of Decency, and although its drive has barely 
started, more than a million persons have already signed 
the pledge and it is expected that ten millions will be en- 
listed. 

A report to the New York Times states that the pro- 
ducers and directors are more concerned with the threat of 
Federal censorship than the threat of boycott by Church 
and club organizations. They profess not to feel greatly 
worried about the latter, it is said, as they think the people 
will refuse to obey the Church leaders. This may be true, 
and it will be necessary to convince them at the box office. 
It has been well said that if only 200,000 regular motion 
picture theatre patrons stay away from a given picture, it 
will be a flop, because $50,000 at the box office will spell 
the difference between success and failure for the average 
picture. Surely such a crusade in behalf of decency is most 
timely ! 

The Christian Century, however, points out that decency 
is not enough, and says: “The chief danger of the movies 
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does not lie in their indeceny, outrageous as that may be. 
It lies in their misrepresentation of life, their sentimentality, 
and their false standards. In home and school and Church 
a child is taught that the highest values in life are those 
represented by such adjectives as honest, courageous, faith- 
ful, loyal, competent, patient, wise, kind. In the average 
movie the child is taught that the kind of life worth having 
is that represented by such adjectives as bold, daring, rich, 
passionate, flaming, exciting, thrilling, stupendous. The 
first set of adjectives describes roughly the life of the 
spirit; the second set the life of things. The aim of the 
first is to produce character; the aim of the second is the 
gratification of the acquisitive and animal instincts. Be- 
tween the two a great gulf is fixed. No pledge of decency 
can touch this deeper evil. It will not be touched until we 
can bring to the making of pictures at the source of produc- 
tion the point of view of men and women who want to 
help us make good citizens out of our children, rather than 
simply make profits out of them. This does not mean cen- 
sorship; rather it means Federal regulation under the Fed- 
eral Bureau of Education or some commission specially 
appointed for this purpose.” 

Who can doubt that the films now are misrepresentaing 
life? Dr. Max Fornaes, of Denmark, says of our movies: 
“The American tommyrot which constitutes 90 per cent of 
all films shown in Denmark is essentially calculated for 
Negro tribes and other half-wild peoples.’ Nor will the 
fight be won until the vicious practices of block-booking 
and blind-selling are abolished. Right now we may be 
grateful that a real fight has been started to clean up the 
movies, and it looks as though a good many of those en- 
gaged in it really mean business. 

a ane 


A NEW HIGH MARK 


The prophets of gloom are again finding some difficulty 
in explaining the annual statistics of the Churches, as re- 
cently announced by the Christian Herald. These statistics 
show that Church membership in the United States has 
reached the new high mark of 6,812,878—a net gain of 
655,483 communicants in 1933. The proportion of Church 
membership to the total population increased from 48.19 
per cent in 1932 to 48.37 per cent in 1933. The largest 

ain in membership was 213,662, reported by the Methodist 
era Church. The Baptists came next with 193,571. 
The Roman Catholic Church gained 53,426. 

It may not be a complete surprise to state that the four 
Reformed Church bodies, who are “lumped” in these sta- 
tistics, are reported slightly “in the red’. Small denomina- 
tional bodies have had comparatively rough sledding in 
recent years, but it is a comfort to know that the Church 
as a whole is gaining recruits. We all know that the gain 
would be much greater if there were genuine consecration, 
but it is rather comforting to learn that the Church can 
reach a new high mark at such a time as this. 

a Ve. ve 


AN EPOCHAL EVENT 


The consummation of the organic union of the Evangel- 
ical. Synod of North America and the Reformed Church in 
the United States will, in a very real sense, be an epochal 
event in the history of these old Reformation denomina- 
tions, as well as the Protestant Church as a whole. 

But it will be, also, an epochal opportunity for the new 
denomination to do great things for the Church and the 
cause of Christ. The Church will make practically a new 
beginning, with a vast past experience and knowledge 
which is of incalculable value. This new start can be viewed 
with enthusiasm, if the many longed for—at least on the 
part of the Reformed Church people—changes for the bet- 
terment of congregational and pastoral affairs, as well as 
Board management, can be secured. 


Two of the most important matters which would affect 
congregations and pastors are: supervision of congregations 
and the calling and dismissal of pastors. It is too early to 
discuss these questions, but it is not too early for congrega- 
tions and pastors to think about them. The time is now at 
hand to begin to think through these things; and when the 


CHURCH 


MESSENGER 3 


time comes to adopt a Constitution, pastors and elders 
should be ready to express their views. 

Pastors now will have an opportunity to correct, so far 
as possible, the evils which have been so obvious in our 
method of establishing and dissolving pastoral relationships. 
There are, also, some other things which could be improved 
for the good of the Church and its membership. 

May this “Union of Mind and Heart” produce, through 
the leading of the Spirit, a denominational life and goy- 
ernment which will be an example for other denominations 
of Christian people. Fortunately, there is no need of haste 
in making changes. The denominations, after the merger, 
will continue, for a time, as they have been doing. Let us 
make all changes and improvements possible, but let us 
take all the time that is necessary to consider the changes, 
so that when they are made they will be the result of the 
best thought and leadership of the united Church. 

We can look forward to great things if we take the time 


to secure them. —PaAuL JOHN 
Ee £5 


PARENTS VERSUS CLERGY 


In the annual report of one of the assistant rectors of 
St. Bartholomew’s Protestant Episcopal Parish in New 
York City, the minister whose responsibility includes re- 
ligious education, sums up his year’s work as follows: “An 
extraordinary situation has developed in the field of re- 
ligious education in Manhattan. On the one hand, the 
clergy honestly feel that parents are not really interested in 
the religious education of their children; on the other hand, 
parents honestly feel that their interest and especially their 
suggestions for their improvement are not wanted by the 
clergy and will not be accepted by them. Each side places 
the responsibility for initiative on the other. The parents 
say that they would like to have the clergy make the Church 
School so attractive that their children will like to attend; 
the clergy say that they are helpless without the support 
of the parents.” 

It is suggested that in dealing with this situation every 
Church should have a strong and able group, representing 
the interest of parents, clergy and active leaders, which 
can and will integrate these conflicting ideas into a con- 
structive parish program. It is felt that parents must be 
convinced that when they enroll their children in the 
Church’s educational program, they are enlisting with the 
Church leaders in a common enterprise. Moreover, there 
are few who would claim that the majority of Churches 
are as yet meeting their educational opportunities in a really 
adequate way. Surely there should be no controversy be- 
tween parents and clergy. Unless they work together, we 
have no right to expect really satisfactory results. The 
tragedy as well as the pathos of the situation is found in 
the fact that so many parents, both by precept and exam- 
ple, are working at cross-purposes with the pastors and are 
in many cases undoing the good work which the Church 
aims to accomplish in the building of character. 

* * * 


WHEN THE TIDE COMES IN 


A few years ago two of our bravest young Americans, 
Colonel and Mrs. Lindbergh, were in far-off, famine-swept 
China, earnestly seeking to do their part to aid those fam- 
ishing thousands. Perhaps you heard later over the radio 
Anne Lindbergh’s dramatic account of their experiences. 
She told of how they had packed into their plane surgical 
instruments, medicines, bandages and dressings, and then 
flew far back from the coast into the interior of China, 
landing near a village, only to find the plane surrounded by 
a great crowd of people shouting for food. The boxes were 
eagerly opened by the natives; amid cries of disappoint- 
ment, medicines, bandages and surgical instruments were 
scattered and trampled underfoot. The two who had come 
there on an errand of mercy were forced to make a hurried 
ascent in their plane and were off just in time to save their 
own lives! 


In that story we have indeed a most striking comment 
on our recent civilization. In one of his effective sermons, 
Dr. Ivan Lee Holt comments as follows on that scene in 
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China: “We have the most perfect surgical instruments, 
the best antiseptic bandages, the flowering of mechanical 
genius in the airplane, and they are of no help because men 
perish for the lack of food. As human beings cry for 
bread, we cannot still the cry by boasting of the inventive 


genius of the modern mind. The world needs a soul—and 
it has mechanical and inventive genius! What a merry 


time we had of it during the days of prosperity! Essay- 
ists, biographers, and novelists dissected the human body, 
and really enjoyed the gruesome task of showing it had no 
soul. A school of psychology insisted that we behave as 
we do in response to external stimuli. A group of philoso- 
phers walked out into the vast cosmos from which God had 
disappeared, tightened belts, whistled to keep up -courage, 
and insisted that man is capable of taking over the universe. 
An English philosopher viewed with equanimity the jour- 
ney of mankind into darkness and nothingness, and insisted 
that he was not at all disturbed; man walked a path grow- 
ing ever darker; the only light was the glow of a burning 
Valhalla, as heaven and God went up in smoke. People 
had become iconoclastic. The Ten Commandments were 
forgotten. Nietzsche, after a severe attack on Christian 
teaching, had cried triumphantly, ‘I have broken the old 
tables.’ An observer in the America of recent years might 
have said, ‘Not only are the tables broken, but the throne 
of God is shaken.’ The emancipated and sophisticated have 
insisted, “There is no God—and we have had the privilege 
of destroying Him.’ ” 

Addressing a thousand graduates of Temple University, 
the eminent divine, Dr. Wm. L. Sullivan, states the recent 
situation in these words: 

“Let us be brave enough to confess that we live in an 
age of psychic depletion, of spiritual vagueness, if not 
destitution, in which there is not only a twilight of the 
gods, but a skeptical distrust of the lordliest works of man 
and a merciless questioning of the value of civilization, of 
freedom, and of man’s very existence as a moral being.” 

This pitiful attempt of men, wise in their own conceit, to 
shake their puny fists in the face of the Almighty, had not 
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been unknown in the history of the past. This last attack 
differed from those preceding it only in the speciousness of 
its methods and the wealth of its resources. The result is 
always the same. The mood is already changing; thousands 
have been sadly disillusioned; the sardonic laughter of the 
cynics has become a rather sickly grin. So wise an ob- 
server as Dr. L. P. Jacks, Editor of the Hibbert Journal, 
declares that our intelligent young people are once again, 
for the most part, ready to show respect for the Ten Com- 
mandments. 

The way is hard; there is yet much to be done to regain 
the lost heights ; but the dawn is breaking. The message of 
the hour comes from an undaunted Leader Who in the 
presence of a seemingly impossible task faced His Cross 
with invincible courage and cried to His followers: ‘‘Fear 
not, little flock; it is your Father’s good pleasure to give 
you the Kingdom.” It is the business of the Church of 
Christ to specialize in the “seemingly impossible.” And 
some of our prophets do not hesitate to say that we are 
about ready for a great religious movement. They tell 
us that the tide, at last, is coming in. When men who were 
so long bewitched by scientific achievement and material 
prosperity and a theologized Christ, really wake up to see 
that nationalism is not enough, that secularism cannot sat- 
isfy, that material wealth and mechanical invention cannot 
meet the needs of the human heart—that will provide an 
unexampled chance for spiritual religion. Dr. T. R. 
Glover has reminded us that “every great religious move- 
ment coincides with a new discovery of truth.” May we 
not then believe that the Evangelical and Reformed Church 
is to be born at a strategic hour in the history of mankind! 
Perchance we have come to the Kingdom for such a time as 
this. We are launching on an adventure of faith that may 
inspire other Protestants. If, consecrated to the Divine 
purpose, we enter the open door of opportunity, forbearing 
one another in love, endeavoring to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace, no man on earth can estimate 
the possible spiritual victories of the years just ahead. 
Therefore, brothers, be of good courage! 


The Thoughts of Justus Timberline 


They All Dip from One Stream 


Christianity is the most mistreated reli- 
gion of them all. Many of its professed 
followers seem to find its various demands 
irksome, and yet thousands of people, who 
don’t even try it in its usual forms, are 
spending their time and good money on 
this and that milk-and-water scheme whose 
milk is all borrowed from the New Testa- 
ment. 

Just as I have to remind my best Jewish 
friend that he is missing a wealth of wis- 
dom and help by ignoring his own Bible, 


can get a job at his trade. 
especially now. 

His skill and strength are part of his 
capital. Each day is also a part. If no- 
body hires him, he’s lost all that capital, 
and forever. 

His job is meal ticket, rent, children’s 
shoes, and a dress for his wife. Can he 
quit when he chooses? You know he can’t. 

I’m no political economist. I’m a prac- 
tical and, I hope, practicing Christian. 
This nonsense about labor’s preferred posi- 
tion arouses my Christian indignation, as 


It’s some risk 
’ 


Let that 


so I have to drop a hint now and then to 
some of my Gentile friends. 

These folk are enthusiastic devotees of 
one cult or another, most of which I’ve 
looked into just far enough to see where 
the cult’s really important ideas came 
from. Yes, you’ve guessed it. And mainly 
from the four gospels. 

I know a man who would not be taken 
for religious minded, by the casual ob- 
server. But he was asking the other day 
where he could get a copy of “The Imita- 
tion of Christ,’ by Thomas a Kempis. 

He wanted it to send to one of his ac- 
quaintances who is interested in a highly 
prosperous cult. movement. 

“For,” said he, “whether he knows it or 
not, that cult is very largely based on ‘The 
Imitation,’ and he needs to realize how big 
his debt is to old a Kempis.” 

Now I’m a long way from being as in- 
tense a mystic as Thomas a Kempis was, 
but I know where he got his ideas. 

Yes; same place. 


A Real Doctrine of Anti-Christ 


Just when you think the world has 
unanimously agreed to scrap a wornout 


idea, it bobs up again somewhere, shiny 
and slick, as if it had come straight from 
the idea factory. 

I read in a Church paper this statement 
—not by the editor; he knows better— 
“Capital risks investments and pays taxes, 
upkeep, interest, investment, and for raw 
material and for storage and sale of prod- 
uct. Labor risks nothing, has nothing to 
lose, and can quit when it pleases.” 

Now, I’m a eapitalist, in a small way, 
and I know the truth of the first sentence. 
Not only so, but I’ve no desire to see my 
modest means reduced any further — 
they’ve dropped considerably of late years. 

But I took to my Sunday School class 
the sentence which I’ve in bold face, to 
show the men how hard it is to kill even 
a perfectly out-of-date idea. 

I know as well as the next man what 
capital has to risk, but exactly three things 
are wrong with the statement about labor. 

Labor has a lot to risk. It has a lot 
to lose. And it can’t quit when it pleases. 
Other than that, ve no fault to find with 
the brother’s assertion. 

When a worker learns a trade, he risks 
his time and trouble on the chance that he 


well as my capitalistic fears. 
rotten old idea get back, and my ‘Christian 
teaching would mean as little to some men 
in my Bible class as it meant to the serfs 
of Russia or the blacks in a slave ship’s 
hold. > 

It would destroy all that I believe about 
economics; but, still worse, it would make 
unworkable all that I believe about human 
brotherhood. 

And yet a Christian man can write to 
a Christian paper, and never guess that 
he’s arguing for the use of human beings 
as commodities, with nothing more yalu- 
able about them than the market price of 
their time and strength and skill—a price, 
by the way, that usually is fixed without 
their being consulted about the amount. 

Old Russia was run on that idea. So 
now is Italy being run, and Germany; and 
new Russia has a good deal of it. As you 
see, it’s still alive in the United States. 

But, all the same, it is a doctrine of 
anti-Christ! 


Lawbreaking, to You; Convenience, to Me 


At lunch today with several business 
men, the talk got around to law obsery- 
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ance. No; we didn’t discuss repeal; 
though it would have been appropriate, for 
my guess is that there’s more liquor law- 
lessness now than under Prohibition. 

But I got the chance to stick in a word 
on my favorite theory; which is, that we 
Americans are a lawless lot, generally. 

One man spoke of the uselessness of ap- 
plying to the police in ordinary cases of 
theft; he said the cops were ready to do 
anything for you if you “came across,” and 
nothing if you didn’t. 

“But,” said I, “why blame the police? 
Who made ’em that way?” 

And then came three or four stories 
which were as good as confessions. One 
man had squared a traffic violation ticket 
for $5.00. Another had “seen” a public 
official and had his property assessment 
reduced. Another had done a favor for a 
building inspector and avoided having to 
make expensive changes in his factory. 

You may think I’m playing up my own 
ideas, but it’s a fact that these men as 
much as admitted that they thought it all 
right to get around the law, “provided no- 
body is harmed by it.” 

I told ’em that was just the point. No 
one person may be hurt when I park my 
car in a forbidden place, but I’m helping 
the great American game of beating the 
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law, and that hurts us all, in the long run. 

My pastor understands all about this. 
A few weeks ago he preached on law ob- 
servance, but he didn’t use the familiar 
arguments. 

He just said that nobody can demand the 
observance of one law so long as he finds 
it econvenient—and safe—to break another. 

His text? It was that fine exaggera- 
tion about the mote and the beam—a log 
in your own eye and a splinter in your 
neighbor’s. 

A few of our solid members were not 
very happy over that sermon’s direct and 
realistic illustrations; but none of them 
seemed able to think of any satisfactory 
way of saying that their shoes were not 
being pinched. 

You see, we all knew that our pastor 
knew exactly what he was talking about, 
and that if necessary he could give dates, 
places, and names! 


Timberlines 


The hardest thing for Methodists and 
some others to say is, “We are unable to 
do what we had planned to do.” Lately, 
I have watched a preacher, a Sunday 
School superintendent, a college president, 
and a bishop, all of whom found them- 
selves faced by circumstances that made 
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unworkable one of their cherished plans. 
And I had the same experience myself, in 
a much smaller way. Did we all say plain 
ly that we had been defeated by influ- 
ences we could not control? You know 
we didn’t. Every one of us discovered a 
face-saving explanation. We do hate to 
admit we’re licked; which may be one rea- 
son we are so often not licked at all. 
* * * 
_ We still have a prayer meeting in our 
Church, and I take credit for having im- 
proved it about forty per cent. Seemed 
to me something was the matter. So I 
got three sixty watt bulbs at the electri- 
cal store and screwed ’em in where twen- 
ty-five watt bulbs had been. Everybody 
says the prayer meeting is improving; but 
only three people know why. 
* * + 

In our Church we aim to produce our 
own leaders. That’s why newcomers go 
on probation for a year or so before being 
elected to office. We can afford not to be 
in a hurry. I’ve noticed that the turnover 
is apt to be rapid when Churches and Sun- 
day Schools are keen to elect untried 
strangers as teachers and officers. But 
where the Church doesn’t grow its own, it 
sort of has to depend on chance-come help, 
and can’t be choosy. 


The Merger, As An Evangelical Sees It 


(Address before the Synod of the Potomac, Hood College, Frederick, Md., June 13, 1934, by the Rev, 
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I address the members and friends of 
this 62nd Annual Synod of the Potomac 
of the Reformed Church in the United 
States as an Evangelical tonight. Two 
weeks from today, were there a repetition 
of this hour, I should say, and be proud 
to say, that I address you as an Evangeli- 
eal-Reformed or as an Reformed-Evangeli- 
cal, according to the nomenclature used. 

For my brethren and sisters who have 
found it possible to accept your thoughtful 
and kind invitation to attend this Synod 
meeting, and especially this evening wor- 
ship hour, devoted to Church Union, as 
well as for those who have likewise receiv- 
ed the invitation but have found is im- 
possible to attend, I wish to express deep 
appreciation and gratitude. The fine spirit 
manifested in your kindness has elicited 
much brotherly feeling. Anew we are re- 
minded and are made to feel that we are 
definitely on the way to a blessed cor- 
porate unity. B8 

As a firm believer in the rich possibili- 
ties of the merger about to be consum- 
mated, and as one who has been interested 
in its program for a number of years I 
am convinced that we are, as denomina- 
tions, revealing a sensitiveness to the 
leading of God’s Spirit moving upon the 
waters of our day. The “drawing together” 
of people religiously minded is, so to speak, 
in the air. It has already spread and is 
continuing to spread as if by contagion. 
Following the Reformation of the early 
sixteenth century there began and for sev- 
eral centuries there was carried to the 
extreme the separating process. Like a 
tree the Protestant Church has divided 
over and over again into a double trunk, 
branches, twigs and even leaves. In ac- 
curate tables enumerating the denomina- 
tions and sects in our land there are listed 
more than two hundred. The twentieth 
century has begun in an auspicious way 
not only to check this process but to re- 
verse it. The process of uniting has defi- 
nitely set in. Federation, co-operation is 
evidenced on every hand. Conferences of 
world proportion and significance bear tes- 
timony to the growing desire on the part 
of Christians to work together in greater 
effectiveness, brotherliness, Christian for- 
bearance and love. 


HIS JOY IS IN SERVICE 


One of the most useful and ener- 
getic evangelistic workers in Japan 
is Rural Secretary Yotaro Kurihara 
who has just spent a year of nation- 
wide activity in the service of the 
National Christian Council of Japan. 
He has been helping to organize 
Farmers’ Gospel Schools in many 


places, has given addresses at con- 
ferences, rural and urban, and has 
laid the rural situation, the distress- 
ing economic and spiritual destitu- 


tion of the farmers, upon the hearts 
and consciences of Churches wher- 
ever he has gone. The Christian 
Council, like other institutions, is 
compelled to work under a reduced 
budget, and told Mr. Kurihara that 
this year they would have to make 
a cut of 68% in his salary. The 
evangelist sacrificially agreed to 
continue his work on only 32% of 
a normal salary, for he is convinced 
that to the rural population must be 
given the Bread of Life.—From the 
“Christian Council Bulletin.” 


The merger about to be effected mani- 
fests this sensitiveness in our two groups, 
for which we praise God. That there is 
a kindred spirit, outlook, interpretation, as 
well as an almost identical aim and pur- 
pose, between us, we know from state- 
ments made many times and in various 
places during these past few years. In 
his little pamphlet entitled, “A Union of 
Mind and Heart,’ Dr. Richards states that 
Professor Emanuel V. Gerhart, of your 


Laneaster Seminary, told him more than — 


onee that Prof. Philip Schaff expressed the 
hope as early as 1850 that our two 
Churches and denominations should be one. 
That this was a sensing of the inner one- 
ness of heart and mind and a prophetic in- 


- sight into what should and would come as 


we see it today, needs no elaboration. 


In the Evangelical Synod there has been 
ingrained a spirit of unity, coupled with 


tolerance toward those believing otherwise 
than we do. Since our founding, emphasis 
has been laid thereon. Not always, sure- 
ly, have we been true to this high ideal, 
but in the minds and hearts of our people, 
as in the minds and hearts of your people, 
there has resided and grown stronger an 
irenic¢ spirit. Professor Carl Schneider 
pointed out in a paper read at our last 
General Conference, which has since been 
printed, entitled, “The Place of the Evan- 
gelical Synod in American Protestantism,” 
that several times were we on the thres- 
hold of reaction and narrowness, but that 
each time the liberal position won. 

In essentials unity, in non-essentials lib- 
erty, in all things love,—this stands 
written upon dozens of our congregational 
monthly papers. Our denominational 
weeklies make much use of the “Endeav- 
oring to keep the unity of the spirit in 
the bonds of peace,” ete. 

Brethren, we are one and have been one 
for many more years than we ever dream- 
ed in all things essential—and now through 
the efforts of our Joint Commission on 
Union and subsequent to the decision of 
both bodies in their customary way, we 
are to become objectively, organically, 
practically what we have been at heart. 
Surely no merger of Church bodies was 
ever entered with more promise of success 
and blessing. 

This merger is, beyond any doubt or 
question in my own mind, in harmony with 
the mind, heart and attitude of Christ, 
Who alone is the head of the Church, 
Who alone is its foundation and the object 
to which all its efforts are directed. And 
if it is the will of God, as expressed in 
His Son, the complete and full revelation 
of Himself, if it is in harmony with the 
mind and will of Christ, it cannot fail. 
If it is not, it cannot succeed. When 
Peter and the early Apostles were being 
prosecuted, wise Gamaliel is quoted in 
Acts 5:38 as saying: “If this counsel or 
this work be not of God, it will come to 
naught. But if it be of God, ye cannot 
overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even 
to fight against God.” 

Why do we believe it to be from God? 
Why do we believe it to be in harmony 
with the mind and heart of Christ? 
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Firstly, because the expression of the 
desire for oneness was incorporated in the 
High Priestly prayer, which more than any 
other prayer, the prayer beginning 
with the words “Our Father,” deserves the 
name of the Lord’s Prayer. In the latter 
Jesus taught His disciples to pray. In 
the former He Himself prayed in the in 
tensity and deep inner spirituality of His 


even 


soul as He approached the lengthening 
shadows of the Cross. What the Spirit 
utters in such moments and at such 
times must be considered as_ central, 
must be viewed as an intense desire, 
one to which others, also important, 
must be subjected. That the desire 
for unity among His followers was 


paramount in the mind of Jesus, is shown 
by the oft recurring thought for unity 
in this prayer. 

“Tet this mind be in you which was also 
in Christ Jesus,” applies here. If the plea 
for unity was so prominent in the mind, 
and even more so, in the heart of Jesus, 
as to express itself in this prayer, can 
we who are His followers, committed to 
His ideals, His ways and Spirit, neglect or 
even relegate to an insignificant place in 
our thinking and acting the idea of and 
for Christian unity? To do so is plainly 
a violation of our trust. 

Nor does this necessitate conformity of 
belief or character. One needs only to 
remind himself of the diversity of charac- 
ter and the consequent diversity of opin- 
ion among the disciples themselves to see 
that such a necessity is not implied. John, 
with his deep spiritual and mystical in- 
sight, gained after much experience; 
Peter, with his daring and impulsive origi- 
nality; James, with his practical trend 
and Thomas with his scientific spirit, the 
rationalist among the disciples, were rea- 
sons enough for this prayer of the Master. 
Was it perhaps because of this diversity 
and the danger of a divided Church which 
it might bring about, that our Lord prayed 
so ardently and intensely that His follow- 
ers might be one? We believe that unity 
of Christ’s followers must be our aim, be- 
cause the idea of unity was Christ’s ideal. 
We cannot minimize its importance or neg- 
lect its implications without being in a 
large measure untrue to His ideal. 

Secondly, we believe the merger to be 
in harmony with the mind and will of 
Christ because Christ expressed the pro- 
phetie idea that the world’s salvation, the 
faith of the world in Him, and in His 
emanation from the Father, depended upon 
it. The unity of the Church is one of the 
conditions of a converted humanity. At- 
tribute the cause and the blame of un- 
belief, as we will, to the world with its 
modern materialistic trend, its philosophi- 
cal by-paths and mechanistic conceptions, 
we cannot deny that it was the mind and 
thought of Christ that the reason for the 
world’s unbelief, the reason for the im- 
potence of the Church to make a deeply 
spiritual impression upon the world, lies 
largely in its unnatural and un-Christian 
division. 

“That they also may be one in us: that 
the world may believe that Thou hast sent 
Me” (v. 21). My followers must be one 
in us, that the world may believe that Thou 
hast sent me, that I am Thy prescribed 
way of salvation for it. But He goes even 
further when in verse 23 He prays, “I in 
them and Thou in Me, that they may be 
made perfect in one and that the world 
may know that Thou hast sent Me, and 
hast loved them as Thou hast loved Me.” 

Christ’s followers must be one in order 
that the world, humanity, may know that 
“Thou, the Father, hast loved Me and hast 
loved them even as Thou hast loved Me.” 

The failure of humanity to believe that 
God has loved them each and every one 
is due, if we accept the foresight and mind 
of Christ, not to the impotence of the Cross 
in the Chureh’s preaching, not to sin only 
as manifested in the world, but also to the 
sin of the Church and the followers of 
Christ, in that they have permitted the 
mind and will of ‘Christ to become blurred 
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and perverted, that they have tried to con- 
vert the world without first meeting the 
conditions which Christ has set for the 
world’s belief and salvation. 

In the opening sermon at the Lausanne 
Conference, Aug. 3, 1927, Bishop Charles 
H. Brent said, “An unbelieving world is 
the price we are paying for our divisions. 
‘Father I pray that they might all 
be one; even as Thou, Father, art in Me 
and I in Thee; that they also may be in 
us, that the world may believe that Thou 
didst send Me.’ What a challenge to 
Christendom to set its own house in order 
before it further infect the Eastern world 
with sectarianism that robs the Gospel of 
its corporate power and gives people a stone 
instead of bread. The hundred mission- 
ary societies in China today are as suicidal 
for Christianity as the civil divisons are 
to her national peace and prosperity.” Can 
we face these deductions, logical and con- 
clusive as they appear to be, without feel- 
ing that in a large measure, we, the Chris- 
tian Church and believers, have made for 
the impotence of Christ’s message? Can 
we look upon these deductions without 
spiritual repentance and humiliation, such 
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Pastor Palmer Square Evangelical 
Church, Chicago, Ill., who has been one 
of the most active and influential 
members of the Commission on Union. 
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as have ever been the groundwork which 
has preceded all spiritual progress? 

Thirdly, we believe that the merger is 
in harmony with the mind of Christ be- 
cause, according to Christ, the perfection 
of the Church and His followers is con- 
ditioned upon it. In verse 23 Christ prays, 
“T in them and Thou in Me, that they 
may be made perfect in One.” Not in two 
or two hundred, but in one, in the unity 
of mind, heart, and spirit shall we be per- 
fected. The disciples, the Church whieh 
constitutes their followers, are indeed to 
be made perfect, but the attainment of this 
ideal, the perfection, is to come only as 
we are one. 

We must learn to work together, to pray 
together in brotherly love. If we have it, 
we cannot fail to achieve, or if we fail, 
we cannot but look upon the Church and 
ourselves as having neglected Christ’s ex- 
plicit wish. If we have it not, we shall 
fail not only in Christianizing the world 
but also in attaining for ourselves any ap- 
preciable approach to the Christian ideal. 

Robert H. Gardiner, last Secretary of 
the World Conference on Faith and Order, 
says: “Our divisions arose, and are being 
perpetuated by the pride and diversity and 
instability of the human will. Finite man 
has undertaken to delimit the relationship 
of God to the world, and in the pride of 
his opinion, he has dared to act as if to 
him had been trusted the whole counsel of 
the Almighty, and as if God were shut 
into this or that peculiar means for the 
salvation of the world. Hence we have 
sought our own will, not God’s, and our 
prayers for unity are too often in sub- 
stance only that God will bring the world 
to agree with us.” 

We must begin somewhere to bring our- 
selves to the mind and heart and will of 
Christ, and then the world can more effee- 
tively be brought there. The merger is a 
step in this direction; and as we launch 
upon it, we are striving toward that ideal 
and will be walking upon the pathway 
whose termination will be the perfecting 
of the saints. 

We are engaged in a holy task. But let 
none think that I am of the opinion that 
the days and years immediately ahead of 
us are to be as a plaeid, quiet lake, where- 
on there will be nothing but smooth sail- 
ing. Difficulties of adjustment in organi- 
zation and administration, in formulation 
of plans and programs, will be encounter- 
ed on every side. Selfishness and seeking 
after personal preferment, which have 
never died out since the disciples asked 
the Lord on the eve of His crucifixion who 
among them should be greatest, will creep 
in here and there. Jealousy and suspicion 
will show their head and under-current 
feelings will invade human hearts as they 
have ever done. 

In our own camp I have heard this argu- 
ment against the merger. We have held 
it to be our sacred trust to endeavor to be 
a Union Church, where Lutheran and Re- 
formed might find a common soil and lan- 
guage. Just as soon as we become one 
with either one or the other alone, we are 
making more difficult the possibility of 
success in the other direction. J concede 
the argument. It is valid. But whatever 
future difficulties there may be, we are 
convinced that the merger is God’s will, 
and we should betray our trust were we 
to allow obstacles for the future to deter 
us. 

All difficulties will be overcome, one by 
one, as they arise. Not by gauging their 
strength or force in a theoretical way in 
advance, but by trustingly going forward, 
shall we overcome. “He that observeth 
the wind shall not sow, and he that re- 
gardeth the clouds shall not reap.” (Heel. 
11:4.) There is an absorbing, pessimistic 
search for difficulties, which is bound to 
magnify them, which will preclude plant- 
ing and reaping. “Speak to the children 
of Israel that they go forward,” was the 
answer Moses received from God when he 
hesitated at the Red Sea. 

There is a beautifully significant state- 
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ment in the account of the cleansing of the 
ten lepers which I think applies here. After 
Jesus had told them to go show themselves 
to the priests, they obeyed, and then we 
have this statement, “And it came to pass, 
that, as they went, they were cleansed” 
(Luke 17:14). As we pursue the objec- 
tive of consummating this merger, we shall 
be cleansed, we shall find power, wisdom, 
patience and blessing. God seldom reveals 
His whole will at one time. Always He 
seems to leave something unknown, uncer- 
tain. 

After Paul’s change of heart on the road 
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to Damascus, when he was in a quanda y 
as to what he should do, perhaps wonder- 
ing whether he should return to Jerusalem 


or continue on, God spake, “Arise and go 
into the city and it shall be told thee what 
thou must do” (Acts 9:6). And it was 


told him. “I was not disobedient to the 
heavenly vision,’ he says in an address 
later on. Not by a full knowledge of the 
way are all difficulties to be met, but by a 
trusting spirit, which will reveal the things 
to be done as we go forward F. W. Rob- 
ertson calls obedience “the organ of spir- 
itual knowledge.” Not intellectual ability 
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or keenness of mind is most essential, but 
trusting obedience. “And Abraham went 


out, not knowing whither he went.” Bless- 


ing, guidance, fruit, have always accom- 
panied the efforts of those who have 
launched out into the deep. 

The merger will not mean less effort, 


smaller giving, less sacrifice or less work— 
but more. Only as it does mean a greater 
willingness and a more truly sacrificial 
spirit will it fulfill God’s will. I close with 
Phillips Brooks’ great words, “Lord, we 
pray not for tasks equal to our strength, 
but for strength equal to our task.” 


Eden Theological Seminary of the Evangelical Synod 


Entrance Administration Bldg., Eden 
Theological Seminary, St. Louis, Mo. 


Eden Seminary, located at Webster 
Groves, Missouri, is the only seminary of 
the Evangelical Synod. It is supported 
directly by the entire denomination and 
has trained a very large proportion of the 
ministers and missionaries who are serv- 
ing the Evangelical Church today. For 
this reason the Seminary is one of the 
most vital centers of the Church’s religious 
life. Nearly all Evangelical pastors are 
drawn together by a common Alma Mater 
as well as by the common task in which 
they are engaged. 

The Seminary opened its doors at 
Marthasville, Mo., in 1850. In 1883 it 
was moved to a site near St. Louis. In 
1924 it was transferred to the new campus 
in Webster Groves, one of the most beau- 
tiful suburbs of St. Louis. During the 
19th century nearly all of the work of the 
Seminary was carried on in German. 
Since the beginning of the present cen- 
tury the trend has been more and more 
toward English. Today all classes are con- 
ducted in English, although an attempt 
is made to acquaint the student with the 
more permanent values of our German 
heritage and to foster an appreciation for 
the results of German scholarship. The 
fact that nearly all of the present mem- 
bers of the faculty have pursued post- 
graduate studies in Germany helps to keep 
the Seminary in touch with European 
thought. 

The Seminary also aims to serve a need 
beyond the confines of one denomination. 
In recent years students from other de- 
nominations have completed their courses 
of study at Eden, and an increasing num- 
ber of pastors of various denominations 
are pursuing studies at Eden on a part- 
time basis. Since 1933 women are also ad- 
mitted, provided they meet the standard 
entrance requirements. The A.B. degree is 
required for entrance. 

In recent years the enrollment has aver- 
aged about 80 students, who come from 
all parts of the country. At present the 
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LIFE 


Youth seeks 

For Light and Truth— 

Watching, list’ning, learning 

From men who walk the Road of 
Life 

And know! 


Adults 
Gather Knowledge 
Gleaned from experience— 


Bits of Joy, 
Pain, 
Despair! 


Old age 

Alone grows wise 

In sorting scraps of Life; 
Learns understanding, 
Sympathy 

And Love! 


—Grace Harner Poffenberger 


Success, Heartache, 


faculty is composed of eight full-time and 
six part-time instructors. With the be- 
ginning of the 1934-35 school year Eden 
will enter into a merger with the Central 
Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church, formerly located at Dayton, Ohio. 
This will mean an enlarged student body, 
the addition of three members of the 
Central Seminary faculty, and a unique 
opportunity to share in the preparation 
for the ministry of the new united Church. 
Thus many of the coming leaders of the 
united Church will be able to begin their 
theological studies in a setting which re- 
flects the mutual understanding and co- 
operation which shall exist between the 
two parties of the new union. 

Eden aims to give its students a well- 
rounded preparation for the ministry. No 
minister knows too much, but often he is 
poorly prepared to use what he knows. 


Fer this reason the Seminary is developing 
a program of field work by means of which 
each student will be introduced to the 
practical work of the ministry as he prog- 
resses in his academie work. Students in 
the Junior class will take part in some 
form of boys’ work, the Middlers will en- 
gage in some form of religious education, 
and Seniors will have an opportunity to 
engage in pastoral work. All of this field 
work is to be carried out under the super- 
vision of experienced leaders. The various 
classes will meet to discuss the problems 
and implications of the work in which 
they are engaged. Thus it is hoped that 
each student will receive some insight 
into the work of the ministry before he 
leaves the Seminary. 

Life at Eden is as natural as the Chris- 
tian life is natural. There is time for 
work and time for unburdened fellowship 
and play. There is time for worship and 
time for the appreciation of beauty. The 
school aims to become a Christian fellow- 
ship in which our common goals transcend 
all artificial distinctions between students 
and faculty, upper classmen and lower 
classmen, or between men of various na- 
tionalities and races. In the past year 
three Negroes have participated in the life 
of the campus and all of us have bene- 
fited by the experience. The Seminary is 
small enough so that the relationship be- 
tween student and instructor is very inti- 
mate. 

It is a great source of anticipation and 
satisfaction to the Seminary that it will 
be one of the first institutions to demon- 
strate the common fellowship which is to 
grow out of the union of our Churches. 
Eden Seminary will belong not only to 
that branch of! the Chureh which originally 
gave it life, but also to a greater Chureh 
which brings us new life and wider oppor- 
tunities. May Eden also have something 
to give to that greater branch of Christ’s 
Church! 


FACULTY, EDEN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
Rear (left to right): H. H. Lohans, Alfred Alberswerth, John Biegeleisen, Harold 
P. Schultz, E. O. Elbring, Harold A. Pflug. 


Front: Allen G. Wehrli, William J. Halfter, William Baur, Samuel D. Press (Presi- 
dent), Theophil W. Menzel, Carl E. Schneider. 
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E. L. Nollau 


shall obtain merey.” It is significant that 
Synod’s first 
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are the merciful 


“Go, and do thou likewise.” 


His Beatitudes they find the promise of 


“Blessed 
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The Rev. S. Kruse, D.D., 437 W. Rose Hill Ave., Kirkwood, Mo. 


They hear the admonition o 


The Institutions of Charity of the Evangelical Synod of N. A. 


The story of the Good Samaritan has 


ever been an inspiration of the followers 


of Christ. 
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Evangelical Emmaus Home for Feebleminded and Epileptics 
St. Charles, Missouri 


Mo., was called the “Good Samaritan Hos- 
pital.” 
Healed the Sick 

In the early fifties of the past century 
many immigrants came to this country, 
and among them many young men who 
sought to establish a home in this prom- 
ised land. When some of them were over- 
taken by sickness, they were in a pre 


dicament. The boarding house did not 
offer and could not offer the necessary 
nursing and medical care. Rev. EH. L. 


Nollau took them in and provided sick 
rooms for them in a small rented home 
and put them under medical care and 
proper nursing. This was in 1856. Benevo. 
lent members of his Church interested and 
aided him to build a hospital. During 
the Civil War the government rented it 
for its sick and wounded soldiers. Later 
this hospital was changed to an Old Folks’ 
Home and is now ealled the “Good Samar- 
itan Home for the Aged.” 

The next hospital established was the 
Deaconess Home and Hospital at St. Louis, 
Mo., in 1889, This Deaconess Hospital 
stresses the education and training of 
deaconesses and is at the present time the 
only Evangelical hospital operating fully 
as a deaconess institution. Over 60 dea- 
conesses engaged in~ the hospital work, 
while others have gone into Home and 
Foreign Missions as well as other types 
of institutional parish work. 

The next hospitals to be organized were 
the Evangelical Deaconess Hospital at 
Evansville, Indiana, founded in 1892; at 


can be gained by their property values. 
We herewith give a list of these respec- 
tive values: Detroit, Mich., $900,000; St. 
Louis, Mo., $890,789; Chicago, Ill., $768,- 
888; Cleveland, Ohio, $500,000; Milwau- 
kee, Wis., $421,197; Evansville, Ind., $401,- 
769: Marshalltown, Iowa, $300,000; Fari- 
bault, Minn., $225,000; Lincoln, Il., $150,- 
000; total amount, $4,557,525. The total 
indebtedness is $1,403,035; net value, 
$3,154,490. These hospitals have in the 
last year received in donations $19,790.61. 
These enabled the hospitals to reduce 
debts and render free or partly free ser- 
vice. All of their profits go the same way. 


Orphan Homes 


“Who receiveth one of them 
Me.” 


The oldest orphans’ home of the Evan- 
gelical Synod was founded in 1858 by 
Rev. E. L. Nollau in St. Louis, Mo., dur-: 
ing an epidemic of the cholera. It now 
has a beautiful home near St. Louis. In 
1865 Rev. Mr. Hartmann, of St. Pauls 
Church, in Chicago, Ill, opened an 
orphanage to provide a home for the many 
orphans in consequence of the Civil War. 
It is called the Uhlich Home, sinee Mr. 
Uhlich sponsored this Children’s Home in 
a magnificent way. Bensenville, Ill, De- 
troit, Mich., and Hoyleton, Ill., followed 


receiveth 
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Deaconess Hospital, Evansville, Indiana 


Lincoln, Ill., in 1899; and at Faribault, 
Minn., in 1908, 1910 sees the Evangelical 
Hospitals of Chicago and Milwaukee ap- 
pear, succeeded in 1913 by Marshalltown, 
Iowa, and Detroit, Mich., in 1914. The 
last in the lst of Evangelical hospitals 
is at Cleveland, founded in 1919. 

A glimpse of the size of these hospitals 


in 1894. All of these orphanages have 
beautiful buildings, good care, publie and 
religious training and education. Some 
fine men and women have come forth from 
these homes. They are indeed charitable 
institutions supported by the good benevo- 
lent people. They provide a home for 
about 500 children. 


Orphans’ 
and 
Old 

Folks’ 
Home, 
Detroit, 
Michigan 
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Deaconess Home and Hospital, St. Louis, Missouri 


The Homes for Aged 

These offer a fine promise for the old 
and feeble who need a quiet Christian 
home. The Good Samaritan Home for the 
Aged in St. Louis, formerly the Good 
Samaritan Hospital in St. Louis, has a fine 
fireproof building providing kind care for 
about 90 inmates. Forks, Buffalo, N. Y., 
is probably the first institution for the 
aged in the Evangelical Chureh. It was 
founded in the year 1876. Its property 
value is $65,000. About 45 old people find 
a pleasant home within the safe walls of 
its spacious building. San Antonio Home 
for the Aged was opened 1908 by the 
Texas District of the Evangelical Synod 
and is mainly supported by the Churches 
of this District. It provides a haven of 
rest for about 25 old men and women. 
Bensenville, Ill., founded 1894, and De- 
troit, Mich., 1894, have a Home for the 
Aged in connection with their orphanage. 
The St. Paul Home in Chicago furnishes 
a magnificent home for its inmates. It is 
under the supervision of Rev. Rudolph 
John, a former pastor of St. Paul’s Church 
in Chicago. St. Paul’s Home in St. Paul, 
Minn., was started in an interesting way 


by a widow offering her own house in 1924 
for the care of the aged in her old age. 
It takes care of about 40 inmates and is 
under the kind eare of Mrs. Seng. The 
Churches of St. Paul and Minneapolis and 
Churches of the Minnesota District of the 
Evangelical Synod support it with en- 
thusiasm. Belleville, Ill, Home was open- 
ed in 1926 by the grand donation of a 
well-to-do lady. A deaconess is superin- 
tending and takes care of about 20 in- 
mates. Dorseyville, Pa., 1929, and San 
Rafael, California, 1933, are the youngest 
of these benevolent institutions. ; 


The Emmaus Home for Epileptics and 
Feeble-minded 


“Ve do it unto Me.” 


The Emmaus Homes harbor about 225 of 
the most unfortunate, who used to be 
thrown in the most God-forsaken poor 
houses or into the hospitals for the men- 
tally insane. Some of these unfortunates 
came from homes where because of their 
condition they were kept imprisoned and 
largely left to themselves. Now they en- 
joy the most friendly bodily and spiritual 
care. A visitor can not help but notice 


“Twice Forty” 
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how the afflicted little children become at- 
tached to their nurses, and they to them. 

In connection with the Emmaus Homes 
a “Mothers’ Home” has also been estab- 
lished for unfortunate mothers who have 
lost their mind and can not be kept at 
home in many cases, but can find a wel- 
come refuge here. 


The Emmaus Homes at St. Charles, Mo., 
and Marthasville, Md., have properties 
worth $150,000 and respectively $280,000, 
and receive donations from the whole 
Synod. These institutions are well worth 
visiting. It is good for the soul to see 
these unfortunates and to know about the 
loving care they receive. 


The Caroline Mission of St. Louis, Mo., 


is also a charitable institution supported 
by the Federation of Evangelical Churches 
of St. Louis. The field in which this mis- 
sion labors is in a poverty-stricken part 
of the city. All sorts of religious and so- 
cial work is carried on. A Chureh has 
been organized as a community center. 
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President General Synod of the 
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(Address delivered at Phoebe Home Anniversary, Allentown, Pa., June 14, by the President of Eastern Synod, 


We are met here because of the invita- 
tion of one of the institutions of our 
Church. Our Synod has been cognizant of 
the problems of old age. The members of 
our congregations have not shut their eyes 
- to the facts of life. They have acted. 

They have erected these commodious 
buildings as an expression of their Chris- 
tian love. They have not been as lazy 
and as indifferent as was the Arkansas 
farmer whose roof was in need of repair. 
When asked why he did not fix it, he 
replied that when the weather was good 
he did not need to patch it, and when the 
weather was bad he ecouldn’t. When the 
weather was good, these buildings were 
erected so that when the weather of Twice 
Forty would come there would be shelter. 

There are three crucial times of weak- 
ness in the life of the individual. They 
are the times of infancy, sickness or acci- 
dent, and old age. The Christian Church 
has been aware of these and has acted. 

In pre-Christian days the Roman mother 
deserted her child with a clear conscience 
and could still remain among the upper 
four hundred of the Empire. Unwanted 
babies were dropped at the Lactarian col- 
umn to be seized by unscrupulous folk for 
base and immoral purposes. Christian peo- 
ple like Clement of Alexandria protested, 


Dr. PAut REip Pontius) 


saying, “To expose a child is to kill him. 
Man is more cruel to his offspring than are 
animals.” Because of such neglect the 
Christian Church stepped to the front and 
built the first orphans’ homes. 

In olden time people who had become 
weak through sickness or accident were 
left to suffer and die. The Christian 
Church changed this. The first hospitals 
were built by the Church. Church mem- 
bers today as in the time of the American 
frontier feel a deep sense of responsibility 
toward those who are victims of sickness 
or accident. Lodges have sprung up giv- 
ing sick benefits. The commercial world 
has started insurance companies. And we 
have hospitals run by the State. 

But perhaps the most frequent fear 
which looms largest in the thought of all 
people is the fear of old age,—the fear of 
Twice Forty. Edwin Bok suggested in his 
book “Twice Thirty” that by the time one 
is sixty years of age enough should be laid 
aside so that one could live on Easy Street 
when the mists of old age begin to descend. 
But few people have been so fortunate as 
was Mr. Bok amid the greed of a capital- 
istie society. Professor Walter B. Pitkin 
of the Columbia University School of 
Journalism wrote a book two years ago 
which he named “Life Begins at Forty,”’— 


a rather encouraging title for people liv- 
ing in a machine-age, encouraging for those 
who are not idiots, imbeciles or morons 
who, he claimes, are the fools who die 
young, although not all people who die 
young are fools. But in spite of such 
books of encouragement, the fear of old 
age is still with us and has been for hun- 
dreds of years. 

Religion has been cognizant to it. When 
one turns to the Bible one finds that there 
was a reverence for old age and that such 
reverence was commanded. The Levitical 
Code (Leviticus 19:32) said, “Thou shalt 
rise up before the hoary head and honor 
the face of old men.” In those days the 
aged were taken care of by the children. 
To have a large number of children gave 
security against old age. They were as 
arrows in the hand of a mighty man. 
Happy was the man who had his quiver 
full of them (Psalm 127.) Even today in 
some places parents think of their many 
children as security for old age. 

But today people marry much later in 
life and limit their families. This ancient 
security is no longer as dependable as it 
once was. 

Others try to lay aside funds upon which 
they can depend when the shadows be- 
gin to fall. But from bitter experience, 
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many have learned that this method does 
not banish the fear of old age, There are 
too many crooked bankers and professional 
investors. 

Our President has been thinking of tax- 
ing every citizen 2¢ per day, not only to 
the Government from the domination 
also to banish the fear of 


free 
of bankers but 


old age. Our Government is our safest 
monetary security. Such a _ procedure 
seems wise to many when they think of 
Twice Forty. When one thinks of the 


Government, however, he naturally thinks 
of his own commonwealth. We are living 
in an industrial age, and Pennsylvania is 
the second industrial state of the nation. 
One hesitates to put a whole-hearted con- 
fidence in our Pennsylvania politicians. 
There are now twenty-eight states in the 
Union which have old-age pension laws. 
Our state has but an old age assistance 
law which depends on the _ liquor-store 
profits for revenue; but bootlegging still 
continues. And the liquor-store profits are 
small. Our State would take care of the 
old through the degradation brought on 
by liquor. Our State feels that the end 
justifies the means. It has been said that 
the herd is constitutionally stupid. In the 
scale of stupidity it is not difficult to 
register the Pennsylvania politician. 

But in spite of such stupidity there 
seems to be a trend in our nation which 
points to a keener sense of responsibility 
by the State in banishing the fears which 
go with the thought of Twice Forty. And 
there seems to be in this connection a 
strong desire for a more even distribution 
of wealth rather than a continuation of 
the laissez-faire attitude which permits 
colossal wealth and then expects colossal 
wealth to be colossally generous. Such an 
expectation is not always fulfilled, espe- 
cially by those sons of rich people who, as 
Dr. Charles Reynolds Brown says, have as 


“PFATHER OF ALL, FROM LAND 
AND SEA” 
(Memory Hymn for July) 
Father of all, from land and sea 
The nations sing, “Thine, Lord, are we, 
Countless in number, but in Thee 
May we be one.” 


O Son of God, whose love so free 
For men did make Thee Man to be, 
United to our God in Thee, 

May we be one. 


O Spirit blest, who like a dove, 

Descended gently from above, 

Calm all our strife, give faith and love; 
O make us one! 


Thou, Lord, didst once for all atone; 

Thee may both Jew and Gentile own 

Of their two walls the Corner-stone, 
Making them one. 


Join high and low, join young and old, 
In love that never waxes cold; 
Under one Shepherd, in one fold, 

Make ug all one. 


Christopher Wordsworth, 1871 
Arthur Sullivan, 1874 


GENERAL SYNOD 

Dinner and supper will be served on 
Tuesday, June 26, in Eighth Reformed 
Church, Cleveland, O.; on Wednesday, 
June 27, in Zion Evangelical, at reason- 
able prices. Delegates and friends will 
thus find their meals conveniently near. 
The two General Synods meet in these 
Churches. 
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their main goal in life riding bobtailed 
horses and saying pretty things to the 
girls. 


President Nicholas Murray Butler in his 


recent Commencement address at Colum- 
bia University regrets this trend and 


points to the fact that prior to the Depres- 
sion there was given to institutions of 
public servite by wealthy individuals 
about two billion dollars annually. Sut 
Dr. Butler seems to be unmindful of the 
fact that such sums may not honestly 
have been secured, that in the amassing of 
such fortunes which make possible such 
munificent gifts the common people have 
suffered, that the system of society which 
permits such a thing has made widows and 
aged folk penniless, and that many benevo- 
lent financial: monarchs have been like 
Messrs. Nobel and Zarahoff, the one 
amassing his millions on such a war-pro- 
voking thing as gunpowder and then offer- 
ing peace-prizes by the last will and testa- 
ment, and the other amassing his millions 
by being an _ international munition 
racketeer who, since he is now breeding 
orchids at Twice Forty, plans to do with 
his English pounds something similar to 
that which Mr. Nobel did. 

However, with the improvement of the 
health of the people, with a more even 
distribution of wealth, with later mar- 
riages and fewer children, and with the 
rise in general intelligence through edu- 
cation, the problem of old age is being 
tackled from a saner, more democratic and 
a more lasting point of view. 

It seems to me that the Church must 
favor this. But in advocating it, the 
Church finds herself in a somewhat difficult 
position. She favors a more just social 
order. But at the same time she faces 
the situations of Twice Forty as they now 
are and must secure funds from benevo- 
lently-minded people so that present cases 
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Attention! The 45th Annual Pen-Mar 
Reformed Church Reunion will be held 
Thursday, July 26. Don’t miss it. 


THE PROGRAM OF THE CLEVELAND 
MEETING 


General Synod of the Reformed Church 
in the U. S. 


Thursday, June 26, 10 A. M.: Religious 
Service. Devotions conducted by Presi- 
dent Henry J. Christman and Dr. Paul §. 
Leinbach. Sermon by Prof. F. Wm. 
Leich, D.D. 

At 10.45, Synod will be organized and 
business transacted as given in the Blue 
Book, pages 4-5. 

Recess 12.30-1.45 P. M. 

Adjournment, 4.30 P. M. 


Joint Sessions 


Thursday, 6.30 P. M.: Delegates assem- 
ble at the Pilgrim Congregational Church 
for the procession to the Zion Church of 
the Evangelical Synod. 


7 P. M.: Joint Session in Zion Chureh, 
Branch Ave. and 14th St., followed by 
the celebration of the Holy Communion. 
Sermon by the Rey. Dr. Lee M. Erdman. 


Friday, June 27, Zion Evangelical 
Church, 9.00 A. M.: Meeting of Delegates 
for constituting the General Synod of the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church. Organ- 
ization of the Synod and Transaction of 
Business. 
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can be taken care of until through social 
and governmental action the problem can 
be more truly and more permanently solv- 
ed. Just as the Church led the way in 
the erection of orphans’ homes and hos- 
pitals, so she must lead tue way by erect- 
ing homes for the aged where the days of 
Twice Forty can be made more happy. 
And for such assistance she must depend 
on the hardened saints in her midst; for 


there are such people as hardened saints 


just as truly as there are hardened erimi- 
nals,—people who through their growth in 
Christian ideals of neighborliness and love 
have become hardened in character to the 
fact that Christians are their brother’s 
brother. 

This calls for Christian generosity and 
courage, the courage of the pioneer, the 
path-breaker and the path-finder. I like 
to think of such an endeavor in the light 
of the glacier-story which Sir James M. 
Barrie told in his essay on “Courage” de- 
livered before the students of St. An- 
drew’s. Some young mountain-climbers 
were crossing the Alps when one of their 
number fell and was lost in the depths of 
a glacier. The surviving ones of the party 
began to calculate the direction and drift 
ot the glacier. They figured out its move- 
ment, the time and place when years hence 
the body of their comrade would be re- 
turned. On the day thus calculated, the 
survivors, now Twice Forty, met at a par- 
ticular spot. There as they had prophesied 
years before, appeared their comrade, his 
body as young and beautiful as it was 
when they had last seen him. 

So into the encircling and protecting 
care of the Church fall those who are 
aged to be her guests, to be nourished in 
body and soul, until through time their 
souls, young, beautiful and serene at Twice 
Forty, are given back to the Everlasting 
Arms of our Heavenly Father. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rev. Judson C. Barrows from Manor, 
Pa., to 410 N. Main St., Jersey Shore, Pa. 

Rev. Chas. D. Rodenberger, Jr., to 1522 
Elm St., Greensburg, Pa. 

Rev. Clarence E. Whetstone from 540 
Columbia Ave., to 929 Delaware Ave., 
Palmerton, Pa. 

Rev. Sterling W. Whitener from China, 
to Rockville, Mo. 


A service of worship through music, 
one of the most beautiful of its kind, was 
held in Salem Church, Catasauqua, Pa., 
Rev. W. A. Kratz, pastor, Sunday evening, 
June 10. 


WANTED—Reformed minister in eastern 

Penna. wishes to buy a good used sedan 
car. Send description and best cash price 
to X, “The Reformed Church Messenger”, 
1505 Race St., Phila. 


Rev. E. Sommerlatte, President of the 
Board at the Home for the Aged, Upper 
Sandusky, O., makes a plea for an imme- 
diate contribution for this good cause. 
The need is urgent. Send your gifts to 
Troy A. Dahn, Treasurer, 216 Hathaway, 
Toledo, O. 

Any Church or choir that has copies of 
the cantata, “The Good Shepherd,” by Ira 
B. Wilson, published by Lorenz Publish- 
ing Co., of Dayton, O., for sale or rental, 
please get in immediate touch with Rev. 
Dr. John §. Hollenbach, Manchester, Md. — 
State number of copies and specific condi- 
tions on which use of same may be ob- — 
tained. ee 
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THE REV. CHARLES B. 
ALSPACH, D.D. 


THE REV. A. E. DAHLMAN, D.D. 


These two veteran ministers of 
our Church passed to their heavenly 
reward June 15. Dr. Alspach has 
served in the ministry for 44 years, 
and has been Superintendent of the 
Old Folks’ Home at Wyncote since 
his retirement from the pastorate of 
Mt. Hermon Church, Philadelphia. 
Dr. Dahlman, ordained 58 years ago, 
was a former President of General 
Synod and a member of the Com- 
mission on Union. Both have oc- 
cupied many positions of trust and 
responsibility. A fuller acount of 
the lives and labors of these leaders 
of the denomination will be given 
later. 


Rev. Wilmer C. Mantz, pastor of Grace 
Church, Northampton, Pa., preached the 
baccalaureate sermon to the graduating 


class of the Northampton High School on 
June 10. Rev. Mr. Mantz also delivered 


the address at the graduating exercises 
of the School of Nursing of the Haff Hos- 
pital, on May 20. 


In last week’s “Messenger” it was in- 
correctly stated that Miss Carrie Kersch- 
ner will teach the course on Home Missions 
at the Collegeville Summer Missionary 
Conference. Rev. Arthur Leeming of 
Glenside, Philadelphia, will teach this 
course, assisted by Rey. J. Mori, Mission- 
ary-at-large among the Japanese on the 
Pacifie Coast. 


The Quartette of the Eden Theological 
Seminary will give their concert program 
in First Church, Greensboro, N. C., Rev. 
W. OC. Lyerly, pastor, June 24, at 8 P. M. 
This will be the first direct contact the 
Reformed Chureh in North Carolina will 
have with the Evangelical Synod Semi- 
nary. Many of the North Carolina pastors 
were trained at the Central Theological 
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Seminary, which is in process of uniting 
with Eden. 

At a meeting of the Men’s Brotherhood 
of Faith Church, Pen Argyl, Pa., Rev. W. 
H. Brong, pastor, held June 12, it was 
voted unanimously to link up with the 
Reformed Churchmen’s League and the 
League’s Constitution was adopted. A 
open July 2 and continue for 3 weeks; the 
faculty numbers 16 of which 5 are mem- 
bers of the Reformed Church. 

The Ordination service of Licentiates 
C. Harry Kehm and J. Paul Kehm took 
place in Zion’s Church, Pottstown, Pa., 
Rev. Howard A. Kosman, pastor, and was 
in charge of the ministers of Goshenhop- 
pen Classis, the Committee being com- 
posed of Revs. H. A. Kosman, J. Hamil- 
ton Smith, D.D., and Geo. G@. Greenawald. 
Rev. Mr. Kosman delivered the sermon. 
Rev. C. Harry Kehm has been elected 
pastor at St. Vincent Church, Pa., and 
Rev. J. Paul Kehm at First-St. Stephen’s, 
Baltimore. 


The 10th annual Tri-Classical Reunion 
of the West Susquehanna, East Susque- 
hanna and Wyoming Classes was held at 
Rolling Green Park, Selinsgrove, Pa., on 
June 13. Rev. Dr. Theo. F. Herman de- 
livered the address and was assisted in 
the service by Revs. B. R. Heller, P. A. 
DeLong, Morgan A. Peters, E. G. Kline, 
H. G. Snyder and Herbert B. Zechman. 
Rev. P. A. DeLong led the choir which 
was composed of members from the choirs 
of the different congregations- of the 3 
Classes, with Mrs. Earl G. Kline as the 
organist. About 300 attended. 


The program, “The Garden Guest,” was 
presented at the Children’s Day services 
of Trinity Church School, Manchester, 
Md., Rey. Dr. John 8. Hollenbach, pastor, 
on the evening of June 3. Many fine 
comments were heard on this pageant. Dr. 
Hollenbach preached the baccalaureate 
sermon to the Graduating Class of the 
Manchester, Md., High School, on June 
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10, at 7.80 P. M., in the Immanuel Luth 
eran Church, on “Stopping Place or Start 
ing Point.” 

Mr. and Mrs. M. B. Harrold, of 510 
Perry Ave., Greensburg, Pa., announced 
on June 7 the engagement of their daugh- 
ter, Althea Grace, to the Rev. Charles D. 
Rodenberger, formerly of Shamokin, and 
now pastor of the Third Church in South 


Greensburg. Miss Harrold is a graduate 
of the Indiana State Teachers’ College, 
and Mr. Rodenberger of Franklin and 


Marshall College. He completed his the- 
ological course in the Lancaster Seminary 
last month. 

Three great mass meetings have been ar- 
ranged for Cleveland, Ohio, on Sunday, 
June 24, preceding the meeting of the 
General Synod, as follows: (1) Young 
People’s Rally for Evangelical and Re- 
formed Young People, West Side Evan- 
gelical Church. Revs. Paul M. Schroeder 
and J. Eugene Youngen, speakers. (2) 
2.30 P. M., Mass meeting for men of both 
Churches at the Fourth Reformed Church, 
Rev. H. L. Streich and Dr. J. M. G. Darms, 
speakers. (3) 7.45 P. M., West Side Evan- 
gelical Church, Rally of Evangelical and 
Keformed people, Drs. George W. Richards 
and H. Richard Niebuhr, speakers. 

Emanuel Church, Lansford, Pa., Rev. 
Paul L. Troutman, pastor, observed Chil- 
dren’s Day in a combined service using 
the program prepared by the Board of 
Christian Education, with a few changes. 
The service was well attended. Rev. Mal- 
colm E. Barr, a recent graduate of Lan- 
easter Theological Seminary, has become 
a neighbor of Emanuel at least for a few 
months, during the illness of the minis- 
ter of the Congregational Church. Rev. 
Mr. Troutman delivered the baccalaureate 
address to the 100 graduates of the Lans- 
ford High School. 


Rev. Dr. and Mrs. D. B. Schneder here- 
by desire to give expression to their deep 
gratitude toward the many friends in the 


MISS 


RUTH 
BOWERS 


President 
Senior 
Class 
of 
Cedar Crest 
College, 
Allentown 
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Home Chureh who have shown such com- 
forting sympathy during the illness and 
death of their daughter Mary. The wide- 
spread appreciation of their daughter’s 
life, and of her spirit of faith during her 
last illness and approaching death, has 
been a rare encouragement to her parents 
to endeavor to serve with renewed faith- 
fulness their blessed Master and the 
Chureh that sent them to the foreign 
mission field. 

The Martinsburg, Pa., Charge, Victor 


Steinberg, pastor, will celebrate its 130th 
anniversary June 24th with special ser- 
viees in the two Churches of the charge. 
Dr. Oswin 8S. Frantz of our Theological 
Seminary at Lancaster will be the anni- 
versary speaker. The day’s program ealls 
for services at 9.30 and 10.30 at St. John’s, 
Martinsburg, followed by a “Basket 
Luncheon Fellowship Hour” on Salem 
Church grounds at Beavertown, and the 
afternoon service in Salem at 2.30 P. M. 
Friends and former members of the 
charge are cordially invited to attend. 

In answer to inquirers, the “Messenger” 
regrets that it could not give more de- 
tailed information with regard to the 
agenda of the meeting on June 27 of the 
General Synod of the Evangelical and 
Reformed Church. The Commission on 
Union has not seen fit to provide us with 
any advance information, so we could not 
pass it on. We have learned indirectly 
that Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, represent- 
ing the Federal Council of the Churches, 
and a number of heads of other denomina- 
tions, have been asked to bring personal 
greetings on this historie occasion, and 
we may be sure the day will be a mem- 
orable one. 

“The best recommendation that I can 
give to the Spiritual Conference is my al- 
most unbroken record of attendance at its 
meetings during my ministry. I followed 
it from place to place until it finally set- 
tled down permanently at Lancaster; since 
which time I have missed few, if any, of 
its annual meetings—and I usually attend 
from beginning to end. That is my esti- 
mate of the value of the conference to me. 
I cannot afford to miss it My advice to 
others is: ‘Come and see’!” 

Rev. Charles E. Creitz, D.D. 

Children’s Day was observed in Zion 
Chureh, Lehighton, Pa., Rev. Paul Reid 
Pontius, pastor, June 10. As is the cus- 
tom, the congregation and Church School 
assembled in the auditorium of Derr Hall. 
Supt. Daniel I. Farren presided. The or- 
chestra of the Y. P.’s Dept. led in the 
singing. The main part of the service 
was a cantata entitled, “A Carnival of 
Flowers,” rendered by a large number of 
children. The Committee in charge con- 
sisted of Mrs. Charles Bauchspies, Mrs. 
Earl Peters, Mrs. Warren Kistler, Miss 
Arlene Ronemus, Mr. Paul Balliet and 
Mr. Fred Keegan. 

Ministers and their wives of the Re- 
formed Churches (German) of Philadel- 
phia, Pa., 18 in all, attended a banquet 
held June 12 at Fort Washington, Pa., 
in honor of Rev. M. F. Dumstrey, who 
attained four score years of pilgrimage. 
On account of his recent illmess, and he 
was a very sick man, the celebration had 
to be postponed. Eighty years is a ripe 
age and the octogenarian is now enjoy- 
ing improved health. He was the recipient 
of 96 congratulatory cards and telegrams, 
besides the token of the German minister- 
ium. Rev. M. F. Dumstrey gave a re- 
sume of his eventful career. He enjoys 
the promise, “At evening time there shall 
be light.” 

On Saturday evening before Children’s 
Day a large bouquet of roses came to the 
parsonage of St. Peter’s Church, Zelien- 
ople, Pa., and with it the following mess- 
age—from Zion Church, York, Pa., the 
Rev. J. Kern McKee, D.D., pastor: My 
dear Mrs. String: Our 8. 8. is preparing 
to give your Children’s Day service, ‘Joy- 
ous Living, on Sunday. Our workers are 
quite enthusiastic about it. We all feel 


that your beautiful spirit will be further 
felt far and wide through this service, by 
its use, as given by the children every- 
where. Our workers are prompted by the 
use of it to send you these flowers as a 
token of appreciation for your great labor 
of love for the children. ‘Jehovah bless 
thee, and keep thee; Jehovah make His 
face to shine upon thee, and be gracious 
unto thee.’ Very sincerely yours, Harry 


W. Deitz, General Supt.” This beautiful 
gift and thoughtful tribute, to one no 


longer able to be in her own School, was 
deeply appreciated in the assurance that 
in the service “Joyous Living” she had a 
part in the Children’s Day service in many 
schools, 

Bethany Church, Butler, Pa., Rev. Frank 
Hiack, pastor, has introduced the “Mes- 
senger” Pay-on-Delivery Plan of circulat- 
ing this paper. Children’s Day was ob- 
served with a fine program and good at- 
tendance, Superintendents and teachers in 
charge. The pastor celebrates the 6th 
anniversary of his ordination and installa- 
tion as pastor of Bethany on June 17. 
At the May meeting of Butler County 
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Ministerial Association he read a 
on “Ministerial and Inter-Church Cour- 
tesy.” At the June meeting he was 
elected President of the Association for 
the coming year, after serving as Secre- 
tary-Treasurer in 1930-32, and Vice-Presi- 
dent in 1933. 

The Spiritual Conference of Ministers 
and Laymen, held each summer at Frank- 
lin and Marshall Academy, has been grow- 
ing in popularity and helpfulness in recent 
years. This is remarkable when we think 
of the great number of summer schools 
and conferences started since the founding 
of this Conference at Lancaster. No doubt 
one of the causes of this growth is its 
democratic spirit. It is our Conference. 
Those who appear on the program are of 
our own number; and we are all privileged 
to engage in the general discussions. The 
program again promises to be of excep- 
tionally high order. This, together with 
the opportunity for fellowship and recrea- 
tion on the beloved grounds of our F, and 
M. Academy, will impel many to prepare 
to attend the Forty-fourth Annual Assem- 
bly which will be held July 30 to August 
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People go a long way to deal with Reinhart’s because 
Reinhart’s go a long way to please them 


RADIO and 
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AND ALL OTHER ELECTRIC HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCES 
All Standard Radios and Twelve Leading Electric Refrigerators 
Free Demonstration in Your Own Home First 
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FURNITURE 
BY DELONG 


Greets the opportunity of serving the 
Merged Church as it has individually 
for three generations. Our experience 
can mean better design, lasting quality 
and value to your woodwork needs. 


The DELONG FURNITURE Co. 1505 Race St. Phila, Pa. 


RostruM AND CHANCEL FURNITURE. 


REMODELING OF OLD INTERIORS. 


GROVE CITY BIBLE SCHOOL 
July 29-August 4, 1934 
STRONG PROGRAM 


OPPORTUNITIES FOR RECREATION AND 
FELLOWSHIP 


ATTRACTIVE LIVING CONDITIONS 
For information, write: 


PRESIDENT WErrR C. KETLER 
Grove City, Pa. 
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3. Ten dollars will cover every cost. Send 
your reservation to Prof. Edwin M. Hart- 
man, Franklin and Marshall Academy, 
Lancaster, Pa., and do it now. 

The Vacation School of First Church, 
Burlington, N. C., Rev. Banks J. Peeler, 
pastor, was held May 28-June 8; ages 
taught were 4 to 14; in spite of restrie- 
tions, enrollment ran to 97; Miss Myrtle 
MeDaniel was director, and the following 
assisted: Mesdame Coy Clayton, M. G. 
Pickett, Henry Atwater, Woodrow Heri- 
tage, Ruth Tillie; Misses Helen Whitt, 
Carleen Bryan, Mable Sharpe, Edna 
Whitt, June Carol Coble, and Mr. Jack 
Pickett. On June 10, during the assem- 
bly period of the Church School, a pro- 
gram growing out of the Vacation School 
work was presented in the chapel. At 
11 A. M. the period was planned for wor- 
ship, baptism and confirmation; 9 children 
baptized; 24 admitted by baptism and 
confirmation, reprofession and _ transfer, 
Total receptions since Jan. 1, 32; since 
Oct., 1932, 104. 

Rev. Purd E. Deitz of Trinity Church, 
Philadelphia, writes in his parish monthly, 
“Pulpit and Pew’, as follows: “Hail the 
coming union of the Evangelical Synod 
and our Reformed Chureh! It may not 
make much immediate difference in our 
work here in Trinity, but it is an impor- 
tant victory for a great ideal, and that is 
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always worth more than any quickly evi- 
dent or tangible result can demonstrate. 
Even a little step towards eliminating de- 
nominational competition and waste and 
towards realizing the unity of the body 
of Christ in a true fellowship of kindred 
spirits is a worthy advance. Many de- 
nominations are talking unity, but we 
have acted, and the first and most valu- 
able fruit is already being tasted—the 
joy of feeling that we are being true to 
the desire of our Lord ‘that they may all 
be one.’ ” 

Second Church, Indianapolis, Ind., Rev. 
Dobbs F. Ehlman, Ph.D., pastor, cele- 
brated its 75th anniversary June 3-10. Dr. 
Ernest N. Evans, Executive Secretary of 
the Church Federation of Indianapolis and 
former pastor of Second Church, preached 
the sermon on Home Coming Sunday, June 
3. On June 7, in the evening, a _histor- 
ical program was held when the pastor 
gave a short address. At the Jubilee ser- 
vice, June 10, Rev. George P. Kehl, the 
predecessor to Rey. Dr. Ehlman, preached 
a vital message on “Victorious Living”. 
From 4 to 5 P. M. a reception was held 
for the sister Reformed Churches of the 
city, and was followed by a Vesper Ser- 
vice, when a short address was given by 
Rev. Mr. Kuebler, pastor of Friedens 
Evangelical Church, on “The Church 
Looking Forward.” The attendance at all 
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services was fine, and Second Church 
looks forward with hope and faith to its 
future. 

The anniversary of Memorial Chureh 
and Church School, Easton, Pa., Rev. John 
P. Dieffenderfer, pastor, was observed 
June 17. It is just 40 years ago that the 
First Church, of Easton, through its pa- 
tor, Dr. Henry M. Kieffer, purchased the 
lot for the erection of Memorial Church 
at the corner of 19th St. and Freemans- 
burg Ave., and 37 years ago Rev. W. S. 
Hartzel was commissioned by the Sunday 
School Board to begin his work. The 
oceasion also marked the 10th anniversary 
of the dedication of the new Bible School 
building. Other pastors of Memorial have 
been Revs. Jno. W. Gilds and Oswin S. 
Frantz, D.D. The members of the Church 
School marched in a processional into the 
joint service, headed by those who were 
charter members. There are 781 now 
enrolled in this flourishing School, and the 
congregation is moving forward under the 
leadership of its devoted pastor. Special 
musie was rendered at the largely attended 
service by a string quartette from the 
First Church of Easton and the S. S. or- 
chestra of Memorial Church. Mr. Eugene 
Blose, Supt., presided, and the pastor con- 
ducted the devotions. The address of the 
day was made by Dr. Paul 8S. Leinbach, 
Editor of the “Messenger”. 


FIGURINES AT HOOD 
By Marion Butler 


Sixty of history’s famous beauties have 
turned mannequins in a Hood College class- 
room at Frederick, Md., and are revealing 
to modern women the sartorial secrets of 
their charm. 

Cleopatra stands in form-fitting royal 
robes beside demure Anne Boleyn and the 
vivacious Mme. de Pompadour. Britain’s 
Amazon queen, Boadicae, tosses a bear- 
skin cloak from her shoulder, while nearby, 
Marie Antoinette flirts behind an ostrich 
fan. 

The array of 18-inch figures in their 
elaborate costumes represents months of 
research on the part of Hood College stu- 
dents in a class in historic costume design 
taught by Miss Lilah R. Gaut, assistant 
professor of fine arts. 

Feminine dress is a reflection of the life 
of the times and combination of old and 
new, Miss Gaut points out. The figurines 
reveal how fashion often skips back cen- 
turies for inspiration. 

For example, the fur cloak of the fight- 
ing British Queen, Boadicae, who led an 
army against the Romans in the first cen- 
tury, found favor last winter in a shorter 
version in expensive coats. It was the 
flaming red hair of. Boadicae that led to 
the first widespread vogue of hair-dyeing 
among women. Natural brown and black 
locks were scorned for decades as a result 
of her influence. 

Versions of Cleopatra’s favorite robe—a 
short Egyptian tunic that modeled the 
figure closely—have appeared repeatedly 
in recent-day fashions. This robe was 
hand-painted with a vulture motif, the 
vulture being the favorite bird of the 
Egyptians. 

Research of the Hood College students 
shows that the short, tight curls at the 
back of the head that are storming modern 
beauty salons were introduced by Anne of 
Austria, wife of Louis XIII, and were 
called “garcettes.” This comfortable style 
replaced padded wigs. 
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June brides may thank Anne of Brit- 
tany for their privilege of wearing white 
satin wedding gowns, the class in costume 
design has discovered. Anne set the style 
back in the Dark Ages. Previously, white 
gowns had been the morning garb of the 
queens of France and scarlet had been the 
approved color for bridal ceremonies. 
Anne decreed white for the bride and 
black for the widow and her fashion de- 
eree still holds. 


The figurines of Queen Elizabeth and 
her ill-fated and beautiful cousin, Mary 


of Scotland, represent some of the most 
beautiful and artistic work of the Hood 
College students. Elizabeth, despite her 
flaming locks, is robed in the scarlet vel- 
vet that she affected, with the curious 
farthingdale and unwieldy false sleeves of 
the age. Reproduced from a famous paint- 
ing, she wears her hair piled high on her 
head to escape crushing her famous eart- 
wheel fan, and heart-shaped ruffs of stiff- 
ened cambric. 


Mary of Seots is lovely in the black 
velvet and rosary that she wore when she 


Left to right: Anne Boleyn, Queen Elizabeth and Mary, Queen of Scotland 
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Hood College girls at work on figurines. 


Left to right: Ann Kent, Gettysburg, Pa.; 


Barbara Hoffman, Washington, and Rose Feiser, St. Mary’s County, Md. 


knelt at the block. She wears a_ heart- 
shaped cap, known as the Mary Stuart 
hood, which has endured in fashion inter- 
pretations for four centuries, 

Marie Antoinette wears a version of the 
famous 38-foot coiffures which were ar- 
ranged by men hair dressers on stepladders 
once a month, and often decorated with 
real fruits, birds, and even live animals. 

The course in figurines, the only one 
of its kind in the East, is a test of the 
dressmaking ingenuity of college girls, 
according to Miss Gaut. 

This is the fifth year in which a Hood 
College class has been costuming figurines 
under Miss Gaut’s instruction. <A 1985 
display is planned to depict the sport cos- 
tumes of women throughout the ages, and 
a complete costume series for men, 

Half a dozen figurines depicting famous 


men of history have already. been com- 
pleted. “But even these few,’ smiled Miss 
Gaut, “indicate that the vs anity of men 


in the history of fashion has equaled that 
of women.” 


The 


yarns. 
“And as I 


big-game hunter was spinning 
was walking through the 
jungle,” he went on, “I tripped over a 
root and let my rifle fall. Before I had 
time to pick it up two lions approached. 
Without hesitation I grabbed each of them 
by the throat and—” 

“Wait a bit,” interrupted a listener, 
“how did you manage to catch hold of 
both of them? You’ve only one arm,” 

“Yes, I have only one arm,” he said, “but 
in the excitement of the moment I forgot 
about this!”—Tit-Bits. 


Junior Sermon. 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 


SPURGEON AS A PREACHER 


Text, I Corinthians 9:16, “Woe is unto 
me, if I preach not the gospel.” 


Like his great predecessor, St. Paul, 
Charles Haddon Spurgeon felt constrained 
to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ. He 
was so eager to enter upon his work that 
he gave up his prospects of a college train- 


ing and special theological preparation, 
and went to work at once. 
After his conversion he engaged in 


Christian work, and preached his first ser- 
mon when he was only sixteen years old. 
He felt that he must devote his life in 
the service of Christ whom he loved so 
much, Like St. Paul he could say, “Neces- 
sity is laid upon me; for woe is unto me 
if I preach not the gospel.” 

Last Tuesday it was exactly one hundred 
years that Spurgeon was born. The whole 
Christian world is interested in this hun- 
dredth anniversary of the birth of the 
prince among preachers in the nineteenth 
century. Beginning to preach in the mid- 
dle of the century, his efficiency and influ- 
ence grew with the years. For more than 
forty years he worked incessantly and 
left behind a monument in the books which 
he wrote and published in which are en- 
shrined his best thoughts and sermons. 

In the first year of his preaching expe- 
rience he was invited to deliver an address 
in the Church at Waterbeach, not far from 
Cambridge. There were less than a dozen 
persons present at his first service. The 
Chureh was small, with rude benches and 
a very high pulpit. The old ladies who 
heard him preach his first sermon regard- 
ed him as “a dear good boy,” but would 
not have dreamed of accepting him as 
their pastor until he began to make his 
influence felt in their homes and among 
their children. 

When he was about eighteen years old 
the Church at Waterbeach unanimously 
called him to be their pastor, and when 
he accepted the call, after much hesita- 
tion and many hours spent in prayer, he 


was probably the youngest ordained 
preacher of any denomination in Eng- 
land. 

He was very successful in this first pas- 
torate. Unstinted praise was heard on 
every side, and many persons came to 
hear him preach. He afterward wrote 
about his first pastorate as follows: “Well 


I remember beginning to preach in a little 
thatched chapel, and my first concern was, 
would God save any souls through me? 

I preached and I was troubled in my 
heart because I thought, “This gospel has 
saved me, but then somebody else preach- 
ed it; will it save anybody if I preach it?’ 
Some Sundays went over, and I used to 
say to one of the deacons, ‘Have you 


heard of anybody finding the Lord? My 
good old friend said, ‘I am sure there 
has been, I am quite sure about it.’ ‘Oh!’ 


I said, ‘I want to know it, I want to see 
it’ And one Sunday afternoon he said, 
‘There is a woman who lives over at so- 
and-so who found the Lord three or four 
Sundays ago through your preaching.’ I 


said, ‘Drive me over 
rectly,’ and the first 
morning I was driving down to my 
first convert. . . I have had a great 
many spiritual children born of the preach- 
ing of the word, but I do think that wom- 
an was the best of the lot.” 

The popularity of Spurgeon soon began 
to extend beyond these Cambridge villages; 
and the first step to his wider sphere of 
work -was taken when he delivered an 
address at a meeting of the Cambridge 
Union of Sunday Schools. Amongst his 
hearers was a visitor from London, who, 
much struck with the force and originality 
of the youthful minister, spoke of it to 
one of the deacons of New Park Street 
Chapel, then without a pastor. He soon 
received an invitation to preach which he 
accepted with some hesitation. 


there, I must go di- 
thing on Monday 
see 


In his reply he proposed that he would 
come for three months, and if the congre- 
gation were satisfied he would-keep on, 
and if not, he would withdraw. At the 
end of three months he had made himself 
master of the position, and the congrega- 
tion gave him an unanimous eall. He felt 
it a high honor to become the pastor of a 
congregation which had been served by a 
number of illustrious ministers, and asked 
the congregation that they remember his 
youth and inexperience and pray for him 
that he might fulfill the duties of his re- 
sponsible position. He had the confidence 
to feel that the Master who had called 
him to this office would support him in it. 
He wrote, “The gospel, I believe, enables 
me to venture great things, and by faith 
I venture this.” 


The powers of Spurgeon as a boy preach- 
er became widely known, and in a few 
months the New Park Street Chapel was 
filled to overflowing. It was decided to 
enlarge the chapel, and during its erection 
Exeter Hall was used as a place of wor- 
ship. But even this large building could 
not contain Spurgeon’s hearers. When the 
chapel was again occupied it at once prov- 
ed too small for the crowds. 


It was during this period, when he was 
in his twenty-second year, that he mar- 
ried Susannah Thompson, who was a true 
helpmeet to him in the arduous duties of 
the next thirty-six years of his ministry. 
At this time he was the most popular 
preacher of his day. In 1857 he preached 
at the Crystal Palace to 24,000 people. 

Because of the inadequate capacity of 
the New Park Street Chapel, he preached 
in the Surrey Gardens music hall, where 
his congregation numbered from seven to 
ten thousand. The congregation decided 
to build the Metropolitan Tabernacle, with 
a platform for the preacher and accommo- 
dation for six thousand worshipers. It was 
opened for services on the 25th of March, 
1861. The cost was $150,000, and the debt 
was entirely paid off at the close of the 
opening services, which’ lasted over a 
month. Here he rose to great distinction 
and continued his ministry for thirty-one 
years. He passed away January 31, 1892, 
leaving behind his widow and twin sons. 
One of them, the Rey. Thomas Spurgeon, 
after some years of pastorate in New Zea- 
land, sueceeded his father as minister of 
the Tabernacle until 1908, when he became 
president of Pastors’ College. 


Mr. Spurgeon was a true Christian ora- 
tor. Dr. Conwell says, “Judging by the 
results, he was one of the greatest orators 
that ever lived, not exceeded by Luther, 
Wesley, or Webster.’ He was endowed 
with a voice which was practically perfect. 
The attractiveness of his sermons is found 
very largely in the fact that his illustra- 
tions and subjects were intimately con- 
nected with every-day events, and were 
well known in the experiences of his hear- 
ers. In this respect he was an imitator of 
the Master preacher, Jesus himself. He 
was a great reader. He read sermons, lec- 
tures, and books by the hundred, and thus 
secured the best ideas of his time on theo-— 
logical matters. He found books in run- 
ning brooks, sermons in stones, and good — 
in everything. 
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Home Education 


“The Child’s First School is the Family” 
—Froebel 


SCHOOL PROGRESS 
Dorothea Webster 


Parents are very likely to be proud 
when their children make brilliant records 
in school. It is natural. However, great 
care should be taken that children are not 
pushed forward faster than they should 
go, taking all things into consideration. 

In some eases, bright pupils are encour- 
aged to skip a grade. With certain excep- 
tions this practice is unwise. If the work 
of a certain grade needs to be done in 
order to lay the proper foundations, as a 
rule it should be done by all, that this 
foundation work may be complete and 
entire. 


Nevertheless, it must be said that if a 
child’s native ability carries him far in 
advance of his class, without special effort 
on his part, he will prove the exception to 
the above rule; he should not be held 
back. In many cities there are now spe- 
cial classes for “gifted” children, as it has 
been found that it is usually much better 
for them to study with others of equal 
mental ability. When such schools are not 
within reach, teachers will generally sup- 
ply extra, interesting activities for unusu- 
ally bright children. Boredom is harmful. 

But let us consider parents who are vain 
enough and selfish enough to want to gain 
distinction in the community for them- 
selves and their families through the rapid 
promotion of their children in school. When 
this puts the boy or girl under a strain, it 
is from every viewpoint a great disadvan- 
tage to the child. It is likely to give him 
a false estimate of his ability and perhaps 
to overtax him nervously or mentally. 
Some children are so constituted that they 
can advance with a marked degree of 
readiness up to a certain point, but then 
if urged forward, they suddenly find them- 
selves in beyond their depth. After that, 
school is apt to become irksome and the 
former “star” pupil may prove to be a 
good deal of a failure from that point on. 

Then, again, comparisons with regard to 
school progress, in general conversation, if 
not “odious” are at least unwise. Pupils 
who seem to have relatively limited ability 
for general school work, may have great 
ability in some particular line—mechani- 
cal, social, artistic or inventive. 

It is generally more desirable for a child 
in school to progress steadily from year to 
year, doing good work as he goes along, 
than to attempt to finish a certain grade 
or graduate at a much earlier-than-usual 
age. Normal growth both physical and 
mental, is preferable to unbalanced and 
abnormal development of any kind. The 
average child who is well taught by under- 
standing teachers and properly handled by 
intelligent parents, does not need to be 
urged and driven forward. Patience is a 
great asset, and when patience is coupled 
with constructive persistence the outlook 
is most encouraging. 

The story is told that a brilliant student 
once went to work in the Edison labora- 
tory. A little more than a year passed. 
Then he decided to leave, saying, 
“We're not getting anywhere. We’ve ex- 
perimented and haven’t invented anything. 
I can’t afford to waste any more time.” 

Edison is reputed to have said in sub- 
stance, “You are wrong, my boy. We have 
made more than a thousand experiments 
and all have failed. That in itself is a 
lot to have accomplished, for we have 
learned of one thousand kinds and groups 
of materials which we may eliminate be- 
cause they will not serve our purpose. We 
are getting ahead finely, and sooner or 
later I expect we shall find what we are 
after.” 


He did, and the electric light was the 
result. 

Now-a-days students young and old are 
encouraged to think for themselves, to co- 
operate with each other and to assist each 
other. Often, among children of equal 
intelligence, one will understand easily 
when another will have difficulty, and the 
spirit of service is put to-work and de- 
veloped when a child is allowed to take 
advantage of this opportunity to help. 

The prospects for future happiness and 
usefulness are not necessarily gauged by 
early precociousness. Normal progress, a 
well-rounded program of living, and good 
health form the most satisfactory basis for 
future achievement and success. 


“T hope to see the time when the kin- 
dergarten will be universal, and consider- 
ed of the same basic importance, from the 
standpoint of character development, that 
the first grade is now considered, from the 
standpoint of basic skills in such subjects 
as reading.” — G. W. Diemer, President, 
Teachers College of Kansas City, Missouri. 

Are the little boys and girls of your 
community getting this help? If not, the 
National Kindergarten Association, 8 West 
Fortieth Street, New York City, will be 
glad to assist you to get a kindergarten 
opened in the publi¢ school. 


sistant, Mrs. Emitt Shulenberger, have to 
say. And let my 426 East Goepp Street, 
Bethlehem, Pa., postman bring me news 
of your department, so that your “wide- 
awakeness-for-others’ may be shared with 
all who read our Corner. And who knows? 
Perhaps sleepy folks, then, will open wide 
their eyes, and begin to do things for 
others, and thus much happier 
Christians! “The group pictured is a por 
tion of the Beginners’ department of Grace 
Church, Shippensburg, Pa. Under the di- 
rection of the two superintendents, they 
presented the pageant, ‘The Brightest Day 
of All the Year,’ on Easter morning as 
part of the Church School program. The 
pageant portrayed the angel visitant to 
the guarded tomb, the guards being strick- 
en, the rolling away of the stone, and 
finally the joyous discovery of the 
Saviour’s resurrection by the three women 
and the disciples. ‘He is not here, for He 
is risen, as He said,’ they were informed 
by the tiny angel. Other fine presenta- 
tions by this active department include 
the portrayal of the Nativity Story with 
angels, Wise Men and Shepherds, during 
the Christmas season, and the dramatiza- 
tion of ‘The Angelus’ as part of a Thanks- 
giving program. At this time they also 
gathered fruits and vegetables which were 
then given in baskets to needy families.” 


become 


the Beginner’s Department of Grace Church, Shippensburg, Pa. 


Left to right: 
Mary; 
Guard; Junior Kitzmiller, 


Phylis Hippenstiel, as Salome; 
Second Guard; Janet Book, the Angel; Rich- 


Nancy Russel, as Mary Magdalene; Beth Kitzmiller, as 


Junior Shulenberger, as’ First 


ard Bowers, as Peter; Donald Shoap, as John; Mrs. H. Dewey Heberlig, 


Supt.; Mrs. Emitt Shulenberger, 


THE PASTOR SAYS: 


We need not fear for lack of 
patriotism so long as we have Sen- 
atorial candidates who are willing 
to spend great sums of money be- 
cause of their “love of country.” 
No offense will be taken if cynics 
“laugh up their sleeve” at this state- 
ment. —Now and Then 


Children’s Corner 


By Alliene De Chant Seltzer 


Do you like sleepy, tired folks? Neither 
do I! Sleepy Beginners’ departments in 
our Church Schools, and tired superintend- 
ents? Neither do I! And so I can scarce- 
ly wait to tell you about a Beginners’ 
department that is so wide-awake that it 
presents not only pageants and dramatiza- 
tions, but gathers fruits and vegetables 
and fills baskets for hungry boys and girls. 
So, as you look Oh! so carefully at this 
picture of the cast of the Easter pageant 
given by the Beginners’ department of 
Grace Church, Shippensburg, the Rev. 
Clair Eugene Blum, pastor, peep over my 
shoulder and read what the superintend- 
ent, Mrs. H. Dewey Heberlig and her as- 


Asst. Supt. 


The Family Altar 


By the Rev. Roland L. Rupp 


HELP FOR THE WEEK JUNE 25-JULY1 


Memory Text: Pride goeth before de- 
struction, and a haughty spirit before a 
fall. 

Memory Hymn: 
Youth” (628). 

Theme: Prophets, Kings and God. 


“Shepherd of Tender 


Monday: Ahijah’s Prophecy 
I Kings 11:29-39 

For the next three months most of our 
lessons will be taken from the Old Testa- 
ment. After having explored the New 
Testament for many weeks, having found 
there straight, open highways, clear vistas, 
and horizons in dim distances, and having 
stood on peaks towering in still sublimity, 
the winding roads and wooded hills and 
deep valleys of the Old Testament will 
seem strange to us for a while. But amid 
these scenes God has also dwelled—and 
does even now—and brooded over history 
and men until His prophets set out again 
and again to rebuke kings, confound the 
mighty, convict high priests, speak doom 
upon nations and call new civilizations in- 
to being. Here we shall soon be at home 
again, for here God is seeking us also, 


20 REFORMED Coo Rie 
Frayer: God of the ages, Lord of the 

universe, we thank Thee for the infinite FOOD FACTS 

areas in which we may come face to face 

with Thee. Make our faith as deep as Did You Know That: 

Thy universe is wide. Amen. 


Tuesday: Rehoboam’s Folly 
I Kings 12:1-15 
Those ‘were decisive days when Ahijah 
predicted the division of the kingdom of 
Solomon and offered the greater portion of 
it to Jeroboam, when Rehoboam consulted 


the venerable advisers of his father but 
followed instead the hot and blustering 


counsel of the youngsters of his own court. 
They are fateful days when a king enters 
upon a policy of ruthlessness. They are 
fateful days when a king comes to the 
conclusion that his subjects are chattel 
and slaves, things to be exploited, living 
beings to be oppressed. Such a king lacks 
kingly insight. He is a pauper in the very 
qualities of devotion and character which 
alone can make his reign successful. To 
use the lash and the heel when wounds 
should be healed, burdens lifted, and new 
highways constructed for the forward 
march toward destiny—that is royal folly 
indeed! 

Prayer: Thou Ruler of the nations, speak 
Thy wisdom to kings, premiers and p-esi- 
dents that they may have the insight and 
sagacity to rule as Thou rulest—with sym- 
pathy, insight and love. Amen. 


Wednesday: Israel’s Revolt 
I Kings 12:16-24 

No wonder Israel revolted at the policy 
of Rehoboam. Both freedom and self- 
respect dictated that revolt. Peoples show 
a most discouraging intelligence when 
they, in servile spirit, submit to oppres- 
sion for decade upon decade. Jefferson 
was correct when he said that a first class 
revolution is needed again and again if 
people are to remain free and prosperous. 
Solomon, a wise king, nevertheless blun- 
dered constantly. Pomp and pageantry, 
extravagance and indulgence, comfort and 
privilege—these, ruling at the expense of a 
nation of workers, breed inevitable civil 
war. When Rehoboam came to the throne 
the seed of the father came to harvest in 
the stupid policies of the son. Civil war, 
a divided nation, bitter minds—these are 
the harvest of exploitation and ruthless re- 
action. 

Prayer: Eternal God, teach Thy children 
the wisdom of freedom in a world of love 
and brotherhood. Give to us the insight 
that the revolution of violence must yield 
to the revolutions of the Spirit. Amen. 


Thursday: Jeroboam’s Idolatry 
I Kings 12:25-33 

God is the ultimate ruler of nations. 
He is the sovereign of the universe. Na- 
tions and civilizations, rulers and ruled, 
are all subjects of the divine sovereignty. 
That divine sovereignty may be flouted 
for a time. The divine will and wisdom 
may be violated for a season. But each 
act of violation opens a dozen doors to 
inrushing forces of destruction. A wise 
ruler will look to God for counsel, author- 
ity, inspiration. He will, in wisdom and 
character, seek to rule after the fashion 
of the Supreme Ruler. He will lead his 
people personally, on many occasions, to 
the very foot of the throne of the Supreme 
Ruler and bid them there bow in the pres- 
ence of the ineffable Sovereignty. He will 
be the leader of his people in worship and 


A hen requires half a pound of food 
to produce one egg. 

From Federal surplus products, New 
Jersey distributed nearly one and 
a half million pounds of butter to 
relief families. 
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ly by the frozen pack industry. 

These “food facts” are compiled 

by the Division of Consumer 

Information New Jersey State 
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in obedience. To him, to set up false gods 
is unthinkable. 

Prayer: Universal Father, King of 
kings, we are all convicted by the sins of 
our nation and civilization. We have set 
up tin gods, stone gods, gods of gold, gods 
of power. Forgive us for so great a sin 
and save us from such worship. Amen, 


Friday: Jeroboam’s Deceit 
I Kings 14:1-6 

A ruler, like a teacher or minister or 
priest, must keep his heart pure, knowing 
that as he does this God will dwell within 
him and direct him. Deceit, hypocrisy, 
love of ease, worship of gods of tin or 
gold, lead one into a world of delusion 
where disillusionment or destruction are 
inescapable. God is never deceived. A 
whole people seldom are. All this Ahijah 
saw clearly, as from a mountain peak 
after a newly fallen snow. He was not 
deceived by the mocking pretenses of 
Jeroboam. He sought to see affairs 
through the eye of God. He was ever alert 
for the will of God, and for frustration 
of that will. All the prophets always are. 
For this reason their vision and judgment 
are superior to ours. A few prophets, of 
imposing stature, in every country would 
serve magnificently in defining modern is- 
sues and eliminating the precursors of so- 
cial convulsion, 

Prayer: Give us national righteousness, 
O God, rulers who know Thee, ministers 
who are prophets, and worshipers who are 
unbreakably wedded to Thy truth. Amen. 


Saturday: Rehoboam’s Reign 
I Kings 14:21-31 

Mediocrity, puerility of character, lack 
of wisdom—marked the reign of Reho- 
boam. He who had inherited the throne of 
David and Solomon, he who ruled from 
Jerusalem, had little of the insight of his 
immediate predecessors. The greatness of 
Jerusalem cast no inspiration into his soul. 
That which he needed to make him a king 
in fact—faith in God and love for his 
people—he lacked completely. What a su- 
blime opportunity had faced him when he 
ascended the throne! He might have cor- 
rected the evils in the policies and char- 
acter of Solomon, profited by the mistakes 
of David, and led his nation to glorious 
renown. But such greatness was not in 
his soul. Rulers, like ourselves, are seldom 
great enough to face decisions with superb 
intelligence and courage. 


MESSENGER 


June 21, 1934 


Prayer: From the mediocrity which 
blights, the prejudice which infects, and 
the evil which destroys, deliver our nation 
and government, O God. Make our rulers 
wise, brave and devoted. Amen. 


Sunday: Wisdom’s Warning 
Proverbs 1:20-26 

Never was it more true than now, that: 
“Wisdom crieth aloud in the street; she 
uttereth her voice in the broad places; she 
erieth in the chief place of concourse”. 
Wisdom is erying unto us, unto our na- 
tion, unto our day and civilization that 
we take heed, that we listen to her admoni- 
tion, that we take warning of the needs 
and signs of our time. Wisdom is erying 
out for a new day, for a new day for all 
mankind, for a new day for religion, for 
education, for government, for business and 
labor and agriculture, for international 
and racial relationships. Wisdom eries out 
that this new day may be achieved, if 
we are willing to substitute brotherhood 
for profits, reason for foree, love for 
hatred and violence. And wisdom is also 
erying out, with terrible vehemence, that 
unspeakable disaster will overwhelm us, 
and that possibly quite soon, unless we lay 
the foundations for a Christlike civiliza- 
tion. 


Prayer: Help us, Heavenly Father, to 
reject this pagan or semi-pagan order and 
in its place build a Christlike order. With 
the courage and guidance of Thy Spirit we 
shall be able. Amen. 


KINDLY DISPOSED 


A farmer was trying to fill out a claim 
sheet for damages inflicted by the railway. 
His cow had been killed, and he so enter- 
ed it upon the blank. All went well until 
he came to the question: Disposition of 
the carcass? He puzzled for a time, then 
filled in: “Kind and gentle.” 


Santa, Fe Magazine. 


Puzzle Box 


ANSWERS TO MISSING WORD 
SENTENCES, No. 34 


Brides—rides—ides 
Entwine—twine—wine 
Yearn—earn 
Vacant—cant—ant 
Appear—pear—ear 


Sree bore 


A. M8: 


WORD SANDWICHES, No. 19 
(Insert Words of 3 Letters) 


1. W. S; Insert a small insect and 
get desires. 


pas 8} D; Insert an instrument used 
in rowing and get a prepared piece of 
wood. 

sills: —T; Insert a sticky fluid and get 
to begin. 
N H; Insert to consume and get 


below or under. 

5. O S; Insert certain chess pieces 
and get the plural of a prophetic sign 
of some future event, portending either 
good or evil. 

6. S R; Insert a delicious vegetable 
and get a weapon. 

(i Ae N; Insert an organ of hearing 
and aequire knowledge. 


A. M. §S. 
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Woman’s Missionary | 


Society News 
oo te 6 


Helen Ammerman, Editor 
Selinsgrove, Pa. 


The 38th Convention of the North Car- 


olina Classis, held in First Church, Lexing- 
ton, Rev. J. C. Leonard, D.D., pastor, was 
well attended. A happy, earnest group of 
women and girls attended. The theme, 
“An Enlarged Service,” was developed at 
all the devotional periods, and it prepared 
delegates for the fine addresses by Mrs. A. 
K. Faust and Mrs. M. Braum, of Catawba, 
by Miss MeDaniel, director of Leadership 
Training in N. C. State Sunday School 
Ass’n, and by Rev. W. A. Lunbeth, D.D., 
of High Point. The Holy Communion, at 


the beginning of the second day session, 
was the most sacred service of the con- 
vention and blessed fellowship was en- 
joyed by a large number of women and 
girls. Dr. Leonard spoke in an interest- 
ing manner, explaining the merger of the 
Reformed and Evangelical Churches which 
will officially occur this month. The Fel- 
lowship Banquet, directed by Miss Suther, 
Classical Secretary of G. M. G., was an 
outstanding feature. Table decorations 


carried out beautifully guild colors, and — 


_— 
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the program was arranged and given by 
the guild girls. Mrs. Misenheimer closed 
the period with a splendid fellowship ad- 
dress. Very fine pipe organ numbers, spe- 
cial vocal selections and music by the 
choir added much to the program. Two 
new W. M. Societies with 14 members 
each, one new G. M. G., and three new 
Mission Bands were organized during the 
year, and each department had a small 
membership gain. The budget was met in 
full, a small inerease in the T. O. in all 
organizations and 71 tithers was a com- 
mendable report. 145 diplomas’ were 
awarded to women and girls, and there 
was an increase in subscriptions to the 
“Outlook” and for prayer calendars. <A 
special offering for the two foreign mis- 
sionaries from N. C. amounted to $50. 
Pledges to $418 were made at the conven- 
tion for laundry equipment at Nazareth 
Orphans’ Home. Gratitude is due Dr. and 
Mrs. Leonard and to the ladies of the con- 


gregation for their whole-hearted hos- 
pitality. 
Do you know that various summer 


courses are offered in Religious Eduea- 
tion under Columbia University Summer 
Session in Teachers College and in Union 
Theological Seminary July 9 to Aug. 17? 
Fine instruction can be obtained for deal- 
ing with all ages and phases of Christian 
activities. Information can be procured 
from Prof. C. Linton, Teachers College, 
525 W. 120th St., New York City, N. Y. 


Shiloh W. M.°’S., Danville, Pa., at the 
completion of the study text book this 
spring held a covered dish supper in the 
nature of a birthday party for the oldest 
member, Mrs. Minglin. The afternoon 
meeting and supper were held in the par- 
sonage, with Rev. and Mrs. C. W. Heller 
hosts. An enormous birthday cake iced in 
green and baked by Mrs. Pearl Diehl, was 
the main table decoration. It held 81 can- 
dles, representing the mile stones of Mrs. 
Minglin, who is still active in Church 
work. At Mrs. Minglin’s request all pres- 
ent shared in enjoying the delicious birth- 
day cake. It was her happiest birthday, 
she said, in an appropriate thank you 
speech. She expressed a desire to serve 
many more years. A pot of plants and a 
monev gift were also presented to ‘her. 
Mrs. Heller gave the presentation message, 
after which the “Happy Birthday” song 
was sung. 


What are you planning to do July 6 to 
14? Go to Northfield for inspiration. The 
great Northfield Missionary Conference is 
interdenominational and presents’ the 
Home and Foreign programs which will 
broaden horizons, minimize prejudices (if 
any) and deepen sympathies. The texts 
“Orientals in U. 8.” and “Japan” will be 
the keys upon which study courses will 
be based. Children may attend with par- 
ents. Missionaries will be there! Hear 
excellent music and top-notch speakers! 
Accommodations cost $13 to $22. Write 
Mr. A. G. Moody, East Northfield, Mass. 
There will be special R. R. rates. 


“They looked unto Him and were radi- 
ant.” 


CHURCH: 
MEN'S 
LEAGUE 


Dr. John M. G. Darms, Secretary 


About 50 men attended the Churchmen’s 
Convention held under the auspices. of the 
Churchmen’s League of Philadelphia Clas- 


A VITAL MESSAGE TO AMERIGA 


CHRIST and JAPAN 


By 
TOYOHIKO KAGAWA 


Nippon’s flaming evangelist—social reformer—labor leader— 
gives us a powerful, authoritative work on the Christianizing of 
his people. 

“Japan is famished for the love of God. She yearns for the Cross.’ 
These startling, almost incredible words of this great Japanese 
religious leader characterize well the warmth and power of his 
epoch-making book. 
First printing April. 
ordered. 

Order your copy at once to assure prompt delivery. 


Cloth $1.00 


FRIENDSHIP PRESS 


150 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N. Y. 


’ 


Second printing May. Third printing now 


J SS SS Oe EE 
SPIRITUAL RECOVERY 


Start Climbing 


the Steps With 
United Singing 


History shows that permanent recovery fol- 
lows SPIRITUAL RECOVERY, which in turn 
is accompanied by a revival of SONG. Are 
YOU doing YOUR part? 


Pastors, superintendents and Church workers have 
been asking for a dynamic, modern, progressive song- 
book that would really generate SPIRITUAL RECOV- 
ERY, through a REVIVAL OF SONG. 

So... after three years of intensive labor and survey 
here it is! We sincerely believe it will be the answer to 
YOUR Church problem of spiritual recovery. Inspiring 
songs, scripture readings, complete indexes . .. worship 
programs to supply every need of Church work. 

A NEW BOOK FOR THE NEW TIMES 

It is inexpensive too full cloth, gold stamped, 
$40.00 per 100 copies (not prepaid). Rope bristol binding, 
$25.00 per 100 copies (not prepaid). Prices may advance 
later . we urge early purchase of books. 

Pastors, Superintendents, Committee Members 


Send today for YOUR examination copy 


En 


228 Pages 


NEW heart-stirripg songs 
and the good old siandbys. 


orchestration, 


Complete 
shaped notes. 


round and 


is one of the fathers of the Churechmen’s 
League and himself a member of the Ex- 
ecutive Committe and a liberal contribu- 


sis at Ursinus College on the afternoon 
and evening of Saturday, June 2. Rev. D. 
F. Singley, president of the Committee, 


acted as chairman and had a very credit- 
able and profitable program prepared. A 
male quartette of college students sang 
several gospel songs beautifully and Mr. 
Eli Wismer directed the spirited singing. 
In addition to this, several xylophone Se- 
lections were given in a masterful fashion 
by young people of the college and the 
college dining room was opened to the 
group for the dinner hour, where one of 
those famous Ursinus menus was served. 
Dr. Omwake, president of Ursinus, hon- 
ored the occasion with his presence and 
extended hearty greetings. Dr. Omwake 


tor. 

It was typically a laymen’s convention 
and the voice of laymen was heard at 
every session. There is a growing inter- 
est in laymen’s work and in the League in 
this Classis, where there are now 6 chap- 
ters of the League. Mr. Chas. Adams, of 
Reading, Pa., vice president of Eastern 
Synod and a great champion and worke> 
in the League, delivered a forceful and 
thoughtful address at the afternoon ses 
sion. He is a naturalist and drew a fine 
picture of the orderliness of nature in 
plant life and of the various types and 
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functions of plants, quite related to the 
various types of men in the Church. He 
counseled to give men greater responsibili 
ties and to cultivate our laymen of abil- 
ity. Men of the Church should parallel 
the work of our industrious women and 
make effective the denominational pro- 
gram, 

Professor C. D. Spotts of the Depart- 
ment of Religion at Franklin and Marshall 


College, delivered a strong address at the 
evening session and challenged the men to 
co-operate in building a civilization in 


terms and in the spirit of the Kingdom of 
Christ. He showed clearly what the day- 
men of our day need: God, faith, prayer, 
love, and a sense of stewardship. Dr. 
Darms, the secretary of the League, pre- 
sented a program for men in the Church. 
3oth the spirited discussion and the entire 
meeting were worth while. 


One more Chapter — Hope Reformed 


Chureh, Philadelphia. This is yet a Mis- 
sion Church, but the men of the Church 
see great value in a closer fellowship of 
study and work, and are anxious to be of 
greater service to the Kingdom. They 
elected the youngest member—21 years—as 
their president. A large proportion of the 
offiials and members have been unemploy- 
ed for long periods but that gives them 
so much more time for the work of the 
Church and they are giving it. 

When the item of contribution was men- 
tioned, they said: “We could not think of 
going lower than the 50 cents for each 
member,’ and somehow they got it and 
gave it joyously. That portrays a fine 
Christian spirit and such a spirit always 
produces. We welcome this new chapter 
in our growing fellowship. 

* % * 

Read the report on the Laymen’s Con- 
vention at Ursinus College, held June 2, 
in another column. It was, indeed, a very 
helpful gathering, and Chairman Singley 
and his Classical Committee of Philadel- 
phia Classis deserve our thanks. 

* * * 

“Enelosed find $5.00 as donation at this 
time. We want to send more later.”— 
Chapter Dallastown, Pa. Thanks to this 
Chapter. 

Mr. Thomas Wagner of Lebanon, Pa., 
sends in $6.00 as a personal donation. 
Many thanks for timely help. 

One half of the year is past and we 
would appreciate a contribution from those 
Chapters which have as yet not sent in 
anything during 1934. Would this be pos- 
sible? 

* * * 

The Federation of Men’s Clubs in Buf- 
falo held an inspiring meeting May 22. 
A Men’s Chorus directed by Fred Michael 
of Trinity Church provided the music. Ac- 
tion was taken which showed the readiness 
of our men to merge with the Evangelical 
Group as soon as word comes from head- 
quarters. The feature of the meeting was 
the demonstration of a League Meeting. 
The May Program was used. The discus- 
sion was led by Emil Dahlman and Mr. 
Chas. Hoffe. The president, Edwin M. 
Kling, is highly pleased with the progress 
made. 

* * ” 

Why not have the men of Philadelphia 
and surrounding Chapters visit Camp 
Mensch Mill in August and show the little 
lads how much they are interested in them? 
This suggestion comes from our newest 
Chapter—the men of Hope ‘Church, Phila., 
Pa. They are going. 

As a summer project for our Leagues— 
visit the boys’ camps in your vicinity. 

* * * 

Send in your topic suggestions for 1935. 
Hach Chapter received a slip on which the 
topic can be noted. Next year’s topic 
booklet is to be a joint affair with the 
Evangelicals. The Evangelical Brother- 
hoods have now inaugurated the use of 
monthly topie explanatory material, such 
as our League has been sending out to 
Chapters monthly for years. ; 


TWENTY-EIGHTH YEAR 


THE ALEXANDER FUND 


108th Quarterly Cash Distribution 
Payable May 1, 1934 


2% to 10% per annum according to series 


A NEW SERIES (EEE) IS NOW OPEN FOR SUBSCRIPTION 


Apply for Information 


1228 Land Title Building 
PHILADELPHIA 


Youth and Old Age 


These extremes of one’s life may be happily united by Life Insur- 
ance. The vigor and enthusiasm of early life will have their com- 
pensation when less vigorous old age has its cares and anxieties 
lightened by the proceeds of an Endowment policy. For this and 


other forms of Life Insurance policies, please address: 


PRESBYTERIAN MINISTERS’ FUND 
1805-07 Walnut Street Philadelphia, Pa. 
MATTHEW J. HYNDMAN, D.D., President 


The Children of Pennsylvania 


What shall be done for children who are homeless, neglected and desti- 
tute through sickness, death, vice or desertion of their parents? Someone 
must care for them. The CHILDREN’S AID SOCIETY of Pennsylvania, Inc., 
founded fifty years ago, is now doing this work for over 2,000 children. 

The Children’s Aid Society is providing individual care and protection for 
such children through a series of carefully selected family boarding homes. 
Through a staff of trained visitors and through school and church reports, the 
Society knows of the progress and development of each child. Special depart- 
ments for the care of older boys and girls are maintained and the Society also 
conducts a large home finding work. 

County branch offices are established at Towanda, Williamsport, Reading, 
Norristown, Easton, Media, Montrose, Allentown, Altoona, Chambersburg, 
Huntingdon, Lewistown, Bedford, Stroudsburg, Wilkes-Barre and Wellsboro. 

. Our County Agency Department will be glad to answer questions about the 
organization and extension of this work in various counties in Eastern and 
Central Pennsylvania. 

The Society receives children without restriction as to race, creed or 
color, caring for them with due regard to their religious faith. Surely each 
one will want to share the responsibility of providing for them. Homes wanted 
for children. 


Bequests Solicited 


CHILDREN’S AID SOCIETY OF PENNSYLVANIA 


311 South Juniper Street - Social Service Building 
Philadelphia 


Member, Welfare Federation of Philadelphia 


JuNnE 21, 1934 


A Conference Meeting of members of 
the Executive Committee of the Evangeli- 
cal Brotherhood and the League, who will 
be at Cleveland at the meeting of the 
General Synod, is being arranged by the 
Executive Secretary. Both secretaries are 
scheduled to speak at a Laymen’s Mass 
Meeting in Cleveland, Sunday, June 24. 

Two personal contributions of $5.00 each 
have been received by the treasurer. If 
we could secure 500 such gifts, our work 
could proceed with vigor. Can you help 
us now? 

Attend the National Convention of 
Evangelical Brotherhood at Milwaukee, 
Wis., August 2-23. You will enjoy every 
minute of the program and fellowship. 


NOTES ON THE SPECIAL MEETING 
OF THE GENERAL SYNOD 


J. Rauch Stein, Stated Clerk 


A copy of the Blue Book was mailed on 
Tuesday, June 12. It should now be in 
the hands of every delegate primarius to 
the special meeting and the accompanying 
meetings of the General Synod—minister 
and elder. Each delegate should at once 
take sufficient time to examine thought- 
fully the Order of Business and the re- 
ports of this volume. Familiarity with its 
contents will greatly facilitate prompt and 
intelligent action. 

Registration at the Opening Session 

All delegates to the Special and Accom- 
panying Meetings of the General Synod are 
kindly requested to procure their enroll- 
ment cards as soon as possible after their 
arrival on Tuesday morning, June 26, at 
the Eighth Reformed Church, Willowdale 
near West 25th Street, Cleveland, O. Un- 
seemly confusion and congestion in the 
vestibule of the Church, prior to the open- 
ing service, will thus be happily avoided. 
Delegates will please consult the bulletin 
at the main entrance to the Church, and 
find the “Information and Registration 
Room.” There, the Roll Clerk, Rev. Aaron 
R. Tosh, will be in waiting on Tuesday 
morning after 8:30 o’clock to distribute 
the registration blanks and to receive 
them again after they have been complete- 
ly filled out personally by each delegate, 
for the session opening at 10 o’clock. 
Prompt and careful registration by every 
delegate will prove specially valuable for 
saving the time and contributing the effi- 
ciency of the General Synod. 

Transportation 

The Pennsylvania Railroad has a through 
train from Philadelphia to Cleveland car- 
rying sleeping cars. Arrangements are be- 
ing made to attach a special 12 section 
ear for General Synod delegates to “The 
Clevelander,” leaving North Philadelphia 
at 9.23 P. M. Standard Time, on Monday, 
June 25, and scheduled to arrive in Cleve- 
land at 8.25 on Tuesday morning. An 
additional car, if needed, will be attached 
it Harrisburg, leaving there at 11.45 P. M. 
This night train from North Philadelphia 
to Cleveland will afford convenient serv- 
ice for all delegates from Philadelphia, 
Laneaster, Harrisburg, Baltimore and 
Washington. One way fares from these 
points are: Philadelphia, $17.30; Lancas- 
ter, $14.86; Harrisburg, $13.56; Baltimore 
and Washington, $15.63. The Pullman 
lower berth rate from all these points 
to Cleveland is $4.50 for lower berth, $3.60 
for upper. 

The Baltimore & Ohio also has an excel- 
lent night train leaving Philadelphia (24th 
and Chestnut Sts.), at 4.53 P. M. Standard 
Time, and arriving in Cleveland at 8.20 
A. M. There is also other train service 
providing for daylight travel between 
Philadelphia and Cleveland. Passengers 
from Lancaster may take a local train to 
Harrisburg in time to board “The Cleve- 
lander.” 


ANNUAL SUMMARY 
OUR CHURCH STATISTICS FOR 1933 
The summary of the official statistical 


reports of the 6 Synods for the calendar 
year ending December 31, 1933, has just 
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been tabulated. This summary of the en- 
tire Church makes record of increases (I.) 
and decreases (D.) when compared with 
the records of Dec. 31, 1932, as follows: 

Ministers, 1,334, D. 1; Licentiates, 36, 
I. 5; Charges, 1,075, I. 3; Congregations, 
1,697, D. 8; Membership last Report, 344,- 
687, D. 1,281; Confirmed, 12,077, I. 368: 
Certificate, 3,973, D. 111; Renewal of Pro- 
fession, 3,857, I. 164; Dismissed, 3,638, D. 
702; Deaths, 5,629, D. 56; Erasure of 
Names, 9,415, D. 1,310; Present Member- 
ship, 345,912, I. 208; Communed During 
Year, 265,029, D. 13,839; Unconfirmed 
Members, 125,714, D. 4,531; Infant Bap- 
tisms, 9,460, D. 96; Deaths, Unconfirmed 
Members, 1,021, D. 134; Students for Min- 
istry, 198, D. 35; Total Church School En- 
rollment, 348,937, I. 1,764; Amount of Ap- 
portionment, $1,083,478, D. $387,152; Paid 
on Apportionment, $533,149, D. $131,815; 
Other Denominational Benevolences, $232,- 
766, D. $69,993; Benevolences outside of 
Denomination, $69,903, I. $3,227; Total of 
all Benevolences, $835,828, D. $198,581; 
Congregational Purposes, $3,521,479, D. 
$325,007; Churches, $42,721,767, D. $3,665,- 
005; Churches, $5,569,600, D. $579,085; In- 
debtedness on Property, $7,494,380, D. 
$120,198. 

The presentation of this summary early 
in June comes to you about two months 
earlier than it did last year. We must 
make another effort to get the one for 
December 31, 1934, out by April first, of 
the succeeding year. This carefully com- 
piled record has been made_ possible 
through the friendly and prompt co-opera- 
tion of the Synodical and Classical Stated 
Clerks. Their interest and helpfulness in 
correcting manifest arithmetical discrep- 
ancies has greatly aided in producing a 
Statistical Summary free from error in the 
Present Communicant Membership and the 
Total Benevolence. 

But we have not succeeded in getting all 
our pastors to enter, in the first column of 
their Statistical Reports to Classes, the 
exact communicant membership which they 
reported the preceding year. Here too let 
us steadfastly encourage one another to 
expect that next year we may attain to 
complete accuracy also in this column of 
our Statistical Tables. 

The Church will doubtless greatly re- 
joice to find that again after four con- 
secutive years of decrease we can now 
once more register an increase in our Total 
Communicant Membership. Our total has 
now advanced to 345,912. 

Notwithstanding the special emphasis 
which we have for several years been 
placing upon the deepening of the spiritual 
life and the winning of the unchurched, 
the Annual Statistical Summary shows 
that we have erased more than 9,000 names 
from our membership rolls. For every 
member removed by death we have remov- 
ed almost two by erasure. 

However, this year we erased 1,310 
names less than we did last year. Let us 
encourage one another to erase a lesser 
number in each succeeding year for the 
next few years. 

Our Church School enrollment has been 
increased by 1,764. It is now 3,000 more 
than our total Communicant Membership. 

These are the outstanding encouraging 
features of our Statistics for 1933. 


MISSION HOUSE COMMENCEMENT 


The 71st school year, which was one of 
the most auspicious in the history of this 
institution, has just concluded. From 
every point of view, it was most success- 
ful. The enrollment has shown a healthy 
increase for the past years. The scholastic 
achievements this year surpassed those of 
previous years. This year there was no 
deficit in the current expense, due partially 
to the temporary voluntary reduction of 
salaries. The instructors have had a very 
strenuous year, some of them carrying as 
many as 36 hours. A most severe loss sus- 
tained by the institution and the Church 
this year was the untimely passing of Prof. 


“Lift Up Your Eyes on High” 


or The Contribution which Astronomy makes 
to a better understanding of 


VITAL CHRISTIANITY 
An Illustrated Booklet—20 Cents Prepaid 


Other Booklets 


FRIENDSHIP WITH GOD 
THE POSSIBILITY OF A NEW LIFE 
GOD’S CALL TO AN OVERCOMING 
LIFE 
Have proved helpful to many 


10 Cts. each—3 for 25 Cts. 


DR. HOWARD A. TALBOT 
433 N. Broadway De Pere, Wis. 


HIS RIGHT TO RULE 


By NORMAN B. HARRISON, D.D. 


A new and timely book for Ministers, 
Bible Teachers, Evangelists, Sunday School 
Teachers, and all thinking Christian be- 
lievers. 

“An _ up-to-the-minute analysis of the 
stupendous factors and events which make 
up the present world situation in its divine 
method, purpose, and program.” 

64 pages—beautifully bound—-25¢e. De Luxe 

Edition—suede covers, stamped in gold, 

tied with silk cord, 40c, 


Bible Institute Colportage Association 
832 North Wells St., Chicago, III. 


South Mountain Manor 


WERNERSVILLE, PA. 


Delightful for the Summer Holiday. 
Attractive Grill. Large Ballroom. 
Golf. Saddle Horses. 


$4 Daily $25 Weekly 


Capacity 300. Phone Reading 8-1031 


(American 
Plan) 


R. Roland Binkley, Managing Director 


Che TAhittier 

P. Y. F. A., 140 N. 15th Street, Phila., Pa. 

Central Location—Close to Shopping District 
Permanent and Transient Guests 

are cordially welcomed 


AUDITORIUM BANQUET ROOMS 


Excellent Food and Service. 
MARY E. LEEDS, Manager 


PULPIT—CHOIR 
GOWNS 


Illustrated Catalog with 
Material Samples gladly 


sent on request 


E. R. MOORE COMPANY 


Makers since 1907 


932 Dakin St. Chicago, IIl. 


PARKER’S HAIR BALSAM 
Removes Dandruff -Stops Hair Falling 


Imparts Color and BeautytoGray 
and Faded Hair 


6oc. and $1.00 at Druggists. 
Chemical Works. Patchogue, N. Y. 


A. W. Krampe, D.D., holding the chair of 
Practical Theology. The candidate unani- 
mously proposed by the nominating com- 
mittee which consists of the presidents of 
the four participating Synods together 
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with the Mission House Board, and whose’ the bright starry heavens of the night, 
name is to be proposed to the four Synods and the most cordial atmosphere of the 
is Rev. E. G. Homrighausen, D.D., pastor great campus, filled the heart of every 
of Carrollton Avenue Church, Indianapolis, visitor with rare delight and calm serenity. 
and part time instructor at Butler Univer- One was loath to leave these delightful 
sity College of Religion. Further new in- and ideal surroundings. 


structors in the Academy and College had 
to be secured because of the growth of 
the school. The scholastic standing of the 
institution is a high one and is being rece- 
ognized and accepted not only by other 
institutions of learning in the state, but 
by Wisconsin University. The latter in- 
stitution has commended the Mission House 
College for its scholarly type of students 
that has come from our campus to that 
university and three former Mission House 
men are now on the faculty of the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin. Extension work by the 
university is being considered and Mis- 
sion House professors are to be utilized. 

The Mission House College, by its his- 
tory and noble traditions, challenges the 
youth of our Church by its fourfold pro- 
gram of Scholarship, Strength, Spirituality 
and Service. Many students from other 
Protestant denominations, particularly 
from the Evangelical Church, were en- 
rolled this year. Many more are expected 
to enter the school this autumn. A goal 
of 200 students enrolled has been set for 
this fall. 

This year for the first time the State 
Superintendent of Education will issue a 
teacher’s certificate to one of the gradu- 
ates. Besides this there was also issued 
for the first time a music certificate upon 
completion of a two years’ course in mu- 
sic. The social life, too, is climbing to 
higher and better levels, making the life 
on the campus most helpful. Nineteen 
students received diplomas at the com- 
mencement services. 

Students of the Seminary who completed 
the theological requirements and who were 
subsequently recommend to their respec- 
tive Classes for licensure are: Arthur Kru- 
ger, Alfred Klumb, Frank Settlage, Frank 
Lowenberg, and Carl Schmahl. Nearly all 
of these young men will have charges. 

The closing exercises were held in the 
spacious new gymnasium which was con- 
structed during the past year. The bac- 
calaureate services were held on Sunday, 
May 27. On Friday evening, June 1, the 
annual alumni banquet was held. Alumni 
from east and west, north and south par- 
ticipated in large numbers. On Saturday 
evening, June 2, a Moment Musical was 
given which consisted of musical numbers 
rendered by the large mixed chorus. The 
Troubadours and members of the music 
department under the very able direction 
of Mrs. Elsa Behlert-Bauer and Prof. Wal- 
ter Ihrke, who are themselves artists of 
the first rank. 

On Sunday, June 3, the graduation serv- 
ices were held in the gymnasium, which 
was filled to the doors. Rev. Paul R. Pon- 
tius, D.D., of Lehighton, Pa., gave a stir- 
ring message to the Seminary graduates 
on the theme: “Spiritual Dynamos.” Lunch- 
eon followed these services in the college 
dining room, which was filled twice by the 
many visitors, while the many who had 
brought baskets picnicked either on the 
campus or on the banks of the river. The 
afternoon service again filled the gymna- 
sium to capacity, many of the student 
body volunteering their seats to the many 
guests present. Col. Roy Farrand, presi- 
dent of St. John’s Military Academy 
(Episcopalian), Delafield, Wis., addressed 
the graduates. The beautiful and dignified 
service culminated with the presentation 
of diplomas and the conferring of degrees 
by President Grosshuesch. The singularly 
beautiful site of the campus, one of the 
most ideal to be found anywhere, the spa- 
cious lawn recently beautified by the plant- 
ing of so many new trees and shrubbery, 
the improved and remodelled clean looking 
buildings, the fine temperament of students 
and faculty, the melodious song of myriads 
of song-birds heard from the wee hours of 
the morning until late at night, the frag- 
trance of the spring air during the day, 


Cc. J. G. Russom. 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. Henry E. Gebhard, Supt. 


Rev. Harvey J. Miller, Womelsdorf, 
preached a very interesting and inspiring 
sermon to the children on Sunday, June 11. 

Children’s Day was observed with the 
Church decorated in a very tasteful man- 
ner with many flowers. While the cos- 
tumes could not be used as they were in 
the quarantined cottage, the children pre- 
sented the character parts in a very ac- 
ceptable manner. 

All but one of the babies has now had 
measles and in about two weeks we expect 
the quarantine to be lifted. Thus far we 
have succeeded in limiting the epidemic 
to the Reed Baby Cottage. 

Thursday, June 7, the Property Commit- 
tee met at Bethany, we found half of our 
barn roof on Lebo farm so poor that a 
new covering had to be put on before the 
crops could be harvested. 

We have been urging our children to 
read their Bible. On May 29, we were 
surprised to have the name of Robert Wal- 
ters added to our honor roll which hangs 
on the wall of our office and contains 
names of children who read the entire 
Bible. He is a boy nine years old and 
came to us from St. John’s Church, Shil- 
lington. 

We have on hand and ready for ship- 
ment 50 barrels of empty jars. Hach har- 
rel contains about 70 quarts. The Churches 
desiring to fill jars can receive them upon 
request. Thank you. 


FOUR SCORE AND FIVE 


Rev. Allen King Zartman, D.D., of 
Akron, Ohio, celebrated his 85th birthday 
on June 8, 1934. He was born and reared 
on Pleasant Hill Farm, two miles south of 
Glenford, Hopewell Twp., Perry Co., Ohio. 
On that farm his parents, Isaac and Re- 
becea King Zartman, lived 66 years in 
happy wedded life. 

Dr. Zartman lives with Rev. and Mrs. 
H. B. Diefenbach. His daughter, Mrs. 
Diefenbach, arranged for the observance 
of her father’s birthday. Those relatives 
present at these festivities were two 
grandsons, Allan B. Diefenbach of Ann 
Arbor, Mich., and Benjamin C. Diefenbach 
of Cleveland, O., his brother, Dr. Rufus C. 
Zartman of Philadelphia, Pa., Rev. and 
Mrs. August H. Dornbirer and Miss Edith 
Dornbirer of Columbus, O., Mr. and Mrs. 
D. Irving Prugh and Miss Delilah F. Swine- 
hart of Dayton, O., and Dr. Earl Zartman 
Alspach of Akron, O. The day was sunny 
and delightful, and the occasion one of 
great joy. Dr. Zartman is hale and 
hearty; the many felicitous greetings from 
a host of well-wishing friends may come 
true, that many more anniversaries may 
be added to this happy 85th one.—R. C. Z. 


THE MASSANUTTEN ACADEMY 
WOODSTOCK, VIRGINIA 


The 35th Commencement exercises of 
Massanutten Academy were held June 1-3. 
The weather was ideal for Commence- 
ment, and the attendance was the largest 
in the historv of the institution. There 
were 35 graduates in the senior class, 
which was also the largest class to go out 
from Massanutten. 

The presence of Mr. Lowell Thomas, 
famous radio reporter, traveler, and lec- 
turer, excited a great deal of interest in 
the Commencement program. He spoke 
from a grandstand which had been set up 
on Seibert Athletic Field. The field was 
gaily decorated in the flags of some 20 
nations, giving a very colorful background 
for this event. By the aid of loud speak- 
ers, he was easily heard by the large num- 


MESSENGER 


June 21, 1934 


bers of people who came from all sections 
of the valley to hear his address. Before 
speaking, he witnessed the review of the 
cadets and presented the commissions, 
which in itself gave these young chaps a 
thrill they will long remember. Mr. 
Thomas is a very charming personality 
and, in meeting him face to face one is 
captivated by him quite as much as by 
listening to him over the radio. 

The Commencement dance and _ social 
features were very interesting and happy. 
The joint banquet of cadets, patrons, 
alumni and friends, which was held in 
Sperry Dining Hall on Saturday evening, 
June 2, proved to be a most delightful 
event, and nearly 400 guests were served. 
Toasts were responded to by _ several 
patrons, among them Messrs. J. O. Bair, 
Allen Waldbauer and 8S. 8. Bruce, of Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.; Judge William Newecorn, of 
Plainfield, N. J.; Judge Watson R. Davi- 
son, of Chambersburg, Pa., and Dr. H. M. 
J. Klein, of Franklin and Marshall Col- 
lege. 

A number of oratorical contests were 
held among the Seniors and the Juniors. 
The graduation exercises were held on 
Sunday morning in Lantz Hall to a eapae- 
ity audience. Rev. J. B. Frantz, of St. 
Paul’s Reformed Chureh, Woodstock, Va., 
officiated, following which the salutatory 
was delivered by Charles Waldbauer, of 
Pittsburgh, Pa., and the valedictory by 
Walter L. Hopkins, of New York City. 
Dr. Benchoff asked Dr. Klein to present 
the diplomas to the graduates, which he 
did in a most fitting manner, equally as 
well as could be expected from a college 
president. 

The address to the graduates was de- 
livered by Dr. Klein in a most happy 
vein. Massanutten has had a good many 
able addresses, but the visitors spoke of 
Dr. Klein’s as being one of the finest that 
they had ever heard from our platform, 
packed solidly with good advice, and pre- 
sented with a variety of picture and imag- 
ery and illustration as well as choice lan- 
guage, which gave evidence of ripe schol- 
arship and a very fine spirit. 


The awards were announced then by Dr. 
Benchoff, Head Master, who presented the 
winners to the audience, and in appropri- 
ate manner touched off the personality of 
each boy to the delight of the audience. 
The awards are as follows: The Poe-Jeffer- 
son Debating Medal—Donor, Mrs. Daniel 
Burns, New Kensington, Pa., awarded to 
Walter L. Hopkins. The William Farrar 
Medal—Donor, Mr. John H. Farrar, Chevy 
Chase, Md., class of ’25, awarded to 
Charles Waldbauer. U. S. History Medal 
in memory of Mr. Walter L. Hopkins, 
father of Walter Hopkins, class of ’34— 
Donor, Mr. Alfred Hopkins, of the firm 
of Alfred Hopkins and Associates, archi- 
tects, 415 Lexington Ave., New York 
City, awarded to Walter L. Hopkins. 
Mathematics Medal, in memory of Dr. 
Cooper Schmitt—Donor, Miss L. V. 
Schmitt, Woodstock, Va., awarded to 
Thomas J. Clark, Ligonier, Pa. MeCauley 
Medals — Senior Honors, in memory of 
Colonel Charles A. H. McCauley, by Mrs. 
McCauley, first honor awarded to Max A. 
Sindler, second honor awarded to Eugene 
Gaines Hawkins. Declamation Medal— 
Awarded to Edward Harvey Smith. Junior 
Oration Medals—Form One awarded to 
Daniel Harrison, Form Two awarded to 
Spence Ohlinger. Scholarship Medals— 
Awarded to: Junior School, Harold Donzis; 
Freshman class, Robert Howard; Sophomore 
Class, Gerald Breakstone; Junior class, 
Benjamin Ambrosini. 


The singing of the Academy Hymn, “Oh 
God, Our Help in Ages Past,” was a part 
of this program, which finally ended with 
the singing of the Alma Mater, and the 
blowing of “Taps,” a finish which made a 
deep impression upon those who were pres- 
ent. Whether Commencement is the begin- 


ning or the end of a career, it is in fact 


one of the turning points of life, and 
causes us to think and meditate deeply 
upon the mystery of it all. , 
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AN ITEM FOR THE NEW 
CONSTITUTION 


When a pulpit becomes vacant in our 
denomination, how should it be filled? The 
Vacancy and Supply Plan of helping pas- 
tors make changes and vacant charges to 


SECOND EDITION IN PREPARATION 
secure pastors has practically no signifi 


eance today, because its provisions. are fp i 

almost universally ignored. The truth is, OW rs | n in O 
there is no plan in operation today. Each ; 
congregation and each pastor acts individ- By LESLIE D. WEATHERHEAD, 
ually and separately within the framework 
of the Church constitution. Our present 
constitution gives some authority to the 
Classis in receiving ministers into its 
bounds, and in confirming the call of the 
congregations. To provide for greater 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 


A searching and arresting treatment of this Hiei fue by one of 
the most brilliant of the younger English preachers. Dr. Sidney Berry, Secre- 
tary of the Congregational Union of England and Wales, says: “Mr. Weather- 
head leaves us with a Jesus enthroned, living, supreme, effectual in our con- 
temporary experience. His study is simply dazzling in its fertility of thought.’ 


regulation in this important field, the new $1.50 
constitution of the Evangelical and Re- . . : . 
formed Church could well give more au- Christ in American Why God Sends Pain 
thority to Classes or district Synods, gov- i 

erning the rights both of pastors and of Education By J. Stuart Holden, D.D. 


congregations when vacancies occur or ; By Gerrit Verkuyl, Ph.D., D.D. Teriicide 
when changes should be made. Ra ca OsC el! 

With this in mind the ministerium of 
East Ohio Classis has been making a study 
of the subject and the Classis is presenting 
an overture to the new General Synod in ’ < 
connection with this study. As secretary $1.50 discouraged or shut-in. $.60 
of the ministerium‘and as president of the- 
Classis, I am carrying out the wish of 
both bodies in giving this outline to the 
Church in general for consideration, dis- 


cussion, and possible action. It is hoped - 

that the new constitution may remedy at Passi ng on the To rch 
least some of the worst features of our And Other Sermons 

present method. 

1. We have passed from a problem of By ATER. Robertson, dnd, Te): 


scarcity to the problem of  super- 


s helpful little volume on 
The problems, opportunities, achieve* J Ba : 

ments and shortcomings of Christian the mystery of suffering will prove 
education in the United States, as they 


e ECON q tho > al ; 
especially relate to the local church. a blessing to all who are downcast 


““My Message as a Minister of Jesus’’ 


abundance in the supply of pastors “Although most of my life has been devoted to seminary 
for available charges. This fact, rec- teaching,” says Professor Robertson, “yet I have always 
ognized on every hand, accentuates the considered myself as being, primarily, a preacher, _and 
entire problem. these sermons fairly represent my message as a minister 


2. A planned future, providing for the 2 of Jesus Christ.” $1.75 
needs of all, and allowing as far as E 
possible for individual differences, is 
the only alternative to an unreason- 
able chaos. . . ° 

3. Restricting individual liberty for the Talks to Young People More Six-Minute Stories 
good of the brotherhood as a whole 
is a Christian procedure. 

4. The unregulated candidating system By George A. Crapullo, B.D. By John Edward Charlton, Ph.D 
puts a premium on self-seeking, com- 


petition, and possible mercenary aims A book that every teacher and parent 


Bright, incisive talks on some of the 


os pastors that is distinctly un- should possess; one, moreover, that 

‘Christian mrenudavmexperiences and re fonal 

: : si everyday experiences and recreationa te a es ee PRC 

5. The unregulated candidating system boys and girls can read and enjoy 
prompts consistories and congregations activities of young folks. $1.25 for themselves. $1.50 


to look upon pastors as_hirelings, 
struggling to secure advantageous po- 
sitions for themselves. 


6. The unregulated candidating system NEW YORK: 158 Fifth Ave. PRO IET ORES 


over-emphasizes first impressions and 
seems to encourage the more critical 
attitude of the people toward their 


pastor, sometimes creating division 7 7 THE JEWS AND PALESTINE 
among them. ay _ is yeaa nnens 
7. With an over-supply of pastors, men : By Dr. A. U. Rice Pebesustce Jew. 
of specialized experience are crowded The book of the hour. A masterpiece. A book of compell- 
out of the profession. If the Chureh : ing interest. The best book on the subject. Price 50c. 
can avoid this condition with a plan- THE JEWISH hedge aCe LORD’S SUPPER 
sep y Dr. A. U. Michelson 
ned By Seem, why not? Illustrated by the emblems used in the Jewish Passover at 
8. Likewise young men graduate from our the time of Christ. The author, a converted Jew, shows that 
seminaries fully equipped for their i , the ancient Jewish Passover and the Lord’s Supper are _inex- 
special field Wat avo wna hls “t6" use tricably interwoven. A striking book! Nothing else like it 
8 ; ’ a a s ever written! Price 35c. 
their training due to lack of oppor- FROM JUDAISM TO CHRIST 
tunity and have to enter other work if By Dr. A. U. Michelson 
for which they are unprepared. a a8 Life story of Dr. Michelson, who was a judge and an 
eae oad 2 P ae ed - z attorney. He tells why he, as a Jew, accepted Jesus. This 
9. Unregulated competition in seeking “tes book will bless everyone who reads it. Price 30c. 
vacancies tends to draw the age line Dr. A. U. MICHELSON THE JEWISH HOPE 
and will keep older pastors from re- A Jewish ones, yaaa pub tence pieces A ee tie expounder of 
munerative service before they reach Bible Prophecy, Palestine and the Jews ubscription price per year 
ati fac a oe . SEND US $2.00 AND WE SHALL MAIL YOU THESE THREE BOOKS AND ENTER 
P pees YOUR SUBSCRIPTION FOR ONE YEAR TO THE “JEWISH HOPE.” 
10. The unregulated system and over-sup- THE JEWISH HOPE PUBLISHING HOUSE 


ply of pastors tends to perpetuate 2209 Michigan Avenue Los Angeles, California 
weak congregations which should 
merge with others for the best inter- 


ests of the Kingdom of God. AN AMAZING NEW SONG BOOK ! NEW & SECOND HAND 
11. Due to our planless system, very many ,, ; ; * ; a Fanlendia i 5 
of our pastors feel they ought to move et Cone oe Saute remaele HEOLOGICAL OOKS 


offer. ‘‘Songs of Grace No. 1 
to another field; but we have no one able variety of music. There are solos, duets, trios, LARGEST STOCK IN AMERICA. Over 
in authority to cause needed changes  {artets, choruses, choir and congregational num- half a million THEOLOGICAL BOOKS— 
= : 8 bers covering a wide range of topics—contributions Classified by Subject. CATALOGS FREE. 
to be made. from famous song writers. You'll marvel at what Correspondence and ‘‘Want Lists’ invited. 
you get for 30c. Order from the publisher:— Please mention the Reformed Church Messenger 


The ministerium has also made a survey 558 So. Hope Street 
of the methods used in ten other denomiha- Gordon E. Hooker 3: Angeles, Calif. Scnurre’s Boon Srone 202782 Fourth Ave 


20 

tions, and finds some interesting sugges- 
tions for a possible change in our own 
method. It is hoped that this matter will 
receive the careful attention of all pastors 
and consistories, and especially of dele- 
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gates to the new General Synod. It is 
also hoped that the brethren of the Evan- 
gelical Synod will study this subject, since 
their system is in need of change as much 
as our own. —wW. F. Kissel. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 


Fifth Sunday after Trinity 
July 1, 1934 


Ahijah and the Divided Kingdom 
I Kings 12:12-17; 26-30 

Golden Text: Pride goeth before de- 
struction, and a haughty spirit before a 
fall. Proverbs 16:18. 

Lesson Outline: 1. 
Folly. 

The general topic of our lessons during 
the third quarter is Prophets and Kings 
of Israel. That takes us far away from 
our own day into remote times. What 
does it profit us to devote time and effort 
to a study of these bygone days? Ought 
we not, rather, to gain a better knowledge 
of our own age, of its peoples and prob- 
lems, where history is daily in the mak- 
ing, and where our destiny is in the bal- 
ance? 

Two considerations throw light on such 
questions. First, the history of Israel 
should be of interest and importance to 
all intelligent people because from this 
little nation mankind has inherited its 
best religion. 

These Hebrews had no philosophers like 
Plato, no conquerors like Caesar, but they 
had prophets and priests who knew God, 
and who interpreted His way and will to 
men. That was their unique gift to the 
world. 

The story of this ancient people, there- 
fore, their rise, fall, and recovery, pos- 
sesses an intrinsic interest that is dispro- 
portionate to their political importance. 
At best, Israel was but a small nation, 
about the size of Vermont. Long ages ago, 
it was swallowed up in the vortex of his- 
tory. But its priceless legacy to mankind 
was religion at its best and highest. That 
is one very good reason why men will 
ever study the history of this peculiar 
people, from the remotest patriarchal time, 
through all their ups and downs, to the 
birth of Christ and the fall of Jerusalem. 

Closely connected with this, there is 
another reason for our continued study of 
these ancient historical narratives. Our 
chief interest in these events is not his- 
torical, but spiritual; not the outer life 
of the nation, but the epic of their soul. 
It is the birth and growth of religion 
within Israel that is of perennial interest 
and importance; its lowly beginning and 
its marvelous culmination in the teachings 
of the prophets. 

The historical incidents of our studies 
in the life of ancient Israel are of slight 
interest to us. They were typical of the 
times. But in their checkered career as 
a nation, these Hebrews found God; His 
fear and His favor, His hatred of injustice 
and love of righteousness, His swift pun- 
ishment and abundant merey. Their spir- 
itual insight, and the great religious truths 
they learned in the bitter school of life— 
these are the abiding values we find in the 
narratives. 

They are as pertinent today as when 
they were first recorded, and they help us 
to understand our own day. Only when 
we clearly discern these eternal truths, 
can we understand the tumult and chaos 
of our own age. In their light we can see 
our troubled times as God sees them. We 
can speak to them about the unchanging 


Opportunity. 2. 
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purposes of the Almighty with the cour- 
age and confidence of the ancient pro- 
phets. 

I. Opportunity. To understand the 
causes that disrupted the united kingdom 
of Israel, we must review the century that 
preceded the fateful division. - 

Within that one century the tribes, that 
had conquered and colonized Canaan, had 
been united and organized into a powerful 
kingdom. Saul was its first crowned head. 
His virtues were those of a great military 
chieftain, but he lacked the tact and skill 
of a diplomat. He conquered the external 
foes of the young nation, but he was only 
partially successful in healing the ancient 
rivalries and jealousies of the northern 
and southern tribes. 

Then came David, whose reign marked 
the highest era in the nation’s history. His 
success in war, and his wise domestic pol- 
icy completed the work of consolidation. 
His son Solomon ascended the throne un- 
der the most favorable circumstances. 

Outwardly, his reign surpassed that of 
his father. Solomon was unequalled in 
material wealth and in despotic power. 
But his tryannous and wasteful policy 
brought the nation to a political and reli- 
gious crisis. It paved the way for the 
disruption of the kingdom. 

At first his reign was characterized by 
sincerity and piety. His prayers at the 
dedication of the temple breathe a hum- 
ble and fervent spirit. But gradually his 
heart was weaned from Jehovah. Through 
the channel of commerce, immense wealth 
flowed into the country. With it came 
the vices and the idolatry of the surround- 
ing peoples. ‘Within sight of God’s holy 
hill, Solomon built shrines to foreign dei- 
ties. Thus he polluted and jeopardized 
the faith in Jehovah, whose preservation 
and promotion constituted the peculiar 
mission of the Hebrews. 

Since then many a king has walked in 
the way of Solomon. Many a nation has 
shared Israel’s bitter experience. In their 
poverty they were pious and pure, but 
riches and power corroded their soul and 
corrupted their life. It was the disrup- 
tion of the kingdom that saved the threat- 
ened faith of Israel. Political disaster, in 
the Providence of God, became a spiritual 
blessing. Is history repeating itself in our 
time? Is the world reaping a spiritual 
harvest from the catastrophe of the Great 
War? 

During the life of Solomon the people 
were dazzled by his magnificence, and 
cowed by his despotism. But the northern 
tribes chafed under their excessive taxa- 
tion and forced labor. The unsuccessful 
revolt of Jeroboam reveals a latent spirit 
of discontent that required only a favor- 
able opportunity to flame into open rebel- 
lion. That opportunity came when Reho- 
boam succeeded his father. 

He was Solomon’s son, and, therefore, 
the heir presumptive to the throne. But, 
apparently, the kingship was not strictly 
hereditary in Israel. The election of the 
first three kings had been ratified by the 
people, and they claimed the same right at 
the ascension of Rehoboam. His claim to 
the crown was freely acknowledged in 
Jerusalem, and throughout the tribe of 
Judah. But it was quite different when 
the young prince went to Shechem, the 
old capital, to receive the homage of the 
northern tribes. They were discontented, 
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and refused their allegiance unless Reho- 
boam promised to redress their just griev- 
ances. They said, “Make this heavy yoke 
lighter, and we will serve thee.” 

Thus, at the age of twenty-one, this 
youth faced the opportunity of winning a 
kingdom. By the exercise of justice and 
merey, he could have averted the disrup- 
tion of his realm. But a far nobler op- 
portunity confronts every youth on the 
threshold of manhood. Before him lie 
many honorable kingdoms of this world, 
and, above all, the Kingdom of God. He 
is heir presumptive to the thrones of 
knowledge, of success, of service, of char- 
acter. But none of these crowns is his by 
right of heredity. He must win them. He 
must gain these kingdoms. 

Even today, life is full of opportunities, 
though the heart of youth grows weary 
with waiting. And riches, fame, high 
places and great power do not come to all 
who wait and work for them. But the 
finest opportunity life offers to men is to 
wear the crown of Christlike character, 
That crown no fate can deny us, and no 
hand can wrest from us, save our own. 

II. Folly. Rehoboam chose a sensible 
course upon hearing the demands of the 
northern tribes. He asked for three day’s 
time for consideration. He used this in- 
terval by consulting with others. 

First, he sought the advice of gray- 
bearded courtiers, who had served under 
his father. They appreciated the critical 
situation, and urged the young king to pur- 
sue a conciliatory policy. Give them a 
civil answer, they said, and make fair 
promises. Then they will be satisfied. 
Their counsel was more diplomatic, than 
righteous. It shows adroitness, rather than 
moral integrity. But, such as it was, it 
was too lofty for a king who possessed nei- 
ther diplomacy nor morality. 

Rehoboam next consulted the younger 
men, “that were grown up with him”; the 
gilded youth of a corrupt court. They 
told him to fling diplomacy to the wind. 
Show yourself every inch a king; scorn 
the just demands of an oppressed people; 
threaten to impose upon them even greater 
burdens! It was the counsel of fools. But 
Rehoboam accepted it because it expressed 
his inmost desires. He, too, was a fool. 

But Rehoboam was an _ unfortunate 
youth. Our condemnation is mingled with 
pity, when we recall his heredity and en- 
vironment. He was reared in a polyga- 
mous household. He was the child of a 
pagan mother, the son of a despotic father, 
the companion of aristocratic idlers. He 
was true to his mother when he neglected 
to seek the advice of the prophets, who 
spake for God. And he walked in the way 
of his father when he accepted the inso- 
lent counsel of his friends. 

Many a young man’s folly has its roots 
in similar soil. His blood and home fit 
him for it. 
Rehoboam, like all of us, was the archi- 
tect of his own misfortune. His final de- 
cision voiced his deliberate choice. 

Young men, seeking their kingdom, still 
face Rehoboam’s alternatives. They may 
order their lives shrewdly and diplomatic- 
ally. They may choose honesty because it 
is “the best policy,” not because it is an 
eternal principle. Or they may build their 
lives upon true foundations, whatever the 
cost. The only safe guide is Jesus Christ. 
To follow Him means to gain God’s King- 
dom. 

At the end of three days the people met 
to hear the king’s answer. When Reho- 
boam announced his ineredibly foolish de- 
cision, their smouldering discontent burst 
into open rebellion. The foolish king fled 
for his life. Before he reached Jerusalem, 
Jeroboam, the returned exile, had been 
raised to the throne of Israel. 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D. 


July 1: The Mind of Christ and Interna- 
tional Relations. Isa. 9:4 
Jesus was a Jew. He was born of Jew- 


But, in the last analysis, . 
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ish parents in a city of Judea. During His 
life of thirty-three years He never was 
outside of His own country except once 
when He was taken by His parents into 
Egypt before He was two years of age. 
He was brought up in all the Jewish laws 
and customs of His day and thus from His 
parents and His whole environment He 
was under the influence of the Jewish tra- 
dition. The Jew always had a reputation 
for narrow minded nationalism and provin- 
cialism. He hated and despised every one 
that was not a Jew. He would have no 
dealings with the Samaritans and called 
them dogs and devils. He had been taught 
to love his neighbor and hate his enemy. 
But his neighbor was his fellow Jew and 
all others were his enemies. Thus he be- 
came a very narrow, self-opinionated ex- 
elusive person and cherished the belief 
that the Jews were a chosen and a peculiar 
people and all others were outcasts. Prob- 
ably this idea was born of the fact that 
his country lay as a sort of buffer terri- 
tory between two great rival nations of 
that time; Assyria to the east and Egypt 
to the west. Much of the Old Testament 
history cannot be understood without a 
knowledge of the constant warfare between 
these two great empires on either side of 
Palestine. The life of the Jewish people 
Was always in jeopardy and was in danger 
of being ground to powder by the friction 
of these two millstones. 

The amazing thing, therefore, is that 
Jesus should have had such broad inter- 
national ideas which He set forth in His 
teachings and in His, practice. He was by 
no means a nationalist in the accepted 
sense of that word. A nationalist is one 
who puts an undue estimate upon his own 
country and makes it supreme to every- 
thing else in the world. The nationalist 
places the interest of his country above 
God and makes the State superior to the 
Church. This is one of the great issues 
that has been a bone of contention through 
the centuries. Whenever men have exalted 
the State above the Church they have 
manifested a narrow nationalism which 
has been harmful both to the Church and 
the State. No one can understand the 
present situation in Europe, especially in 
Germany, without a knowledge of this 
age-long conflict between Church and 
State. 


Now, Jesus understood this problem and 
knew the true relationship between these 
two great entities. Once His enemies tried 
to trap Him by asking Him a catch ques- 
tion: “Is it lawful to give tribute to 
Caesar?” He answered: “Render to 
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and 
to God the things that are God’s.” He 
plainly showed that in an issue where the 
decision must be made between the na- 
tion and God, the die must be cast for 
God, God is supreme and must be obeyed 
rather than the ordinances of man. 


Jesus duly recognized other nations be- 
sides His own. He conferred blessings on 
those who came to Him from other na- 
tionalities. Notice the frequent occasions 
in the Gospels when Jesus over-leaped His 
own national boundaries and healed and 
helped those of other nations. He regard- 
ed Himself as the Savior of all men, re- 
gardless of color, nation or station in life. 
Several of the most beautiful episodes in 
His life have to do with the hated and 
despised Samaritans, as for instance, the 
woman of Samaria, the good Samaritan, 
and also the Syrophoenician woman. While 
“Salvation was of the Jews” it was to be 
offered to all men. Thus He said: “I, if 
I be lifted up will draw all men unto me.” 
There is a note of the universal in all of 
His teaching and in all of His relation- 
ships. It was this thing which the Jews 
could not understand and which was the 
cause of so much. of their hatred of Him. 

Now, where did Jesus get this interna- 
tional mind? How did He come to this 
universal feeling for all mankind? He did 
not get it from the study of Jewish history 
nor from Jewish literature. He got it 
from the new conception of God which 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


UJ pme@ams... 


TO THE MISSIONARY ENTERPRISE: 


Often prepares the way for the missionary by the 
distribution of the Scriptures prior to his arrival. 
Makes the aed age available for the missionary’s 
use in his work of evangelization. Gives constant 
attention to translating the Good News into addi- 
tional languages and dialects. Aids and supplements 
all home mission agencies by distributing the Scrip- 
tures throughout America both to the alien and the 
native born. Send for booklet, ‘‘The What, Where, 


“Pass it On’? and Why of the American Bible Society,’’ 
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Promotes Universal Bible Sunday annually, thereby 
calling the attention of church-going people to the 
importance of the Bible. Provides the Scriptures in 
every form required by a congregation. Prepares 
material for young people’s organizations and fur- 
nishes Sunday Schools and church groups with leaf- 
lets on the Bible. 
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Publishes Hebrew and Greek Scriptures for study 
use. Provides stereopticon lectures on Bible Work. 
Issues helpful material for use on Universal Bible 
Sunday. Publishes the Scriptures in forms for unusual 
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can laceares and addresses. Send for booklet, ‘‘The 

American Bible Society and the Pastor.’’ 
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COLEMAN’S NEW BOOK FOR 1934 


PILOT HYMNS 


A Remarkably High-Grade Book at a Marvelously Low Price 
Many Fresh Melodies and Best Loved Old Standards — 293 Songs 


sas $40.00 and $25.00 per 100 


THE AMERICAN HYMNAL 


“The Best All-Purpose Hymnal Published” 
480 Pages—531 Songs—Scriptures—$60.00 & $40.00 


These books contain the Masterpieces of 
B. B. McKinney and other Gifted Writers 


Also Modern Hymnal, Service Songs, Majestic Hymns, Gospel Melodies, Reapers, 
Revival Songs, Songs for Men and Girls’ Quartets—Reduced Prices. 


You should examine PILOT HYMNS—Send for Returnable Copy. 
For Prompt Service, Best Terms, Special Prices, write your wants to— 
ROBERT H. COLEMAN, Editor, Publisher, Distributor 
Depository also in Chicago Burt Building, DALLAS, TEXAS 


was given by His father. The Jew con- Jesus revealed God as the Father of all 
ceived of God as a tribal or national deity. men, a universal God. God is no respecter 
He was the God of the Jew only. But of persons, He does not have any favorite 


OO 


REFORMED 


EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
tions of the Reformed Church. It is conducted 
by the three (English) Hastern Synods. The 
Professers, members of the Board of Visitors 
and members of the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 
Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 
post-graduate course of two years, leading to 
ne degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
ree. 

For catalogue or information address the 
President, 


REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 
Lancaster, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Seven new buildings recently erected. 
The “Fackenthal Laboratories” offers 
most complete equipment for work in the 
Sciences for pre-medical students. The 
new indoor Swimming Pool completes a 
very thorough equipment for athletics. 
The Plan of Comprehensive Final Exam- 
inations enriches the curriculum and 
provides for the most modern needs in 
education. Write for catalog. 


HUNRYeR. APPLE D>) DatulaseD:. 
President. 


URSINUS COLLEGE 


GEORGE L. OMWAKE, LL.D., President 


Approved by the Middle States Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Sshools, The American 
Association of University Women and the Asso- 
ciation of American Universities. Exceptional ad- 
vantages for instruction and study in all branches 
of the sciences and the liberal arts. Group System 
providing special preparation for the professions 
and intellectual occupations. Fourteen modernly 
equipped laboratories, two fine auditoriums, twenty- 
six classrooms, and more than a score of confer- 
ence rooms for professors. Library and Gymnasium, 
Twenty acres of improved fields for athletics. A 
strictly residential college for men and women. 
Expenses held to a minimum. 


For information address 


FRANKLIN I. SHEEDER, Jr. 
Registrar 
COLLEGEVILLE 


1 PENNSYLVANIA 
The Mercersburg 


Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


BOYD EDWARDS, D.D., S.T.D., LL.D. 
Headmaster, Mercersburg, Pa. 


Hood College 


Joseph H. Apple, LL.D., 


President 
Accredited college for women. A.B., 
and B.S. in Home Economics. 
Teacher-training. Twelve modern, 
well-equipped buildings, including 
new dormitory. 125 acres. 
For catalogue address 


REGISTRAR, 
HOOD COLLEGE, Frederick, Md. 
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nation. He is not a national God, but a 
universal God. Therefore Judea was no 
longer God’s favored nation, He was like- 
wise interested in Egypt, in Assyria, in 
Europe, in America, in China, in Japan— 
all these nations are His. The world is 
His. 

It is always one’s conception of God 
which determines one’s relations to all hu- 
man problems. If we believe that God is 
a universal God, that He is interested in 
other countries besides Judea or America, 
then I must be interested in what God is 
interested and my interests must be as 
wide as His. This is what made Jesus the 
great International. He had a vision of 
God and He wanted to realize that vision 
among all people. 

It is precisely this same vision of God 
on our part which will enable us to widen 
our interests and sympathies for all na- 
tions. This will establish proper relations 
between the nations. All other forces and 
factors in human society are divisive. 
Trade and commerce do not necessarily 
unite peoples of different nations. They 
may inspire rivalry and competition and 
mutual advantages of each other. But a 
universal God is unifying. From that idea 
springs the brotherhood of man and the 
family of Nations. Therefore if we would 
have a universal brotherhood and univer- 
sal peace we must make known to the 
world a universal Father, even the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
International relationships lie much deeper 
than peace conferences and World Courts. 
They rest upon the religion of Jesus 
Christ, and it becomes our duty to extend 
that religion until the mind of Christ rules 
in every man and in every nation through- 
out the world. 


THE PLAN OF UNION 


The Reformed Church in the United States 
The Synod of North America 


Evangelical 


Introduction 


It is evident that the Christian Churches 
throughout the world are disposed to enter 
into closer fellowship and co-operation 
with one another. If the 17th and 18th 
centuries were the period of denomina- 
tional rivalry and competition, the 19th 
and 20th centuries are the time of affilia- 
tion and co-operation among the Churches. 

The will to unite is shown by alliances, 
councils, federation and organic union of 
Churches in. Europe, in America, and on 
the mission fields of the Orient. More re- 
cent expressions of the deeply-felt need of 
union of the Churches, in order to accom- 
plish the work which their Lord gave 
them to do, are the World Missionary Con- 
ference at Edinburgh, 1910; the Stock- 
holm Conference on Life and Work, 1925; 
the World Conference on Faith and Order 
at Lausanne, 1927; and the Jerusalem Con- 
ference, 1928. 

In view of these facts and movements, 
in which one may see clearly the guidance 
of the spirit of our Lord and Saviour, who 
prayed for all “who believe in Me” that 
they all “may be one,” it behooves the 
Churches, especially those of the same 
land and of the evangelical faith and or- 
der, to enter into negotiations for closer 
relationship with the purpose of attaining 
organic union. 

Believing that each denomination exists 
not for itself but as an agency for the 
advancement of the Kingdom of God, 
which is greater than any single Church 
or than all the Churches taken together, 
and for which each denomination is to 
live and labor, and if need be, to die; 

Believing, also, that in a union of 
Churehes the distinetive ideals of each, 
and the essential principles of the Chris- 
tian faith and life common to all, would 
not only be conserved but be more ef- 
fectually applied in the promotion of the 
Kingdom of God in the lives of individuals 
and of nations; 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Cedar Crest College 
The Refcrmed Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNA. 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D. 
President 
A. B. and B. 8. Degrees 


Religious Education and Social Service es- 
pecially commended by our Church leaders, 
Exceptional Opportunities for Permanent 
Investments. Confer with the President 
or his Field Associate, -Rev. George W. 
Spotts, Telford, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
Academy 


Lancaster Pennsylvania 
A College Preparatory School for Boys 


Enters about 40 boys per year to 12 to 
15 colleges. Phi Beta Kappa honors in 
four colleges last year. Fine school home, 
thorough work and helpful supervision, 
Moderate cost. 


Send for illustrated catalogue. 


EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M. Pd.D., 
Principal 


Catawba College 


An accredited college for men and women, lo- 
cated in the healthful Piedmont region of North 
Carolina. Courses lead to the A.B. and B.S. de- 
grees. Special emphasis on preparation for the 
professions, business life, home economics, and 
music. Graduates now enrolled in leading eastern 
professional and graduate schools. 


Outstanding Features: 


High scholarship Wholesome campus life 
Minimum charges 
Well-developed program of indoor and outdoor sports 


Summer Sessions: 
+o July 21; July 24 to September 1 


For catalog and registration blanks, address the President, 


HOWARD R. OMWAKE, Ped. D., Litt. D. 
Salisbury, N.C. 


HEIDELBERG COLLEGE 


TIFFIN, OHIO 


A STANDARD COLLEGE FOUNDED 1850 
CO-EDUCATIONAL 
College of Arts and Science 
Conservatory of Music 
School of Oratory 
Art Department 


Pacer 


Heidelberg trains ministers, missionaries, religious 
directors and social workers, and offers also pre- 
medical, pre-law, pre-engineering, pre-journalism 
courses, and courses in business administration. 


Heidelberg insists upon high standards of scholar- 
ship, personal contact with mature teachers, an 
unmistakable Christian atmosphere and the minimum 
expense. 


For free catalogue write to 
CHARLES E. MILLER, D.D., LL.D. 
- President. 
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the Reformed Chureh in the United States, 
and of the Evangelical Synod of North 
America present for consideration and ac- 
tion, to their respective judicatories and 
congregations, the following Plan of 
Union. 

PLAN OF UNION 


Preamble. The Reformed Church in the 
United States and the Evangelical Syriod 
of North America, under the conviction 
that they are in agreenfent on the essen- 
tial doctrines of the Christian faith and 
on the ideals of the Christian life as eon- 
tained in the Old and New Testaments 
and as defined in their respective stand- 
ards of doctrine, do hereby declare their 


desire to be united in one body aceording 


June 21, 1934, 


to articles mutually 
lows: 


agreed upon as fol- 


I. Name 


The name of the Church formed by this 
union shall be “The Evangelical and Re- 
formed Church.” Congregations and insti- 
tutions may retain their names, but they 
shall designate their membership in The 
Evangelical and Reformed Church. 


II. Doctrine 


We acknowledge and accept the his- 
torical confessions of the two Churches as 
the doctrinal basis of union. 


III. Supreme Judicatory 


The Evangelical and Reformed Church 
shall establish, as its supreme judicatory 
for the ee en of its work, a repre- 
sentative body to be known as “The Gen- 
eral Synod of The Evangelical and Re- 
formed Church.” 


IV. The General Synod—How Constituted 


The General Synod shall be constituted 
of an equal number of ordained ministers 
and lay members, to be chosen by the 
Classes which are now in the Reformed 
Chureh in the United States and by the 
Districts of the Evangelical Synod of 
North America. The basis of representa- 
tion shall be: one minister and one lay 
member for every 20 congregations or 
major fraction thereof. Each Classis and 
District shall have at least one minister 
and one lay member as representatives in 
the General Synod. A quorum shall con- 
sist of a majority of the members of the 
body. The members of the General Synod 
shall be elected by the Classes and the 
Districts in the same manner as these now 
choose delegates to their respective su- 
preme judicatories until a uniform mode 
of election shall have been provided by. 
the a Seahiag Synod. 


. Functions of the General Synod 


he The General Synod, through boards 
and other agencies elected by it, shall 
carry on the general work of the Church 
which is now conducted by the General 
Synod of the Reformed Church in the 
United States and the General Conference 
of the Evangelical Synod of North Amer- 
ica. 

2. The specific work of the General 
Synod shall be Foreign Missions; Home 
Missions; Education; Publications; Min- 
isterial Relief; Benevolent Activities, and 
such other work as will promote the King- 
dom of God and pertains to the Church 
as a whole. 

3. The work of foreign missions, of 
home missions, of education, of ministerial 
relief, and of publications shall be con- 
solidated under the direction of the Gen- 
eral Synod as rapidly as the laws of the 
State, the charters, constitutions, and the 
property rights of the boards of the re- 
spective Churches will permit. In the 
original constitution of the boards of the 
General Synod due recognition is to be 
given to representation of each of the 
consolidated Churches. 

4. The boards are to be governed ac- 
cording to their respective charters. At 
the regular meeting of the General Synod 
each board is to submit for review a re- 
port of its operations during the time 
elapsed since the last regular meeting of 
the General Synod. 

5. The General Synod shall review pro- 
ceedings of the Classes, the District Con- 
ferences, and the Synods, which they shall 
submit to each regular meeting of the 
General Synod. 

6. The General Synod shall have power 
to maintain correspondence with other de- 
nominations; to hear and determine com- 
plaints and appeals; to decide controver- 
sies between subordinate judicatories; and 
to give counsel to cases referred to it by 
one or more judicatories. 

7. The General Synod shall promote the 
reorganization of Classes and Districts 
into conferences which 
tuted on a territorial basis and shall have 
the same status as Classes or Districts. 
However, the General Synod shall not 
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Some Facts About 


ALLEGHENY COLLEGE 


A_ co-educational 
American Colleges. 


college of some six hundred students, al 


approved lists of standard 


Affiliated Institution of Carnegie Foundation for the advancement of Teaching. 


Financial appropriations twice made by General Education Board 


(Rockefeller Foundation). 


Has had for thirty years a chapter of Phi Beta Kappa, highest scholastic honor society. 
Over ninety thousand volumes in a Library recently doubled in size. 


Forty per cent of recent men graduates stimulated to do graduate work. 
An endowment fund of $1,500,000; total assets $3,500,000. 

Sixteen buildings on a campus of unsurpassed natural beauty. 

A faculty that ranks with that of any small college in America. 

A new curriculum which is attracting wide attention. 


WILLIAM PEARSON TOLLEY, President 


School of 
Theology 


Courses leading to 
recognized degrees of 


Doleis; Dev. 5.2L. D. 


Also combination courses leading (in 
six years) to College Degree of Bach- [> 
elor of Science and Theological De- 
gree of Bachelor of Sacred Theology, 
A wide variety of courses conducted late 
afternoon and evening. For Bulletin, address 
G. FLOYD ZIMMERMANN, Dean of 
. School of Theology. 


MEADVILLE, PA. 


Courses leading 
towards degree of 


B. S. in Edueation 
Ed. M. and Ed. D. 


Including courses in Specialized Work of 
Church School Departments. Courses offered 
both day and evening toward above degrees. 
Write direct to HARMON M. SNYDER, 
Dept. of Religious Education. 


»» TEMPLEBUNIVERSITY 


Phone STE. 7600 


BROAD & MONTGOMERY AVE., PHILA. 


JUNIATA COLLEGE 
HUNTINGTON, PA. 


presents 
to 
parents 
and 
prospective 
students 


A strong faculty, 


Railroad main line. 


A college plant well equipped with Library, 


Athletic Field. 
A list of graduates 
medicine, law, 
An accredited A.B. 


An earnest student body 
An accessible location on the William Penn Highway 


successful in the 
and other 
and B.S. 
An opportunity for nine weeks cf summer study among the mountains. 
An invitation to write for catalogue and pictorial bulletin. 


A Christian Foundation and Purpose. 
A beautiful environment in the mountains of Pennsylvania. 
university-trained but Christian-minded. 


representing many evangelical denominations. 
and Pennsylvania 


Gymnasium, 


Laboratories, 


ministry, missions, teaching, 
occupations. 


course at very moderate expense. 


Charles C. Ellis, Ph.D., D.D., President 


331 Presser Bldg. 


Sutton School of Singing and Dramatic Art 
SUMMER SCHOOL 


Class and Private lessons at special summer rates. Five Weeks, beginning July 9 
GLADYS SUTTON, 


1714 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Director 
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have power to unite subordinate judica- 
tories of the consolidated Churches except 
at their request. 

8. The General Synod shall meet in reg- 
ular session quadrennially, or more fre- 
quently, as the General Synod may de- 
termine, and in extraordinary session at 
such time and place as it may determine. 

9. The General Synod shall have author- 
ity to initiate action for the preparation of 
a constitution for The Evangelical and Re- 
formed Church. 

The constitution shall be adopted by a 
two-thirds vote of the General Synod 
and shall be approved in such manner as 
the General Synod shall determine. 

VI. Officers 

1. The General Synod shall elect of- 
ficers, who shall perform the duties that 
are customary in judicatories of that sort. 

2. The General Synod shall appoint or 
elect. agencies for its administrative and 
promotional work. 


VII. Subordinate Judicatories 


Until by regular action of the General 
Synod according to Article V, Section 7, 
it is otherwise determined, the Synods, 
lasses, and Districts shall continue; and 
each shall conduct its business in its own 
way. Whatever action is submitted to the 
subordinate judicatories by the General 
Synod shall be disposed of in the same 
way as these subordinate bodies disposed 
of such action by the General Synod or 
the General Conference prior to the union. 


VIII. Rights of Property 


1. The congregations, Classes, Synods, 
and Districts shall continue to exist and 
to do their work in the way it was done 
prior to the union; they shall also continue 
to hold and to supervise whatever prop- 
erty they possess and institutions they 
control. Congregations, judicatories, or in- 
stitutions may unite by mutual agreement, 
and such union shall be confirmed, in case 
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COME TO 


NORTHFIELD 


THIS SUMMER! 
GENERAL CONFERENCE 
August 1-12 


John R. Mott, Paul D. Moody, Robert 
E. Speer, Charles E. Jefferson, James 
Black, Paul E. Scherer, W. Douglas 
Mackenzie, Adam W. Burnet, George 
A. Buttrick 
Girls’ Conference, June 25-July 3 
Missionary Conference, July 6-14 
Conference of Religious Education, 
July 17-28 
Christian Endeavor Conference, 
August 13-20 
Write today for illustrated folder giving 
rates, complete list of speakers and 
other information. 


Northfield Summer Conferences 
East Northfield, Massachusetts 


WYOMING 
SEMINARY 


A co-educational school, 
strong in character building. 
College Preparation. Busi- 
ness, Music, Art, Oratory 
and Home Economics. Two 
gymnasiums and Athletic 
Field. 89th year. Plant 
$1,000,000. Endowment 
$1,000,000. Catalog. 


L. L. SPRAGUE, D.D., L. H. D. 


PRESIDENT 


Kingston Pennsylvania 


of congregations, by the Classes or Dis- 
tricts, or by each as the case may require; 
in case of judicatories and institutions, by 
the General Synod. 


2. The theological seminaries, colleges, 


academies, and benevolent institutions 
that are under the control of the sub- 
ordinate judicatories of the respective 


Churches shall continue under the super- 
vision of the Synods, Classes or Districts, 
which were in control of them before the 
union. Those institutions, however, which 
were under the control of the supreme 
judieatories of the uniting Churches shall 
pass under the control of the General 
Synod. In the constitution of the boards 
of directors of these institutions the in- 
terests of the groups previously in con- 
trol shall be properly recognized. A union 
of these schools may be effected according 
to the provisions defined in the previous 
paragraph of this article. 

3. At the first session of the General 
Synod a committee on charters shall be 
appointed, which shall recommend the pro- 
cedure to be adopted to safeguard the 
institutions aud their charters. 

IX. Authorizing of Ministers 

Candidates for the ministry, after the 
union, and until a uniform method is pre- 
scribed by enactment of the General 


LANKENAU 


A Girls’ School known for scholarship, 
character building, and individual at- 
tention. Founded 1890. Elementary 
and High School departments. College 


Preparatory. Accredited. Member of 
Middle States Ass’n of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. Modern languages 
begin in first grade. Religious instruc- 
tion in all classes. Music, Art, Home 
Economics. 


Boys admitted as day 
pupils to Grades I-III. Convenient 
location. Well equipped gymnasium 
and playgrounds. Rates moderate. 
45th year begins Sept. 17. Send for 
Catalog C. 


LANKENAU SCHOOL 
Rev. E. F. Bacumanyn, D.D., 
Principal 
22-2400 Girard Ave., 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


SCHAUFFLER SCHOOL 
A COLLEGE FOR WOMEN 
Three Courses: Religious Education, Mis- 
sionary Training, Social Work.—Degrees of 
B.S. in R. E. and B.S. in Social Work. 
International — Interracial — Interdenomi- 
national; Scientific in Method; Evangelistic 
in Spirit. Terms Moderate. Generous Self- 
Help for those in need. Write R. G. Clapp, 
D.D., 5115 Fowler Ave., Cleveland, O., for 
literature or Catlog. Checks solicited for 

current expenses and endowment. 


HAHNEMANN MEDICAL 
COLLEGE AND HOSPITAL 
SCHOOL OF NURSING 


Graduates eligible for registration in Penn- 


sylvania and other States. Classes open in 
January and September. For Full Particu- 
lars Address SUPERINTENDENT of NURS- 
ING, Hahnemann Hospital, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Synod, shall be authorized to perform min- 
isterial acts by the Classes or Districts 
in the same way as they were authorized 
before the union. The ministers of the 
Churches in the union shall be enrolled 
as ministers of The Evangelical and Re- 
formed Church. 


X. Members 


Men, women, and children shall be ad- 
mitted into the fellowship of The Evan- 
gelical and Reformed Church through bap- 
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tism and profession of faith according to 
the custom and usage of each congrega- 
tion prior to the union. When they shall 
have been admitted, they shall be en- 
rolled as members of The Evangelical and 
Reformed Church. 


XI. Worship 


The freedom of worship at present en- 
joyed by the negotiating Churches shall 
not be interfered with in The Evangelical 
and Reformed Church. 


XII. Approval of the Plan of Union 


1. The Plan of Union shall be submit- 
ted to the supreme judicatories of the Re- 
formed Church in the United States and 
the Evangelical Synod of North America. 
Each Church shall proceed according to 
its own constitution in the approval or 
disapproval of the Plan of Union. When 
the Plan has been approved by regular 
action of the two negotiating Churches, 
the President and the Secretary, or stated 
clerk, of the Supreme Judicatory of each 
Chureh shall report the action to the Com- 
missions on Union of the negotiating 
Churches, who shall then request the of- 
ficers of the supreme judicatories to call a 
special meeting of each judicatory at the 
same time and place. In joint session of 
the judicatories the final report of the 
action of the Churches on the Plan of 
Union shall be made. The supreme judica- 
tories of the Churches that have approved 
the Plan of Union shall declare, by joint 
resolution, that the union of the Churches 
is duly effected at that time. Then the 
delegates, duly elected by the Churches 
entering into the union to constitute the 
original General Synod, shall effect an or- 
ganization by the election of officers and 
proceed to the transaction of business. 
From the time of the organization of the 
General Synod until a constitution shall 
have been adopted, as heretofore provided, 
this Plan of Union shall be the funda- 
mental law of The Evangelical and Re- 
formed Church. 

2. The number of delegates to which 
each of the uniting Churches shall be en- 
titled in the first General Synod shall be 
determined by the Commissions on Union 
and be announced to the stated clerks or 
secretaries of the Classes and Districts, 
three months before the meeting of the 
supreme judicatories for the consumma- 
tion of the union. 

3. Any part of this Plan of Union may 
be revised or amended by The Evangelical 
and Reformed Church in the same way as 
the constitution of said Chureh is revised 
or amended. 


The 90th anniversary of the founding 
in London, England, of the Young Men’s 
Christian Association was observed June 
6 at Y. M. C. A. meetings throughout the 
United States. 

Henry P. Fletcher 


of Pennsylvania, 
Rough Rider under Colonel Theodore 
Roosevelt and an Ambassador under four 
Presidents, June 6 was elected chairman 
of the Republican National Committee, 
succeeding Everett Sanders, who resigned. 

Cash subscriptions reaching the surpris- 
ing total of about $6,900,000,000 (more 
than 8 times the amount sought by the 
government) were announced June 6 in 
preliminary reports by the Treasury De- 
partment on the government’s two offer- 
ings recently of bonds yielding 3% and 
notes 244%. $300,000,000 was the offer- 
ing of the former and $500,000,000 the 
latter. 

Dr. C. Francis Jenkins, 66, inventor of 
the television and telephotography systems 
bearing his name, died in his home at 
Washington June 6. 

A son was born to Queen Astrid of the 


Belgians June 6. It is the 3rd child and 
the 2nd son of the sovereigns. 
derstood the baby will be named Albert, 
for the late King, who fell to his death 
while mountain climbing. 

Weekly earnings of factory workers 
rose 2 per cent during April and were 26.2 
per cent above a year ago, according to a 
statement by Secretary of Labor Perkins 
June 6. 

President Roosevelt received the honor- 
ary degree of Doctor of Laws at the com- 
mencement exercises of Yale University 
June 20. He was presented to President 
Angell by Professor Emeritus ‘William 
Lyon Phelps, orator at Yale commence- 
ment for more than a decade. 

The NRA officially and definitely turned 
its back on price-fixing June 7 in outlining 
a new policy which will require the revi- 
sion of scores of codes to permit freer 
competition. 

A migration of thousands of families 
from the drought-stricken areas of the 
West to more fertile sections where they 


ean raise food for themselves and their ~ 
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herds will be sponsored by the Federal 
Government in its relief program, Harry 


L. Hopkins, Relief Administrator, said 
June 7. 
Tne Farm Administration said June 7 


more than 318,000 benefit payment checks 
totaling $11,836,344.59 had been mailed to 
cotton farmers in 16 States. The pay- 
ments are part of the estimated $100,000,- 
000 to be sent to farmers co-operating in 
the cotton-reduction program for 1934. 
About 15,000,000 acres have been retired 
from production. 

20,000 Paraguayans have been killed 
during the 22 months of the Chaco war, 
according to recent press dispatches from 
Argentina, 

The united Protestant Sunday School of 
Brooklyn, numbering more than 100,000, 
celebrated the 105th anniversary of the 
Sunday School Union by a parade. Govy- 
ernor Moore of New Jersey and Mayor La 
Guardia headed a party in the reviewing 
stand. 

The American Iron and Steel Institute 
has agreed upon the creation of an Indus- 
trial Relations Board of 3 neutral mem- 
bers, appointed by the President, to han- 
dle labor disputes in the steel industry, 
General Johnson announced June 8. 

President Roosevelt, in a message June 
8, called upon Congress to co-ordinate 
pending measures with prospective social 
legislation at the next session. The Presi- 
dent is preparing a vast plan of social in- 
surance for the security “of the citizen and 
his family.” This, with another national 
plan for land and water resources, will be 
laid before Congress next winter. 

The shortest wheat crop for the United 
States since 1893, amounting to not more 
than 500,000,000 bushels from both winter 
and spring supplies, was predicted June 8 
by the Federal Crops Reporting Board, on 
the basis of conditions on June 1. 

Representative Thomas C. Coffin, Demo- 
erat, of Idaho, died in Washington June 8 
from auto injuries. 

President Roosevelt laid before Congress 
June 9 an outline of the administration’s 
drought relief program, transmitting the 
expected message requesting an appropria- 
tion of $525,000,000 for this purpose. 

According to an insurance survey babies 
born in 1900 could look forward to an 
average life of 49 years, while the pros- 
pect today is 60 years—a gain of 11 years. 

Cuba June 9 began a 3-day celebration 
of the ratification of the new treaty be- 
tween Cuba and the United States which 
abrogated the Platt Amendment and estab- 
lished Cuba as an independent, sovereign 
nation. 

The 85th annual meeting of the Amer- 
ican Medical Association, which has a 
membership of nearly 100,000 opened at 
Cleveland June 11. 

5,000 musie lovers from Kentucky, Ohio 
and West Virginia attended the 4th an- 
nual American Folk Song Festival con- 
ducted by Jean Thomas, writer and author- 
ity on folklore, at Ashland, Ky., June 10. 

Of two million workers affected by cases 
before the National Labor Board its 19 
regional labor boards from their inception 
late last summer to June 1, 1,750,000 “have 
been returned to work, kept at work, or 
had their other disputes adjusted,’ Senator 
Wagner, Chairman of the National Board, 
estimated June 10. 

Relief workers June 11 estimated 1,000 
persons were dead in the vicinity of San 
Salvador following the recent disastrous 
hurricane and rainstorm. 

The missing airliner, lost 2 days in the 
Catskills, has been found near Livingston 
Manor, N. Y., June 11. The ship had been 
destroyed by fire. All the 7 occupants 
were dead. The liner left Newark airport 
for Chicago. 

A new record for passenger, mail and 
express flying between the Pacific Coast 
and Newark Airport was reported June 11 
by TWA, Ine., operators of one of the 2 
transcontinental systems. The flight was 
made in 13 hours and 51 minutes. 
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NOTABLE CONFESSIONS, by Rev. Theodore Walz. 


THE PARTIALITY OF JESUS, by Rey. E. C. Comfort. 


IMPORTANT NEW “EERDMANS’”’ PUBLICATIONS 


WHIPPING POST THEOLOGY: Or Did Jesus Atone for Disease? 
By Dr. Wm. E. BrEDERWOLF 

In this timely and exhaustive study the author gives a ‘History of Divine 

task the 

which is placed upon this doctrine by the so-called Divine Healers of today. 


305 Pages, Cloth, $1.50 


grossly perverted emphasis 


260 Pages, Cloth, $1.50 


By Dr. Henry W. Frost 
A Review of the Teaching of Scripture concerning the Return of Christ. 
This is a pre-millennarian interpretation, but entirely non-controversial. 
is a sane, constructive teacher, 
always appealing to the “it is written” of the Word. 


not given to speculation, but 


256 Pages, Cloth, $1.50 


By Dr. WM. HENDRIKSEN 
Dr. Hendriksen is the Pastor of a large Reformed Church in Muskegon, 
he offers on 
Rule and other questions, is entirely new. ... “A 
“The Presbyterian”’. 
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By Pror. Dr. MELVIN GROVE 

Dr. Kyle finished this book just before he died. 

work is of inestimable value for the veracity of the Bible account. 

ENGLISH DEISM: ITS ROOTS AND ITS FRUITS 

By Pror. Dr. JOHN OrR 

In this scholarly book Dr. Orr traces the roots of Marxism, Sovietism, 

Darrowism, Modernism, ete. 
the student of Religion and Philosophy. 
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FROZEN ASSETS and Other Sermons, by Dr. Wm. BH. Biederwolf. 


GOOD NEWS FROM A FAR COUNTRY, A Series of Sermons by Dr. James M. 
Gray, Dr. H. A. Ironside, Dr. W. E. Biederwolf, Dr. I. M. Haldeman, Dr. 
A. Gaebelein, Dr. Wm. Evans, Dr. Charles R. Neighbour, Dr. L. S. 
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STANDARD THEOLOGICAL SETS 


EXPOSITIONS OF HOLY SCRIPTURE, by Alexander Maclaren. 

We published a NEW EDITION of this famous work. 
As an Exposition it ranks No. 1. 
With complete indexes, subject and textual. 


It is a Complete 
In 17 Maroon Buckram 


PRICE, now ONLY $15.00 


THE EXPOSITORS BIBLE, edited by Sir W. Robertson Nicoll. 

“Tt is a work of broad learning, of unquestioned scholarship, and of great 
The preacher will find it particularly helpful in determining 
the setting of his text and its application to present conditions.’’—Prof. 
L. Berkhof, Author of ‘‘Reformed Dogmatics.” 
5,261 pages, with indexes, bound in durable buckram-cloth, 6 vols. 

(The price of this work is scheduled to advance to $12.50 very shortly.) 


Complete, unabridged edition; 
$10.00 


WM B. EERDMANS PUBLISHING COMPANY ced Ranide Mich. 


“How can they give so 
much for so little?” 


A remark made concerning AN INDEX 
TO THE BIBLE, a Topical Index and 
Word Book, covering all principal sub- 
jects in the Old and New Testaments. 
One of the most useful, convenient and 
inexpensive of Bible aids. Send for 
sample page. 

95 pages (5x74 ins.) and only % in. 
thick! Strong, limp cloth covers, round 
corners, only 35 cents. 

The Bible Institute Colportage Ass’n 

832 N. Wells St. Chicago, IIl. 
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Personal Attention to all Work. 
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makes. 
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IRA J. KILLINGER 
172 N. 15th St., Harrisburg, Pa. 


32 years with C. Day Rudy Company 


meet the views of President Roosevelt, 
was approved by the Senate June 11, 54 


to 25. With a few exceptions it is the 
measure as passed by the House. 
*. 
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France formally decided June 12 to make 


her 4th war debts default to the United 
States in a note approved by the Cabinet. 

Six survived the air crash at Junin, 
Argentina, June 11. Five persons were 


killed. The plane was operated by Pan 
American Grace Airways on a flight to 
Santiago, Chile. 

The Senate Agricultural Committee June 
12 approved Rexford G. Tugwell as Under- 
secretary of Agriculture by a decisive 


margin. 

Direct unemployment relief will have 
cost the federal government more than 
$2,0u0,000,000 by Aug. 1. Relief officials 


predict another billion will be added to 
that amount within the next year. 

The Arms Conference at Geneva ad- 
journed until October after naming four 
committees. One will study European Se- 
curity Pacts. The proposal of the Russian 
Government that the Disarmament Confer- 
ence be declared a permanent institution 
under the title “Peace Conference” will be 
submitted by Mr. Henderson to all govern- 
ments to inform him of their conclusions. 


REFORMED LEADERSHIP TRAINING 
SCHOOL 
St. Stephen’s Church, Perkasie, Pa. 
March 5, 1934-May 14, 1934 


Statement of Rev. Howard Obold, Dean 


This Reformed Leadership Training 
School was the second successful effort 
initiated by laymen of the Reformed 
Church of Tohickon Classis in the vicinity 
of Perkasie. It covered a period of ten 
weeks, meeting every Monday night at 
7:30 to 9:30 o’clock. The total enrollment 
was 116, mostly officers and teachers of 
Sunday Schools: St. Stephen’s, Perkasie, 
23; St. Paul’s, Sellersville, 19; Trinity, Tel- 
ford, 14; St. Peter’s, Hilltown, 12; St. 
Luke’s, Dublin, 8; Kellers Church, 7; 
Zwingli, Souderton, 7; St. Andrew’s, So. 
Perkasie, 6; Tohickon Union, 5; First, 
Quakertown, 6; Leidy’s, Souderton, 4; 
Christ, Indian Creek, 3; Salem, Doylestown, 
2. Total, 116. 

Six courses were ably presented: “The 
Old Testament” and “How Shall We Wor- 
ship?” were taught by Rev. Fred D. Went- 
zel, Director of Leadership Training. 
“Working with Young People” and “Work- 
ing with Junior Children” were taught by 
Rev. A. N. Sayres, pastor of the St. John’s 
Church, Lansdale. “Dramatization” and 
“Working with Primary Children” were 
taught by Mrs. N. B. Werkheiser, of Cop- 
lay, Penna. 

The interest and faithful attendance of 
the members of the school contributed also 
to the success of the school. The registra- 
tion of $2 per member enabled us to meet 
our obligations and to show some appreci- 
ation of the services of our teachers. The 
report of the treasurer, the Rev. J. E. 
Wildasin, is as follows: The receipts were: 
Balance in Treasury from the 1933 school, 
$6.38; Registration Fees (116 pupils), 
$232; Sale of Text Books, $143.95. Total, 
$382.33. Expenditures: Instructors, $150; 
Board of Christian Education (Books), 
$139.72; St. Stephen’s Church and Sexton, 
$60; Incidentals, $7.08. Total, $356.80. 
Balance on hand, $25.53. 

The questionnaires relative to this as 
well as a future school, which have been 
received, reveal both an appreciation of 
and a desire to continue in a third year of 
similar endeavor. As Dean, I wish to ex- 
press my appreciation of the full support 
of teachers, scholars, the organist, Mr. 
Kramer, as well as all others who helped 
to make this school another happy and 
profitable venture in Leadership Training. 
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This book takes us back to the time 
when our country was pretty much of a 
wilderness and trading posts and forts 
were the centers of trade and of civiliza- 
tion. The commodity that seemed to be 
most in demand in those days were the 
skins of buffaloes that roamed in large 
herds over the prairies, and competition 
among the different fur companies that 
were organized to acquire a monopoly in 
it was most keen and unscrupulous. It 
was a form of enterprise that was beset 
with the greatest dangers and hardships 
and only the most daring and physically 
vigorous could expect to succeed in it. 
Among those who were willing and ready 
to undergo its hardships and its hazards 
was the man whose experiences are set 
forth in this volume—Charles Larpenteur 
by name. 


It is really, biography of the most realis- 
tic and strenuous type. More thrills and 
adventure are compressed into this volume 
than can be found in any other volume of 
equal size, and for this reason it holds the 
attention of the reader from the beginning 
to the end. When once begun, the reader 
will find it difficult to lay it aside until 
he has finished it. Encounters with In- 
dians figure in it very prominently, most 
of which were occasioned by the unscrupu- 
lous methods the traders used in dealing 
with them. An interesting and valuable 
feature of the volume we find in the two 
final chapters, dealing with Indian Laws 
and Customs, and Indian Agents and 
Agencies. The author gives brief charac- 
terizations of some of the Government 
Indian Agents with which he was acquaint- 
ed, all of which were grossly incompetent 
and unsympathetic with their job and were 
more interested in favoring the big fur 
syndicates than in helping the Indians by 
promoting their claims. It is claimed in 
tne Historical Introduction that “the life 
record kept by Chas. Larpenteur is one of 
our most important sources of information 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


concerning the Fur Trade of the Upper 
Missouri in the 19th century.” The vol- 
ume is one of the Lakeside Classics and is 
most attractively printed and bound. 


P. A. Di 


OBITUAK ES 


J. CLYDE BREWER 


Christ’s Church, Hagerstown, Md., suf- 
fered a very distinct loss in the death of 
J. Clyde Brewer on Feb. 18. He was m 
member of the firm of J. A. Brewer and 
Sons, potato chip manufacturers, and had 
scarcely reached life’s mid-day, when his 
sun went down. For a number of years 
he was a faithful and efficient teacher of - 
a boys’ class in the Sunday School and it 
was a matter of record that a larger per-~ 
centage of his class of boys were always 
found in the Church during the worship 
hour than any other class in the Sunday 
School. He also served for several years 
as a deacon in Christ’s Church, and was 
always found in his place. The pastor had 
in him a tried and true friend, and his 
constant thoughtfulness and many kind-~ 
nesses will always be remembered. 

One of the finest tributes was paid him 
by the Otterbein Men’s Bible Class of 
Martinsburg, W. Va. His business carried 
him on frequent trips into that city and 
so impressed was the president of this 
class with his business integrity and de- 


vout Christian life that a splendid and — 


beautiful eulogy was spoken by him before 
the Clever Bible Class of Christ’s Church, 

The funeral was conducted from the 
home by his pastor on Feb. 21. His Sun~_ 
day School class of boys attended in a 
body, and Church officials acted as bear~ 
ers. His body was laid to rest in Res 
Haven to await the Resurrection Morn. _ 
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